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You asked and we continue to listen! As a busy homeschooling 
mom, customizing your organizing needs for both your home 
and your homeschool In one planner has never been easier* 
With the many unique features you have come to depend upon 
plus the exciting new page additions and features we have 
created, you can expect the following and a whole lot more in 
The 2010 Schoolhouse Planner* 



Calendars in various forms 
weekly, and dally 



yearly, monthly, 



Lists of holidays and places to record special days 
in your family 



Planners for your horneschool - 
to meet your individual needs 



in various styles 




• Pages for both long-term and short-term 
homeschooling goals 

» Curriculum planning forms 

• Evaluation forms and test score recording sheets 

• A through-the-BIble In a [school) year schedule 

• Forms for recording Bible memory and other 
memory work 

• Logs for recording books read,, movies and 
documentaries viewed, etc 

• A field trip planning form and recording log 

■ A sample science lab sheet and nature study 
sheets 

• A place to record extracurricular activities 

• Outside classes, co-op, and support group 
information and recording sheets 

■ Household planning forms 

• Daily weekly, and monthly household schedule 
charts 

■ Grocery menu-planning, and food logs 

• Various budget and financial planning forms 

• Garden planning sheets 

• An appliance and electronics inventory sheet 

• Vacation planning ideas 

■ Address and telephone records 

• And muck much more' 

Fall In love with homeschooling again. With The 
2010 Schoolhouse Planner, you'll have all the 
information you need to keep things running 
smoothly all year long, Just personalize the 
pages for your family and start planning. 
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Introduction 



When we begin homeschooling, we are full of questions, and hon- 
estly, the questions never stop. Just as we encourage curiosity 
in our children and train them to find answers throughout their 
lives, we should as well! As you homeschool, you're sure to discover that the 
more you know, the more you realize how much more there is to know. 
And that's why we've created this gift for you. 

While we couldn't possibly answer all of the questions that homeschool 
parents ask, what we've done is to try to give you the basics — a Home- 
school 101 of sorts — that will provide you with a strong, basic foundation 
of homeschool knowledge and point you in the direction of resources that 
you might want to explore further. 

Feel free to pass this supplement along to friends who homeschool or are 
even just considering homeschooling. We can all learn along together! A 

May God richly bless you on your homeschool journey, 
The Staff of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine 



The Old Schoolhouse Homeschool 101 Supplement 

© 2010 The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, LLC 
P.O. Box 8426, Gray, TN 37615 

Printed in the United States of America 
All rights reserved 

Project Manager: Nancy Carter 
Project Assistant: Donna Campos 
Project Editor: Karen Sargent 
Cover Design: Christi Gifford 
Layout: David Borrink 

This published work may contain facts, views, opinions, statements, recommendations, hyperlinks, refer- 
ences, websites, advertisements and other content and links or references to external sources (collectively, 
"Content") not owned or controlled by the publisher, The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, LLC ("TOS"). 
This Content does not necessarily reflect the views, opinions or recommendations of TOS, and any reli- 
ance upon such Content is taken at the user's sole risk. TOS and the individual contributors have made 
reasonable efforts to include accurate, current, "family-friendly" Content, but TOS makes no warranties or 
representations as to the accuracy, safety or value of Content contained, published, displayed, uploaded, 
downloaded or distributed through or as part of this publication and assumes no liability or responsibility 
for the content of linked or referenced sources or for errors or omissions in Content. Users are advised that 
online content, and the user's experience, may change during use or over time, and are strongly advised 
to use discernment and wisdom when considering advice and recommendations made in this or any other 
published work. TOS accepts no responsibility for the actions of third parties or for Content provided, 
uploaded, linked or posted by third parties. 



For More 
Information: 

Homeschool requirements are 
legislated by each individual 
state and vary greatly. The 
Home School Legal Defense 
Association (HSLDA) provides 
helpful links to each state's 
homeschool regulations and 
support groups. Please visit 
www.hslda.org to determine the 
rules for your state. 

Find encouraging research 
and statistcs regarding 
homeschooling at 
www.nheri.org. 

And, don't overlook the benefit 
of connecting with other 
homeschoolers online. There 
is a wealth of experience, 
information, encouragement, 
and fellowship at 
www.HomeschoolBlogger.com . 
You'll find bloggers ranging 
from classical homeschoolers 
to unschoolers and everything 
in between. Journal your 
homeschool journey, practice 
your writing skills, let the world 
know what you think about 
things, or just read along. The 
choice is yours. 
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and assessments that deliver academic success. 

The Best Support 
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Calvert Academic 

The ideal curriculum for students who thrive on being challenged. 
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A comprehensive curriculum with added support in 
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he Basics 



Homeschooling: Questions You Should Ask 




"What is most 

important is that 

you are in unity with 

your spouse and you 

know the heart of 

God for your own 

family/' 




"The steps of a good man are ordered by 
the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. " 
Psalm 37:23 

New to homeschooling? Welcome! 
You have just decided to join the 
ranks of the beginning home- 
schoolers who are wondering what they are 
getting themselves into. And, I might add, 
"Congratulations!" You are embarking on 
the journey of a lifetime! 

Are you a little terrified or are you over- 
whelmed with choices? Are you wonder- 
ing about curriculum, your teaching style, 
your child's learning style, or maybe just 
how to schedule it all on top of the regular 
household duties? 

First, relax and realize that as God has 

called you to this road less traveled, He 

will provide what is necessary for the 

trip. There is no "one size fits all" in 

homeschooling — no singular "right" 

way to provide an education for your 

children. There are as many varied 

methods as there are families who 

homeschool and they are all doing 

the job extremely well. 

It can still be very overwhelm- 
ing looking down that long road of 
homeschooling when your vantage 
point is the starting line. One of 
the first things to do is establish 



your thoughts and make some goals. Let's 
begin to answer some basic questions by 
asking a few more. 

Values and Viewpoints 

What are your values and viewpoints 
(your "philosophy") of education? In other 
words, in the long run, what is important 
to you and your family? What do you want 
the education of your children to achieve 
for them? Write it down. Do you want them 
well educated in man's wisdom in order to 
be able to answer every man? Do you want 
them well educated in God's precepts? Do 
you want them to eventually go to college 
or do you prefer apprenticeship? Are you 
in favor of workbooks or would you rather 
your child's interests direct the way? What 
are your personal convictions? How will 
they fit into your educational goals? 

Process 

What exactly do you want to accomplish 
this year with your children? What do you 
need in terms of books and supplies to fit 
with what you want to accomplish? For ex- 
ample, if you have a second grader who is 
not reading yet, your goal may be to teach 
that child to read. How you do that depends 
on the curriculum you choose, the learning 
style the child has, and the resources avail- 
able. Will you use a book, or will you make 
your own flashcards? Will you use a few 
workbook pages a day, or will you read and 
have him sound things out with you? Is he 
coming home from public or private school? 
He may be used to a more organized, work- 
book format. When you have a plan, then 
you can begin looking at how to accomplish 
that plan and with what curriculum, if any. 
Sit down with your spouse to discuss and 
pray over your educational goals for each 
child each year and write them down. 

Personality 

What type of personality does your fam- 
ily have? Are you well organized with 
your time or more relaxed? Do you enjoy 
paperwork or nature walks? Are you proj- 
ect oriented, or would you rather read good 
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books? Are you scheduled or spontaneous? 
If you know the dynamics of your family 
and your own teaching style, you will be 
better able to decipher what will actually 
work for your family. 

What kind of learners are your children? 
Do they learn better by seeing (visual), 
hearing (auditory), or doing (kinesthet- 
ic)? Will they learn better with textbooks, 
hands-on projects, narration, or a combina- 
tion? Only look for things that you can eas- 
ily use and that will enhance their ability to 
learn. Get practical and make a list for each 
child about what he or she needs, and keep 
it basic. Don't overwhelm yourself with 
extras that are not necessary. 

Your family is so unique that you will be 
different from all others in your approach, 
your goals, and your convictions. As you 
go along and find out what works in your 
household, your personal style will begin to 
emerge. What is most important is that you 
are in unity with your spouse and you know 
the heart of God for your own family. 

Getting Practical 

Let's get a little more practical. If your 
children are very young and just beginning 
homeschooling, you will only need a few 
good resources. They must be taught to 
read, so they will need some type of pho- 
nics lessons. For writing, they can begin 
writing simple words on lined paper or 
you can find a resource to help them shape 
their letters. You'll need a good math book 
which covers the basics and offers repeti- 
tion for reinforcement. Or, at this age, you 
can do it yourself: math manipulatives 
can be beans or Cheerios. Most likely you 
will not need anything extra that you don't 
already have around the house. And, of 
course, you should be reading the Bible 
to them daily, as well as good history, sci- 
ence, and just plain fun reading books. 

A fun way to learn at this age is unit-type 
studies. You can make your own by allow- 
ing the children to pick a topic they are in- 
terested in and then go to the local library 
for many of your resources. Keep a binder 
of what they learn and their drawings along 
the way. Throw in a few field trips, and you 
will have provided a very successful learn- 
ing experience. 

What about housework? Teach your 
children to do chores when they are very 
young, and you will have help for all those 
household duties that need to be done dai- 



ly. Plan for a little mess to pile up here and 
there, and then plan to clean it up together. 
It's all part of the learning process. 

Getting Support 

As this is the beginning of your ad- 
venture, don't go it alone. It is extremely 
helpful to get support. A few like-minded 
friends or a support group will work won- 
ders in answering your questions and of- 
fering encouragement. Keep reading, keep 
asking questions, and you're sure to find 
many answers. 

It is important to check with Home 
School Legal Defense Association ( www. 
hslda.org ) for any questions relating to legal 
issues in your state, and consider becoming 
members in order to protect your family 
legally. Stay in tune to the homeschooling 
community by subscribing to a good home- 
schooling newsletter (such as those offered 
on www.Crosswalk.com and www. The 
HomeSchoolMagazine.com ) and a quality 
magazine (such as The Old Schoolhouse®). 
You would benefit from hearing about how 
other families homeschool. 

For the Teacher 

What about you, the new teacher? What 
do you need personally? You need to soak 
yourself in the Word of God and keep feed- 
ing yourself spiritually until you are over- 
flowing with His joy and confidence. If He 
has called you to teach your children, His 
grace will be sufficient for any perceived 
weakness you think you have. And when 
you take those first steps down the home- 
schooling road, keep your eyes on the Au- 
thor and Finisher of your children's educa- 
tion. And, by the way, the journey will be 
worth every effort as you see your children 
open up and flourish before you. mm 

Deborah Wuehler is the senior editor for 
The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, wife 
to Richard, and mom to eight gifts from 
heaven. She loves digging for buried 
treasure in the Word, reading, writing, 
homeschooling, and dark chocolate! 



Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

The Homeschool Requirements (p.B6) 



page is a great way to record the law 

for your state, or you might use it to 

compare the regulations in several 

states when considering a move. 



Innovative 

Phonics-to-Fluency 

Software for 

Hands-on Reading 

and Spelling 



Talking Fingers 




Our new software, for grades 2-4, 

de-mystifies spelling and teaches 

children to recognize frequently 

repeated patterns in words. 

From the creators of 

Read, Write & Type! 




Read, Write d? Type 






Door Prize!! 

Home Edition of Read, Write & Type Online Edition 
For one student 



1-800-674-9126 

www.talkingfingers.com 
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he Basics 



What Are Learning Styles? 




"Your preferred 

learning style may be 

different from your 

child's preferred 

learning style, and your 

children may have 

different learning styles 

from each other/ 7 



The topic of learning styles is a popular 
one among all kinds of educators, 
including homeschoolers. This topic 
can become complex, and much time and 
effort have been devoted to researching 
learning styles. Some researchers use 
different terms, some use the same terms 
but define these terms differently, and 
many researchers describe these learning 
styles differently. Much of the educational 
research that has been done is more 
technical than the typical homeschooling 
parent needs to study. 

The basic premise of learning styles is 
that not everyone learns the same way. Or 
to put it another way: 
People learn in different ways. 




The three simplest and most common 
divisions of learning styles are: visual, 
auditory, and kinesthetic. 

A visual learner is one who learns pri- 
marily through visual input. Visual learn- 
ers are good at interpreting visual data 
such as charts, graphs, and maps. When 
spelling, they can often tell if the word is 
spelled correctly because it "looks" right. 
They can effectively learn new concepts 
and facts by reading about them. 

An auditory learner is one who learns 
primarily through sound input. These 
learners are much more able to remember 
a book that is read to them than one that 
they read themselves. An auditory learner 
may talk to himself as he works through 
math problems. 

A kinesthetic learner is one who needs 
physical input to learn. He needs to ac- 
tually do something to learn, rather than 
hearing or reading alone. 

Many people have a dominant learn- 
ing style, but most can learn using all the 
learning styles to at least some degree. 
One very important thing to remember 
is that your preferred learning style may 
be different from your child's preferred 
learning style, and your children may 
have different learning styles from each 
other. As teachers, it is natural for us to 
teach to our dominant learning style. Af- 
ter all, that's how we understand it best, 
so shouldn't everyone? It is sometimes 
difficult to remodel your style to fit your 
children's learning styles. 

How Can I Determine My Child's 
Learning Style? 

You know your own children best. 
You know what kinds of activities they 
enjoy and what games are the most fun 
for them. If one learning style is ex- 
tremely dominant, it will often be obvi- 
ous to you. One way to determine which 
teaching method works best is to experi- 
ment with different methods. It is wise 
to teach to all the different styles any- 
way, because people need to be able to 
learn in more than one way. However, 
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there are times when it is valuable to ob- 
tain a more objective determination of 
your child's learning style. 

There are many tests available to help 
you determine your child's learning 
style. Here are just a few of the possi- 
bilities that are free or inexpensive. 

• The chart found at www.chami- 
nade.org is not a test, but lists char- 
acteristics of each learning style to 
aid in determining learning style. 

• Piedmont Education Services offers 
a free online test of learning styles 
at www.pesdirect.com . 

• The Way They Learn, by Cynthia 
Ulrich Tobias (Focus, 1998) is 
an excellent book on the topic of 
learning styles that is written to the 
parent. 

• Educational Diagnostic Prescriptive 
Services (EDUDPS) sells a product 
called The Concise Learning Styles 
Assessment ( www.edudps.com ). 
This simple, written test costs less 
than $10. 

• Another free online test, www.engr. 
ncsu.edu , was developed at North 
Carolina State University and was 
designed for college students to 
determine their own learning styles. 
The test uses some additional mea- 
sures and terms for learning styles. 
A good explanation of the terms is 
found at www4.ncsu.edu . 

You should be aware that none of 
these tests will necessarily work for 
young children because you have to 
determine the answers to the questions 
for them. While you may think that you 
know the answers to their preferences, 
you might be surprised. 

How Do I Teach to Different Learn- 
ing Styles? 

Visual learners will learn best with 
activities that use sight. Charts and di- 
agrams are helpful to visual learners. 
Visual learners tend to like highlighters 
and color coding. Flashcards are good 
study tools. Include written instructions 
for assignments. 

Reading aloud and audio books are 
great tools for auditory learners. Also, 
it is helpful for auditory learners to lis- 
ten to things such as math facts and vo- 
cabulary words. Make sure that auditory 
learners are in a position where they can 



hear you well when you are teaching. 
Visit www.librivox.org to search for 
free audio books. 

Kinesthetic learners need to do things 
to learn. This obviously includes hands- 
on projects, but don't neglect the rest of 
the body. It is often helpful for the kin- 
esthetic learner to pace while memoriz- 
ing facts. Allow him to have breaks to 
move around after periods of sitting. 

Remember that the learning style 
model is only a tool. While determin- 
ing the learning styles of your children 
and using appropriate teaching meth- 
ods may be helpful, that alone will not 
work miracles in your homeschool. In 
addition, remember that certain tasks 
will inherently be catered to one par- 
ticular learning style, and your child 
will have to learn to develop that par- 
ticular skill. So use your knowledge of 
learning styles to help your students in 
areas of particular struggle, but don't 
cripple them by only teaching to their 
one dominant learning style, mm 

Kristen Hamilton is the mother of 
four children who have always been 
homes chooled. Inspired by The Well- 
Trained Mind early in their homeschool 
journey, she and her husband are 
trying to provide their family with a 
classical education. Their homeschool- 
ing style is constantly evolving as they 
seek the best ways to interest and teach 
their children, but they still consider 
themselves classical educators. Above 
all, her family seeks to bring glory and 
honor to Christ in not only their learn- 
ing, but in all that they do. Kristen 
blogs at A Day in the Life and On the 
Company Porch . 
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he Basics 



Is Special Needs Homeschooling Possible? 




"Homeschooling is 

not just academic 

training, it is life 

training." 





I am often asked by parents, how 
can I possibly homeschool my spe- 
cial needs child? Or a slight varia- 
tion, how can I teach my special needs 
child — he/she needs more than I can 
give? These questions flicker through 
every homeschooler's mind at some 
point. You are not alone in considering 
whether you can provide a quality edu- 
cation and quality life for your special 
needs child. It is a mark of what a loving 
parent you are to consider your child's 
needs. Let me assure you the answer to 
these questions is a loud and resound- 
ing, YES, YOU CAN! 

Homeschooling can provide a wide 
enough and strong enough platform 
that your child with special needs can 
thrive. Homeschooling is an extraordi- 
nary choice for our special needs chil- 
dren. There are no IEP, evaluations, or 
reams of paperwork to deal with (de- 
pending on state laws). The simplicity of 
homeschooling helps in the speed with 
which you can adjust and change to what 
your child needs. If you need therapy for 
sensory issues, you get it. If your child 
has succeeded to read, you can move 
straight into more advanced readers. If 
your child requires repeated visits to the 
doctor, you do not have to account for 
each visit to the school system. You, the 
parents, are in charge of direction and 
content of your homeschool. 

Special needs homeschooling is simi- 
lar to traditional homeschooling, what- 
ever the ability level of your student. 
But first, you need to assess where your 
child's strengths and weaknesses lie. 
What grade level is he working at for 
each subject? You can do this by testing 
your child. There are tests available to 
administer at home from places such as 
Bob Jones University and Alpha Omega 
Publications. This will help you find the 
proper learning materials and grade-level 
placement. A clear picture of where your 
student is academically will also help 
you set goals. You need to set goals high 
enough that your child will feel accom- 



plished and closer to an overall goal of 
graduation. 

The content and material you use for 
your homeschooling are also a benefit. 
You can tailor all of your child's mate- 
rial for learning to your child's special 
need or ability level. Learning material is 
plentiful! You can get a regular textbook 
with a teacher's edition. There are other 
options such as lapbooks (file folders 
with small, hands-on projects glued in), 
unit studies, Bible-centered curriculum, 
a classical approach, and many, many 
more! You can find the perfect fit to your 
family style. Taking the time to decide 
on your family style will help you decide 
which learning materials to use. This is a 
large responsibility but one that will re- 
ward your child greatly ! 

You are also able to get materials that 
better reflect the beliefs of your home. 
Special needs children can easily soak in 
the attitudes and beliefs of those in close 
contact with them. Isn't it our responsi- 
bility as parents to be sure that we are 
teaching our children God's Word and 
attitudes? Homeschooling allows you to 
teach not only academics but also spiri- 
tual truths. It is a delight to see your child 
working with the Lord's Word every day 
and growing in Christ. 

Your teaching methods can also be as- 
sets to your child's learning experience. 
There are three modes of learning that 
can be helpful in teaching your child: 
kinesthetic, visual, and auditory. Your 
child may need a very hands-on, kines- 
thetic approach to learning, so he will 
need more curriculum choices that have 
manipulatives to work with. Perhaps 
your child is more visually oriented and 
wants to read and see his learning ma- 
terials. There are also children who do 
best if they can hear the material you are 
working on. Your child's disability may 
also make one mode of learning much 
more usable than any other. I have found 
that many of our special needs children 
need a strong component of kinesthetic, 
active learning to solidify ideas in their 
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memories. As teaching parents, we need 
to be as aware of our children's strengths 
as we are of their weaknesses. 

Family and parental relationships will 
also thrive with homeschooling. You are 
there every day helping them, cheering 
them on to bigger and better things, pro- 
viding the leadership and structure they 
so badly need, building up trust in a child 
who may find it hard to trust and form 
a relationship. I once witnessed a child 
being taken to school by his mother. He 
was in elementary school, probably about 
second grade. She had to park the car, get 
out, and in front of the school, drag her 
son out of the car and into the school. He 
was crying, screaming, and begging not 
to go. He held on to the open window 
frame of the car with all his might while 
Mom dragged him off. She was mad, 
flustered, and in tears herself. She looked 
around at those of us standing there and 
said, "He can't help it; he's special." I 
wanted to cry for them both. What kind 
of trust and relationship could they have 
if every day she disregarded him this 
badly, ignoring his actions, words, and, 
worst of all, tears? 

Many special needs children desper- 
ately need a solid, trusting foundation to 
begin relationships. A child with autism 
has trouble making and supporting rela- 
tionships, in part because of his lack of 
imitative skills. If you are home with him 
constantly reinforcing these skills the 
same way each time, your child will be 
better able to imitate them. Being home 
with your child, helping him through the 
frustrating times, and cheering with him 
in the good times helps to build a foun- 
dation of trust. You can encourage your 
child to stretch beyond his comfort levels 
when he trusts you. 

We are allowing our children to de- 
velop socially and emotionally at the 
rate the Lord has determined for them. 
My lovely daughter is a bit slow in her 
social growth. She has autism, but I firm- 
ly expect her to make friends and have 
a wonderful, people-filled life. I under- 
stand she needs some extra time, and ho- 
meschooling allows me to go at her rate. 
That doesn't mean I don't set goals or 
have high standards. It means that I mon- 
itor closely what she is able to do with- 
out being too advanced, frustrating her, 
or producing anxiety. I do not force on 



her artificial charts and rates of growth 
that just don't match my lovely daughter. 
Homeschooling allows you the freedom 
to allow this growth naturally. 

Homeschooling is not just academic 
training, it is life training. Personal care 
skills often have to be taught to our spe- 
cial needs children. There are children 
who need solid, repeated training in per- 
son care. Homeschooling allows you to 
teach your child in the setting where the 
work needs to be done. Isn't it silly to talk 
about tooth brushing from a ditto, and 
then expect a child who needs that kind 
of extra assistance to be able to transfer 
that information to the real thing? Yes, 
it is, so go to the bathroom and teach as 
you go, repeating and reinforcing learn- 
ing as you live your life. 

You have been blessed with a special 
child. The joys and the challenges that 
come with your child are abundant. I can 
reach the highest peak of happiness and 
hit the lowest valley in one day. Does 
homeschooling add to that load? Home- 
schooling does take time to plan out and 
implement. You will be giving away the 
time you might have to yourself if you 
sent your child off to school. But the 
trade-off is a better relationship, a better 
education, and a teacher for your child 
every year of his schooling who loves 
him (you)! You are showing each and 
every day to your child that he is worth 
your time and effort. You are also show- 
ing that following God's plan is worth 
the extra work, iii 

Heather and her husband have been 
happily married since 1996 and have 
been blessed with five children. They 
began their homeschooling journey 
in 2001. The Laurie children have a 
genetic disorder that causes a large va- 
riety of medical and learning problems 
which has brought their homeschooling 
journey to many unexpected places. 
The wide assortment of problems 
the children are dealing with has left 
Heather uniquely positioned to discuss a 
large variety of special needs situations. 
Visit Heather at www. homes choolblog 
ger. com/gfcfmomofmany and 
www.specialneedshomeschooling.com, 
or write her at gfcfmomofmany(a)yahoo. 
com. God bless. 
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Freedom to Grow in an Environment of Grace 




"When we value God 

and His promises, 

we quickly learn that 

He is a God who can 

be trusted." 




If it were not for my adventurous 
imagination, school would have 
been like solitary confinement in a 
maximum security prison. In elementary 
school, my high grades reflected only my 
ability to memorize facts; my level of 
reasoning and comprehension remained 
below average. In high school, where a 
higher level of reasoning was required, 
my grades tumbled and with them, mo- 
tivation to apply myself to study. "Why 
would anyone 'give their all' when there 
are so few rewards and so much failure?" 
I reasoned. 

If labeling a child for inattentiveness or 
hyperactivity had been prevalent during 
my childhood, I certainly would have been 
a candidate for ADD, ADHD, BDHD, 
ZDDD ! I was "a handful" with an indefati- 
gable spirit. For me, school was imprison- 
ment. Looking back, I attribute this distaste 
for school to four factors: 

1 . Underdeveloped reasoning 
capabilities 

2. Environmental pressures and stress 

3. Fear 

4. Character weakness 

The first, underdeveloped reasoning ca- 
pabilities, is a common problem, especial- 
ly in the early years of growth. Children's 
mental capabilities grow at different rates, 
and children of the same chronological 
age are often at different developmen- 
tal stages. Children are neither meant to 
nor able to grasp the same content that 
the teacher or parent presents. Forcing or 
pressuring a child to learn beyond his/her 
capabilities will only frustrate him and, 
in the end, lower his level of reasoning. 
Children subject to this approach rarely 
reach their potential as fear suppresses the 
ability to learn. 

Fear, I believe, is the single greatest fac- 
tor that impedes a child's ability to learn. 
When the level of fear is high, the level of 
reasoning is low. Lower the level of fear 
and you will see the level of reasoning and 
risk-taking increase. Risk-taking is essen- 
tial in the learning process. Without risk, 
children will persevere to unlock those 



"mental blocks" in order to achieve mas- 
tery. For example, a fearful, insecure child 
learning division for the first time will be 
easily frustrated and more apt to give up 
before this challenging concept is under- 
stood and applied through repetition and 
trial and error. The greater the fear, the 
lower the level of risk-taking and reason- 
ing. Some children are born with an in- 
quisitive nature and actually enjoy facing 
obstacles. They enjoy the process of dis- 
covery and remain motivated until the an- 
swers are found. These children do not suc- 
cumb to fear easily. Their mental abilities 
are strong enough to carry them through 
most learning environments. 

We must strive to lower the level of 
fear in order to raise the level of reason- 
ing. The first and most significant fear 
factor is found at home. The stronger the 
relationship between Mom and Dad, the 
more security a child possesses, enabling 
him to tackle life's challenges. When a 
child fears that the relationship that holds 
his life together is breaking down, feel- 
ings of insecurity and worry are often in- 
surmountable, resulting in an inability to 
concentrate. Other fear factors that con- 
tribute to a child's learning difficulties in- 
clude the fear of failing; fear of an angry 
parent, teacher, or principal; fear of peers; 
fear of the death of a loved one; and more 
recently, the fear of terrorism. Though 
this list is not exhaustive, it does repre- 
sent some of the destructive fears a child 
faces today. In light of war and terrorist 
threats, the threshold of fear for children 
has significantly increased. 

So how do we address these external 
fears that paralyze our children? If relation- 
ships at home are healthy, then a child's 
ability to cope with external fears comes 
from his internal value system. Let me 
explain. The reason a child is devastated 
when conflicts arise between parents is be- 
cause a child's parents are one of his most 
valued treasures. Children place a priceless 
value upon a mom and dad who love each 
other. When there are unresolved conflicts 
or divorce, a child's greatest value has been 
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threatened or destroyed, thus suppressing 
his motivation. 

For children who have an undeveloped 
level of reasoning but an overdeveloped 
imagination, there is only one alternative 
while being held captive in school, and 
that is to escape! Yes indeed, while lis- 
tening to the lectures of well-intentioned 
teachers, children like me appear to be lis- 
tening, but we've really been transported 
to some distant land. For example, when 
the history teacher begins to lecture on 
Marco Polo, children like me are riding in 
the caravan as we are about to meet Ghen- 
gis Khan. Unfortunately, by the time our 
imagination is brought back to the teach- 
er's presentation, we are so far behind that 
we are lost, grappling for someone to help 
us. We look over to our neighbor only to 
view his extensive notes compared to our 
empty page. Next, we are asked to pay 
attention only to feel embarrassed. Fear 
settles in, the defenses go up, and off we 
go to another distant land. 

Our low test scores and inability to com- 
prehend what we read are poor indicators 
of our true abilities. If you could inter- 
view my high school teachers and ask if 
Mark Hamby would be a likely candidate 
for three master's degrees and a Ph.D., 
they would politely smile and then laugh. 
They would ask if this is the same Mark 
Hamby who hated to read, scored poorly 
on tests, was easily distracted, and would 
be remembered more as the class comedian 
than a scholar. How did such a disdain for 
reading and learning turn into an insatiable 
desire to grow in knowledge, instruction, 
and wisdom? This is not to suggest that 
I've arrived, but oh, I do desire to learn. 
Before we answer the question of "how," 
let's first look at the reasons behind the 
lack of motivation to learn. 

Value (def.) — that which we treasure 
the most. 

Motivations are driven by what we val- 
ue. When a child's values have been threat- 
ened or destroyed, he will build up walls 
behind which to hide, thereby protecting 
himself. There is just no room for confi- 
dence and self-worth. His most treasured 
values have just been shattered, and he is 
not going to be hurt again! These children 
are often misjudged and devalued by well- 
meaning adults. 

Allow me to illustrate. As I was writ- 



ing this article, I was aboard an airliner. 
Seated in the front row, I was struggling 
to come up with a synonym for the word 
"determined." So, being the shy intro- 
vert that I am, I asked the flight attendant 
seated a few feet in front of me for her 
help. She smiled and said, "How about the 
word 'driven'?" "Perfect," I said. "That 
will work." A few minutes later she asked 
if she could hear how it sounded in the 
sentence I had written. This evoked a con- 
versation on values and motivation. I ex- 
plained how I believe peace at home is an 
essential component to self-worth, which 
is governed by our motivations, which are 
driven by what we value, thus laying the 
foundation of our character. 

Children who live in fear possess weak 
character because their self- worth and mo- 
tivations are based on what I call "descend- 
ing values." Descending values are self- 
centered rather than God-centered, and 
character that is developed in an environ- 
ment of fear is "self -centered." Children 
who have been hurt and are afraid of more 
attacks will insulate themselves as much as 
possible. The more they protect and iso- 
late themselves, the more they "descend" 
and fall away from the only true source of 
love and protection — God Himself. He has 
promised never to leave us or forsake us, 
but this doesn't guarantee a life without 
pain. It does mean that we can trust Him 
no matter how difficult life may become. 
When we value God and His promises, we 
quickly learn that He is a God who can be 
trusted. Unfortunately, those who live in 
fear often trust their self-prescribed protec- 
tion more than the God of infinite love and 
resources. The tightly-clung- to values of 
self-preservation soon decay as a myriad 
of other protective devices replace the old 
descending ones. 

The flight attendant then did something 
that surprised me. She removed her seat 
belt and stood beside me. She began to tell 
me how her parents divorced when she was 
in fifth grade. She described the fighting, 
yelling, and physical abuse that molded her 
childhood. Then she said something that 
added further confirmation to my thesis. 
She said that she could remember her re- 
port card in fourth grade. Her school graded 
by letters such as "N" for "needs improve- 
ment" or "G" for "good work," etc. She 
said she could remember receiving all N's. 

Continued » 
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Freedom to Grow in an Environment 
of Grace (continued) 

But one in particular stuck in her mind. It 
was an "N" for show and tell. Because she 
had refused to stand in front of the class to 
show and tell anything, the teacher inter- 
preted this as disobedience, and evaluated 
her as an uncooperative child. I see this 
as a child who was afraid of rejection and 
hurt, resulting in low self- worth, low risk, 
and a longing for somebody to protect and 
love her! 

Oh, may God open our eyes. Our chil- 
dren need our unconditional love and pro- 
tection. They need to know, experientially, 
that they are fully loved, fully known, 
without any fear of rejection. Children 
who know they are unconditionally loved, 
in spite of what others know about them, 
will be more willing by God's grace to ad- 
mit their weaknesses/sins and ask for help. 
They will be more willing to remove the 
mask of safety and tear down the walls of 
protection if they sense that we have their 
best interest in mind. Children who sense 
that they are loved in this way will possess a 
lower level of fear, which in itself is a pow- 
erful motivating factor toward "ascending" 
values and character development. Allow 
me to explain. Fear, according to John in 
his first epistle, involves punishment. But 
perfect love casts out fear. In the context of 
John's discourse on fear and love, he is re- 
ferring to eternal judgment. But John wants 
his readers to know that those who know 
God, or are known by Him, do not need to 
fear punishment because God has already 
demonstrated His great love toward them 
through the life and death of His Son. Be- 
cause of this great love, we are presented 
with life's highest possible value — a value 
of such worth that once found, one would 
be willing to give anything to possess it. 

With God and His Son as our highest 
value, we are motivated unto love and 
good works because we know how much 
He gave on our behalf. It's quite simple. 
When someone does something for you 
that is sacrificial and loving, it motivates 
you to reciprocate in some way to show 
your appreciation for their love and sac- 
rifice. Because you have been greatly 
valued, you in turn are motivated to love 
and sacrifice for others. For the believer, 
new motivations are driven by a new sense 
of value — God and His lavish love. It is 



amazing what happens when we place a 
high value on others. Children and adults 
become motivated to please because they 
appreciate being valued, and value recipro- 
cates value; it ascends. God valued us, and 
we in turn value Him and others. 

Misunderstanding the depth of God's 
unfathomable love (and if unfathom- 
able, we can never truly comprehend its 
depths) is the single greatest reason why a 
Christian would possess a low self-worth. 
When one realizes how much they are 
fully loved (valued), having no fear of re- 
jection, their level of fear decreases and 
their level of reasoning and risk-taking 
increases. This, too, is ascending. The 
higher one feels valued, the more a child 
is motivated to learn regardless of failed 
attempts. In fact, they begin to see fail- 
ure as one step closer to success. I believe 
that it was Theodore Roosevelt who once 
said, "Success is failure upon failure, with 
great enthusiasm!" 

May your children truly experience the 
freedom to grow in an environment of grace 
this summer. Surround them with heroes 
and heroines who model persevering char- 
acter and noble deeds. May summer truly 
be a time for growth in your dear family. ii™ 

Recommended Reading for: 

• Boys ages 12 and up: 

Shipwrecked, Sir Knight of the Splendid 
Way; Titus: A Comrade of the Cross; Stick 
to the Raft; The Highland Chairman; The 
Captive; Stephen: A Soldier of the Cross; 
The Archives ofAnthropos; The Pillar 
of Fire; Boys of Grit Who Changed the 
World; Boys of Grit Who Became Men of 
Honor; Joel: A Boy of Galilee. 

- Boys ages 8-12 

Teddy 's Button; The Bird's Nest; Christie s 
Old Organ; Christie the King's Servant; 
The Lost Ruby; Tom Watkin 's Mistake; The 
Stolen Child; The Golden Thread; Clean 
Your Boots, Sir?; The Inheritance; The 
Hedge of Thorns; Tales of the Kingdom 
Trilogy. 

• Girls ages 12 and up: 

The Lamplighter; Sir Knight of the 
Splendid Way; Rosa of Linden Castle; The 
Wide Wide World; Titus: A Comrade of 
the Cross; The Pillar of Fire; The Three 
Weavers; Always in His Keeping; The 
Hedge of Thorns; What is Her Name? 



• Girls ages 8-12 

Probable Sons; The Little Lamb; Nobody 
Loves Me; The White Dove; The Bird's 
Nest; Jessica 's First Prayer; Melody; 
Tales of the Kingdom Trilogy; Christie 's 
Old Organ. 

• Preschool-7 years old: 

The True Princess; The Beggar 's Blessing; 
The Hedge of Thorns Illustrated; Bible 
Stories for Little Ears (audio drama); 
Patch the Pirate (audio — fun-filled char- 
acter lessons with Patch and his crew.) 

Mark Hamby is founder and president of 
Lamplighter Ministries International and 
Lamplighter Publishing . As an author, 
speaker, and Bible teacher, Mark strives 
to help his audience to remove the mask in 
order to expose the heart. It is the mission 
of Lamplighter Ministries "to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord, by build- 
ing Christ-like character one story at a 
time. " With the recent creation of Lamp 
lighter Theatre and the release of its radio 
dramas. Lamplighter is able to reach 
the hearts of millions around the world 
with the message of a hope that never 
disappoints. View the many audio, video, 
and written resources available at www. 
lamplighter.net and learn how you can be 
part of the ministry . 
Copyright, 2009. All rights reserved by 
author below. Content provided by The 
Old Schoolhouse ^ Magazine, LLC . 
Serving my King by serving you, Mark 
Hamby, President of Cornerstone Family 
Ministries & Lamplighter Publishing . 
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he Basics 




Teaching the Difficult Child 



by Malia Russell, Expo Speaker 



Years ago a friend of mine asked me 
to tea and told me to bring my Bible 
along. When we sat down, she start- 
ed going through all the Scriptures where 
the Lord talked about children. 

As the conversation continued, I real- 
ized that she was talking to me as if I did 
not love my children. I was shocked. How 
could she think I did not love them? Be- 
fore I had a chance to speak, she quietly 
stated: "I know you love your children, but 
the way you talk about them does not speak 
the truth of that to them or others." 

"You say things like: 'My child did 

today, do you want 

her?' Or 'I just need a day off from her.' 
Or, 'I am so OVER her fit throwing.'" 
And my voice and tone 
to my children could 
at times be harsh, par- 
ticularly my one who 
always seemed to have 
an exclamation point at 
the end of the name. 

I went home to pon- 
der what she said. Was 
it true? Did I really 
treat my difficult child 
poorly? What about my 
little joking: "Do you 
want her?" That was 
not serious, of course, 
but what exactly DID I mean when I said 
those things? I realized that my own atti- 
tude was not Godly. Next, I prayed about 
my treatment of each of my children, with 
the more difficult one in the forefront of my 
thoughts and developed a plan of action. 

You can remember my plan of action by 
using the acronym STOP. 

S — Stop the sarcasm, joking, and belit- 
tling of my child. 

I had sadly fallen into the habit of joking 
or belittling my child. Here is what I mean. 
When one was being particularly difficult, 
I looked at her other sister and threw my 
hands in the air. Often others felt as an- 
noyed by our special one as I was. But now 
I was convicted that this was true because I 



"He gave this 

precious gift to 

me. And I was 

never going to 

be guilty of being 

ungrateful again/' 



had set up our relationship that way. It had 
become an "us versus her" kind of mindset. 
I would speak in hushed tones about what- 
ever outrageous behavior she had done. I 
would roll my eyes when she behaved er- 
ratically so that my other children would 
see it. With those kinds of ungodly behav- 
ior modeled for them, the children would 
treat one another this way too. It was so 
bad that sometimes when we would hear 
our difficult one coming onto the scene, 
our eyes would lock in an "oh boy, here it 
starts" kind of look. 

But Ephesians 5:4 tells us: "Neither 
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, 
which are not convenient: but rather giving 
of thanks." 

I had to model the 
appropriate way to love 
this one. I started mak- 
ing myself smile broad- 
ly when she entered the 
room. I would not par- 
ticipate in any type of 
derogatory looks, body 
language, or words 
about this child. I had 
to lead the way and stop 
this behavior, and was 
quick to correct it when 
I noticed it among the 
other children. We all 
had to learn to be welcoming to each child 
when he/she arrived in the room. This child 
was still difficult. But instead of seeing her 
as a burden, I saw her as my beloved child, 
in whom my Holy and Living God was 
well-pleased. He created her, knitted her 
in my womb. He gave this precious gift to 
me. And I was never going to be guilty of 
being ungrateful again. 

T — Truth. I became convinced that 
from that day forward, I would try 
to speak only the absolute truth from 
God's Word over her. 

I got in the habit of telling ALL my chil- 
dren: "I'm so glad God gave you to me. 
You are beautiful. I adore you. You are 

Continued » 
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Teaching the Difficult Child 
(continued) 

funny. You are kind. You are sweet. You 
are a delight." 

I also set about renewing my mind daily 
with Scriptures that tell me God's opinion 
of my precious children: 

• Psalm 127:3 

• Proverbs 22:6 

• Psalm 127:4 

• Psalm 139 

If God was so smitten with my children 
that He created each and every one person- 
ally in my womb, who was I to say that 
any one of them was "less than" I hoped, 
prayed, and dreamed? I was deceived. 

O — Overhaul your mind to a new way 
of thinking and acting. 

You may have one or more children that 
just do not seem to learn the way the oth- 
ers do. Here are some of the things we did 
to help: 

Break down tasks into the smallest pos- 
sible pieces. Instead of: "Go complete 
your math assignment," it is: "Go get your 
math book and bring it to me. Good, now 
open up to your lesson. Good. What do 
you need? Do you need a ruler? Go get it 
and bring it here," etc. This gives her the 
highest chance of success and gives me the 
highest chance of being able to praise her 
before any corrections had to occur. Also, 
when there is a failure to follow through, 
you deal with the simple, small behavior, 
and the entire math lesson is not blown. 

Remember that the child is not his or her 
behavior. Even if your child's behavior is 
not praiseworthy and excellent, she as a 
person is excellent and praiseworthy. Like 
Psalm 139 says, the Lord created her the 
way He chose and if it was good enough for 
Him, it should certainly be good enough for 
me. Sometimes I stop her and say: "I am so 
thankful for you." "I think you will make a 
wonderful mother some day because you 
have so much energy." 

Train on behaviors during times of non- 
conflict in a calm and systematic way. 

Work in short time bursts. 

Look for helpful tools. 

Give tactile stimulation when possible. 

Consider your child's natural inclina- 
tions when possible. Children who learn 
well with auditory stimulation love books 
on tape, history on tape, and memory facts 



set to music. I try to mix these things into 
the curriculum as much as possible. 

Set incentives for long-term goals. For 
example, we made a school work chart, 
and for each time she completed all her 
schoolwork for a given day, she got a star. 
Thirty stars meant a special treat or privi- 
lege. Because she had such a long history 
of being very inconsistent, I did not require 
that these 30 days be in a row, so that if she 
missed a day here or there, it did not count 
against her. As she got closer and closer to 
her goal, she got excited and she missed 
fewer and fewer days. 

Teach consideration. Some people can 
work well amongst a lot of confusion, and 
some people cannot. Some children will 
always find a reason to be engaged with 
their siblings. Work on training them to be 
considerate of one another. Teach them to 
use quiet feet and quiet voices during some 
school time. Eliminate some of the "busy- 
work" so that an easily distracted child 
does not have to waste concentrated time 
on trivial work. 

Find a way to make the school work it- 
self a reward. If the day goes well, the chil- 
dren earn reading time to use at bedtime. 
Obviously reading is limited to things you 
choose and approve, so these were often 
part of her school learning. Educational 
computer games can also be an incentive. 
Let them enjoy learning basic facts or de- 
ductive reasoning skills, while at the same 
time feeling awarded. 

Use consistent discipline and simple 
consequences. Be a firm but fair disci- 
plinarian. If you have a "difficult" child, 
I would challenge you to let your rules 
be consistent and your discipline very 
simple. Rules should not change based 
on whether or not you are having a good 
or bad day. It is painful when discipline 
and rules seem arbitrary. It is even worse 
when a child believes that the rules are ap- 
plied differently to him than they are to 
others. I heard a speaker talk about having 
a child whose name always seems to have 
an exclamation point at the end. I work 
very hard to keep that out of my manner 
of speech, but I must confess I still strug- 
gle with this one a little bit. 

I could go on all day telling you all the 
tips and tricks we have learned over the 
years that helped make teaching a difficult 
child more bearable. What made the big- 
gest difference, though, in parenting and 



teaching this daughter of mine was none 
of the tips and tricks. It was the way I 
spoke, behaved, thought, and treated her. 
I am convinced that working diligently 
to change my heart about her is what has 
made the biggest difference in my home. 
Finally, we get to the P in STOP: 

P — Use the Philippians 4:8 test. 

Philippians 4:8 says: 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things. 

If we spend as much time as possible 
focused on the good aspects of our child 
and less upon what we perceive to be their 
flaws or differences, our children will be 
all the better for it. Once you start seeing 
him/her, rightly, as a child of God who is 
loved just as he or she is, then his or her 
behavior will follow suit, ii™ 

Malia Russell is the blessed wife to Dun- 
can, grateful mother to four home edu- 
cated children ages 4-18, and the director 
of Homemaking 911 . Through her speak- 
ing, writing, and web-based ministry, she 
shares articles, downloads, and work- 
shops to help in many aspects of home 
management and home education, being a 
Godly wife and mother, and becoming the 
type of woman God is calling you to be. 
To learn more about Homemaking 911 or 
Malia, you can contact her via her website 
or by email at Homemaking9 1 1 ®,gmail. 
com, follow her on twitter or add her as 
your facebook friend. 
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If you're a new homeschooler, or just 
beginning to investigate homeschool- 
ing, it will not take you long to discover 
that there are almost as many methods to 
homeschool as there are homeschoolers. 
It can also be difficult for someone new to 
homeschooling or just considering home- 
schooling to figure out what all the methods 
mean. So what is classical education? Who 
was Charlotte Mason? What is a lapbook? 
Unschooling? Relaxed homeschool? Unit 
studies? Eclectic? This article will provide 
basic descriptions of many of the most 
common homeschool methods and provide 
additional resources for studying the meth- 
ods to help you determine what methods 
are best suited for your family. 

Traditional Textbooks 

Let's start with traditional textbooks. This 
method is perhaps the easiest to understand 
initially because it is how most of us were 
taught in traditional schools. The traditional 
textbook method of homeschooling is one 
that has the following characteristics: 

• Textbooks (may have accompanying 
workbooks, or exercises may be 
included in the text) 

• Used for single grade levels 

• Divided into specific subjects 
(English, math, reading, spelling, 
science, etc.) 

There is variation among the traditional 
textbooks. Some texts are full-colored, 
while others are simple and plain. Some are 
designed for students to use independently, 
while some require more outside teaching. 
The assignments may be all computer based, 
written in workbooks, or done on separate 
paper. There may be video instruction avail- 
able either online or on DVD. 

Though most homeschoolers use a text- 
book for some subjects at least some of the 
time, for the traditional textbook method I 
am specifically referring to homeschoolers 
that use a single curriculum provider for 
all of the subjects they are teaching, and 
divide their students into different grade 
levels like traditional schools. 

There are several possible advantages to 



using the traditional textbook method. First, 
the planning is done for you so your time 
can be used teaching your students. Many 
of the textbook curricula allow the student 
to be self-directed if there is instruction 
provided with the text. This could allow 
the parent even greater time to be spent 
in pursuits other than homeschooling, like 
running a business for example. Someone 
who uses a traditional textbook approach 
has less concern about possible gaps in her 
children's education since the curriculum 
companies use a scope and sequence to 
help ensure that standard topics are cov- 
ered. (It should be noted that everyone has 
"gaps" in some areas. No one, no matter 
how well educated, will know everything 
there is to know about every subject, or 
even any one subject.) Also, if enrolling a 
student into a traditional school setting is 
planned for the future, using a traditional 
textbook approach may make placement 
into the school easier, as well as easing the 
transition for the student. 

There are also potential disadvantages 
of traditional textbooks in the home. First, 
they tend to be expensive, especially for 
programs that include video or online in- 
struction. Also, the family doesn't spend 
time learning together if each student has 
all of his own lessons to do. Many pro- 
grams are difficult to use with a student 
who needs to work at a different level in 
different subjects. And being designed 
for a traditional school setting, many text- 
books contain "busywork" that is unneces- 
sary and activities that are impractical for 
home use. Finally, the textbook method 
may require the teacher to spend a lot of 
time correcting and grading papers. 

Following is a list of some of the largest 
curriculum companies that provide com- 
plete curriculum packages. 

• A Beka ( www.abeka.com ) 
o Christian program 
o Three options 

■ A B eka Academy Video 

■ A Beka Academy Parent- 
Directed 

Continued » 
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■ A Beka Book 

• Bob Jones ( www.bjupress.com ) 
o Christian program 

o Three distance learning options 

■ Hard drive 

■ Online 

■ DVD 

• ACE ( www.schooloftomorrow.com ) 
o Christian program 

o Children move at their own pace 

• Alpha Omega ( www . aophomeschool 
ing.com ) 

o Christian program 
o Three options 

■ Lifepacs - workbook program 

■ Switched on Schoolhouse - 
computer-based program 

■ Monarch (available April 1 , 
2010) - online program 

• Rod and Staff ( w w w .rodandstaf f 
books.com ) 

o Christian program - Mennonite 
o Old-fashioned 
• Calvert School (homeschool 
calvertschool.org ) 
o Non-sectarian 
o Classical 

The Charlotte Mason Method 

Charlotte Mason was a British educator 
who lived during the late 19 th and early 20 th 
centuries. She was trained as a teacher and 
spent more than ten years teaching students 
before she began training teachers. In addi- 



tion to teaching children, she believed that 
parents needed to be taught how to bring 
up children. Her books include Home Edu- 
cation, Parents and Children, School Edu- 
cation, Ourselves, Formation of Character, 
and A Philosophy of Education. Charlotte 
Mason's educational philosophy can be 
summed up by the quote, "Education is 
an atmosphere, a discipline, a life." There 
are several key characteristics found in 
the Charlotte Mason method of education. 
These include the use of "living books," 
narration, copywork, dictation, nature 
study, and art and music study. 

The use of living books is probably the 
most widely used of Charlotte Mason's 
philosophies. Simply Charlotte Mason, 
com includes the following definition of 
living books. 

Living books are usually written by 
one person who has a passion for the 
subject and writes in conversational 
or narrative style. The books pull 
you into the subject and involve your 
emotions, so it's easy to remember the 
events and facts. Living books make 
the subject "come alive. ,n 

Living books can be used for a few sub- 
jects or all subjects in a homeschool set- 
ting. There are numerous curricula that 
include using living books instead of tradi- 
tional textbooks. 

Narration is the practice of telling back. 
Cathy Levison writes that 



1 http://simplycharlottemason.com/basics/ 
faq/livingbook/ 



Narration is a simple matter of 
repeating what you know. The act 
of repeating is powerful in its own 
right; it helps to assimilate the newly 
acquired information while activating 
the brain's memory. Plus, the parent 
can detect instantly whether the child 
heard the information . . ? 

Narration can be oral or written. It can 
serve as the initial method of assessment, 
and reading written narrations can also 
serve as review. 

Copywork is another integral part of the 
Charlotte Mason method. It is the practice 
of copying a phrase, sentence, or paragraph. 
Students carefully copy and use their best 
handwriting. Not only does this provide 
handwriting practice in a meaningful con- 
text, but it also shows students models for 
good sentence structure, punctuation, and 
paragraph writing. It is important to choose 
valuable passages for students to copy. 

Dictation is similar to copywork, but in- 
stead of seeing the selection to copy it, the 
student must write the passage, spelling all 
the words from memory, as it is dictated 
one phrase at a time. Dictation is used to 
study and practice grammar and spell- 
ing, as well as improve concentration and 
memory. 

Nature study was very important to 
Charlotte Mason. She believed that children 
needed to spend time outdoors, exploring 
and discovering their surroundings. Many 

2 Home Schooling Methods by Paul & 
Gena Suarez, p. 79 (Broadman and Hol- 
man Publishers, 2006) 
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Charlotte Mason educators have incorpo- 
rated nature study into their homeschools 
by taking nature walks and sketching 
things found in nature. The Handbook of 
Nature Study by Anna Botsford Comstock 
(Comstock Publishing/Cornell University 
Press, 1986) is a classic resource for na- 
ture study that is used by many Charlotte 
Mason homeschoolers. To see examples 
of ways homeschoolers are implementing 
nature study using Comstock' s book, visit 
handbookofnaturestudy.blogspot.com . 

Charlotte Mason also taught that students 
should be exposed to great music and art. 
Her approach to both is very gentle. For 
art study, children should study a picture 
until they can see it in their minds. Then, 
without looking at the picture, the student 
describes it (narration) to the teacher. Af- 
ter the narration, the student looks back at 
the picture to discover what things he may 
have missed in his description. The print 
can be displayed for the child to look at 
on his own during the week as well. The 
approach to music study is similar. Stu- 
dents can simply listen to various pieces of 
music by the same composer. This can be 
done during school or leisure time. 

There are many homeschoolers who 
have studied Charlotte Mason's writings 
and have written books explaining how 
they have put her methods into practice. 
These include A Charlotte Mason Com- 
panion: Personal Reflections on the Gentle 
Art of Learning by Karen Andreola (Char- 
lotte Mason Research and Supply Compa- 
ny, 1998), For the Children's Sake: Foun- 
dations of Education for Home and School 
by Susan Schaeffer Macaulay (Crossway 
Books, 2009), and A Charlotte Mason 
Education by Catherine Levison (Source- 
books, Inc., 1999). In addition, two very 
helpful websites on the Charlotte Mason 
method of education are simplycharlotte- 
mason.com and amblesideonline.org . 

Classical Education 

The definition of classical education is 
somewhat dependent upon whom you ask, 
because there is tremendous variety among 
those who call themselves classical educa- 
tors. However, all that variety can be cate- 
gorized into two general schools of thought 
within classical education: the neo-classi- 
cists and the traditional classicists. 

On one end of the spectrum are those 
that are sometimes referred to as the neo- 



classicists. The essay by Dorothy Sayers, 
entitled The Lost Tools of Learning details 
three stages of learning. (See http://classi 
calhomeschooling.com/ to read the entire 
essay.) Sayers has named these three stages 
the poll-parrot, the dialectic, and the rheto- 
ric stages. Sayers goes on to suggest that in- 
struction during these stages should match 
the strengths of the children. In The Well- 
Trained Mind by Susan Wise Bauer and Jes- 
sie Wise (W.W. Norton & Company, 2009), 
the authors expound on Sayers's original 
essay by detailing educational methods that 
capitalize on these natural stages in students. 
In this book, these respective stages are re- 
named as the grammar stage, the logic stage, 
and the rhetoric stage. 

The grammar stage is the initial stage, 
and it ranges from approximately first 
grade to the sixth grade. This stage is char- 
acterized by the child's ability to memorize 
facts and his thirst for knowledge about 
many different things. The student's pri- 
mary focus should not be analyzing these 
facts at this point, but rather on acquiring 
knowledge that will be used as a founda- 
tion in later studies. An excellent summary 
of the grammar stage written by Christine 
Miller can be found at www.classical-ho 
meschooling.org . 

The grammar stage is followed by the 
logic or dialectic stage. This stage typical- 
ly begins around the middle school years. 
You can recognize when a student is be- 
ginning to enter this stage by the question- 
ing nature of the student. The logic stage is 
when the student begins to constantly ask 
"Why?" Students at this stage exhibit the 
desire and the ability to understand how 
things are interrelated, and an increased ca- 
pacity for logical thought. Many students 
will exhibit some of these aspects of logi- 
cal thought at an earlier age, but parents 
must be careful not to push them out of the 
grammar stage too soon. A more thorough 
exposition of the logic stage can be found 
at www.classical-homeschooling.org . 

The third stage is the rhetoric stage. 
This stage of learning usually coincides 
with the high school years. This usage of 
the term rhetoric should not be confused 
with the common usage of political rheto- 
ric. The rhetoric stage is characterized by 
the student learning to effectively commu- 
nicate his own thoughts and ideas. These 
thoughts and conclusions are drawn from 
the study of great literature and philoso- 



phers of the ages. 

The neo-classicists place great value in 
the study of history, literature, and lan- 
guage. The Well-Trained Mind suggests 
that history should be taught chronologi- 
cally in a repeating, four-year rotation. 
History is divided into four periods repre- 
sented approximately by ancient history, 
Middle Ages and Reformation, colonial 
times through Victorian ages, and modern 
(20th century) history. Ideally these topics 
would be taught in lst-4th grades, then re- 
peated in 5th- 8th grades, and again in the 
9th- 12th grades. There are many curricu- 
lum providers that have modeled their pro- 
grams after this design. 

Another key portion of classical educa- 
tion is the study of at least one classical 
language, usually Latin, although some 
people add or substitute the study of Greek 
or Hebrew. Classical language study is a 
component of both the neo-classical and 
traditional classical methods. Many classi- 
cal educators begin Latin instruction very 
early, in the grammar stage, because that 
is a good time to memorize all the various 
declensions, conjugations, and vocabulary 
required in learning Latin. There are many 
benefits to the study of Latin. It greatly 
increases English vocabulary, because so 
much of English is derived from Latin. 
Also, Latin is a language that requires rig- 
orous thought and thus is good training for 
the mind. An excellent argument by Cheryl 
Lowe of Memoria Press that more thor- 
oughly explains the benefits of Latin study 
can be found at www.memoriapress.com . 

In my opinion, the greatest difference be- 
tween the two classical models is their fo- 
cus. Where the neo-classicist focuses more 
on method in education, the traditional clas- 
sicist' s focus is on content. A traditional 
classicist also values the study of history, 
but the focus is on Western history with a 
strong emphasis on the Greeks and Romans. 
The four-year history rotation is absent from 
the traditional classical classroom. The use 
of the terms grammar, logic, and rhetoric do 
not apply so much to developmental stages 
to the traditional classical educator, but are 
titles of disciplines to be studied. The stages 
are naturally to be followed in any study in- 
dependent of the age of the student. For ex- 
ample, a student who is in the "logic stage" 
according to the neo-classical model, but is 
just beginning to study Latin, must still be- 

Continued » 
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gin with the grammar stage of learning the 
Latin language. 

In addition to the included websites, 
some good books on classical education 
include The Well-Trained Mind by Susan 
Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise (W.W. Nor- 
ton & Company, 2009), Recovering the 
Lost Tools of Learning by Douglas Wilson 
(Crossway Books, 1991), Climbing Par- 
nassus by Tracy Lee Simmons (Intercol- 
legiate Studies Institute, 2007), and The 
Latin Centered Curriculum by Andrew 
Campbell (Non Nobis Press, 2006). 

Unit Studies 

A unit study is a study that is organized 
around a central theme or unit. While study- 
ing the central topic, other related areas are 
explored. Learning these related facts helps 
build student understanding and retention. 

For example, suppose your child wanted 
to learn about sharks. First you might study 
about the different types of sharks, where 
sharks live, what they eat, etc. But in a unit 
study you would take it a step further. You 
might add geography by locating where 
different sharks live on the globe. You 
could study health and safety by doing re- 
search on sharks attacking humans and how 
to avoid being attacked. You could learn 
about sharks' teeth and compare them to 
the teeth of other animals. You might also 
find fiction books that include sharks to 
add literature to your study. 

Jessica Hulcy, the author of the KONOS 
unit study curriculum, suggests the follow- 
ing benefits of the unit study method. First, 
units integrate subjects for retention and 
understanding. Units also challenge stu- 
dents at their own level. This makes them 
ideal to use with multiple students of vary- 
ing ages. Finally, discovery learning cre- 
ates thinkers and units build relationships 
and families. 3 

There are many different curriculum 
choices that employ the unit study meth- 
od. Some of them are complete programs 
that cover many subjects for many levels, 
while other units are much shorter and 
smaller in scope. 

The KONOS curriculum is a unit study 

3 Home Schooling Methods by Paul & 
Gena Suarez, p. 94-96 (Broadman and 
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curriculum with its units revolving around 
different character traits such as attentive- 
ness, obedience, orderliness, and trust. 
Within that context many subjects are 
covered including senses, birds, authority, 
military, horse, planets, calendars, floating, 
and ships. For more information on KO- 
NOS, visit www.konos.com . 

Five in a Row, created by Jane Claire 
Lambert, is another popular homeschool 
unit study curriculum. Five in a Row units 
are built using children's books as the cen- 
tral theme. The same book is read in its en- 
tirety each day for five days. On each day, 
a different subject is taught using the book 
as the starting point. The original Five in a 
Row units were written for students ages 
4 to 8, but more units have been written 
for both younger and older students. To 
read more about Five in a Row, visit www. 
fiveinarow.com . 

Another large-scale unit study curricu- 
lum is Tapestry of Grace by Marcia Somer- 
ville. This unit study also adheres to many 
of the principles of the neo-classical educa- 
tion method and is centered on the chrono- 
logical study of the history of the world and 
God's hand in that history. Along with his- 
tory, Tapestry of Grace includes literature, 
geography, philosophy, art, government, 
Bible, and church history. It is designed to 
be used with students in first grade through 
twelfth grade, allowing the whole family 
to study the same basic history at the same 
time on different levels. You can find out 
more at www.tapestryofgrace.com . 

All three of the previous unit study curri- 
cula are large and can be used over multiple 
years. But there is a huge variety of short- 
er unit studies available. The Schoolhouse 
Store carries an incredible selection of unit 
studies, including the new Download N 
Go™ series by Amanda Bennett. There is 
sure to be a unit topic of interest at www. 
theoldschoolhousestore.com . 

It is not necessary to purchase a unit 
study for every topic. After trying a few 
unit studies written by others, many find 
that they can effectively design their own 
custom unit studies for their families. 

There are several advantages to writ- 
ing your own unit studies. First, you can 
be sure that there won't be resources that 
you are unable to find, a common frustra- 
tion with purchased studies. Second, you 
can pick the areas to focus on more readily 
when designing your own study. Also, writ- 



ing your own study saves you money over 
buying a ready-made unit study. However, 
the time involved in making unit studies 
makes it a worthwhile expense for many 
homeschoolers to purchase units instead 
of making their own. Unit Studies 101 is a 
helpful resource for those interested in de- 
signing their own unit studies and is avail- 
able at www.theoldschoolhousestore.com . 

Lapbooking is an activity that is often 
associated with unit studies, because it pro- 
vides a way to put everything in the unit 
together into a final product. A lapbook is 
a folder that holds an assortment of smaller 
booklets about the main topic. There are 
many different ways to fold the booklets. 
One of the best websites explaining lap- 
booking is www.squidoo.com/lapbooking . 

Like unit studies, lapbooks can be made 
"from scratch," without purchasing any- 
thing but paper, glue, and folders. But 
many people find it helpful to purchase 
the templates for the books. There are 
several companies that provide lapbooks. 
We've used lapbooks from In the Hands 
of a Child, A Journey Through Learning, 
Knowledge Box Central, and Homeschool 
in the Woods. All of these companies dis- 
play their own unique style in their prod- 
ucts. You can see a selection of lapbooks 
designed by each of these companies at 
www.theoldschoolhousestore.com . 

Unschooling 

"If one were to lay out various methods 
of homeschooling on a spectrum, the tradi- 
tional textbook method is often seen as the 
most school-based, while another, more re- 
laxed method known as unschooling or de- 
light-directed learning would be the antith- 
esis of the stereotypical school experience. 
Unschooling turns parents into facilitators 
rather than teachers, per se. John Holt, a 
schoolteacher, originally used the term un- 
schooling during the 1960s and 1970s to 
describe the process of learning without 
going to school. Since then, unschooling 
has been defined in various ways and is as 
different as each homeschool family that 
practices the method. Rather than incorpo- 
rating the traditional school methods into 
the home, the unschool family creates a 
learning environment focused on the inter- 
ests of the children being educated. Some 
parents removing children from the tradi- 
tional school system will engage in a peri- 
od of deschooling, where the focus is taken 
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off the negatives of the school environment 
and placed instead on being able to relax 
and enjoy learning again. 

While some unschoolers choose to impose 
little to no structure on the children, others 
allow the students to make some of the deci- 
sions with input and guidance from the par- 
ents. Some will establish a flexible schedule 
to be molded and shaped as time and interests 
dictate, while others will adamantly refuse 
advance educational planning. In some cases 
textbooks will be used by the child complete- 
ly against the preferences of the parent, but 
some parents will integrate textbooks, living 
books, and other resources in a manner simi- 
lar to the eclectic homeschool family. The 
common bond between unschoolers, howev- 
er, is an acknowledgement that children are 
able to gain valuable educational experiences 
from a variety of activities and resources and 
that the parent will create an environment 
rich in opportunities to learn. By encouraging 
children to proceed at their own pace through 
interests and hobbies they feel led to pursue, 
we can teach them to stretch their minds and 
solve problems as they encounter them. An 
inherent trust that a child will pursue a be- 
loved topic until he has covered many core 
academic subjects is vital to feeling confident 
as an unschooling parent. Allowing children 
to delve into what delights and intrigues them 
shows them our understanding of (and confi- 
dence in) their innate ability to learn. We can 
demonstrate to them our own love of learn- 
ing, model to them the life skills necessary to 
find information and search out the resources 
needed for our own intellectual pursuits, and 
instill in them a lifelong ability to gain knowl- 
edge when and where it is needed." 4 

Given the flexible nature of unschool- 
ing, it is difficult to describe the practice 
of unschooling within a short summary. 
To learn more about putting this method 
into practice, there are several authors who 
have written about unschooling or delight- 
directed homeschooling. These include 
Raymond and Dorothy Moore, Mary Grif- 
fith, Mary Hood, and John Holt. 

Eclectic 

The definition of eclectic from 
dictionary.com is 

1 . selecting or choosing from various 
sources. 
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2. made up of what is selected from 
different sources. 

3. not following any one system, as 
of philosophy, medicine, etc., but 
selecting and using what are consid- 
ered the best elements of all systems. 

It' s no wonder that so many homeschool- 
ers classify themselves as eclectic. Some 
homeschoolers just mean that they don't 
use any one curriculum supplier, instead 
picking and choosing from various differ- 
ent curriculum sources. Others mean not 
only that they choose various curricula, but 
that they use educational ideas from more 
than one of the homeschool philosophies. 
For example, I have often seen people de- 
scribing themselves as Classical/Charlotte 
Mason homeschoolers. Some of the meth- 
ods lend themselves more easily to blend- 
ing with other methods, while some, like 
traditional textbook and unschooling, seem 
to be mutually exclusive styles. 

Truthfully, most homeschoolers are 
best described as eclectic. And that's one 
of the biggest benefits to homeschooling. 
We are able to pick from the vast selection 
of methods and resources in order to find 
those that are best suited to our own fam- 
ily's needs. What a blessing! iul 

Kristen Hamilton is the mother of four 
children who have always been home- 
schooled. Inspired by The Well-Trained 
Mind early in their homeschool journey, 
she and her husband are trying to provide 
their family with a classical education. 
Their homeschooling style is constantly 
evolving as they seek the best ways to 
interest and teach their children, but they 
still consider themselves classical educa- 
tors. Above all, her family seeks to bring 
glory and honor to Christ in not only their 
learning, but in all that they do. Kristen 
blogs at A Day in the Life and On the 
Company Porch . 
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track of Internet sources you'd like to 

return to for future use. 

And a Unit Studv Brainstormina 



f.lWJJ.I:l:W.l.imimil.JJ.Iff 



planning your own studies of 
interest for your family. 



She has an 85% 

chance of leaving 

her faith by the 

time she graduates 

from high school. 

Our Children 
Deserve Better 
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E-couragement — Great Information Comes 
to Us When We Listen 



by Donna Campos, Contributing Author 



"Probably most of all, 
there are days when 
I need Godly encour- 
agement to stay the 
course, and I need to 
be reminded that my 
heavenly Father called 
me to this task and 
will equip me." 




There have been moments over the 
last six years when I needed the lis- 
tening ear of a fellow homeschool- 
ing parent. At times a one-on-one conver- 
sation over coffee was just the thing to 
boost my spirit, and even better if she was 
more experienced or knowledgeable than 
I. Other times, the excitement and bustle 
of a regional homeschooling conference 
called out to me, particularly vendor fairs 
with all of those banners, products lined up 
to touch and flip through, and informative 
spokespersons ready and willing to help me 
understand their wares. But to be honest, 
sometimes I've missed an informative par- 
ent-teacher conference — it is a little hard to 
talk to myself, and not highly rated. 

I have even come to better appreciate the 
gathering of a parent-teacher association or 
organization of some sort, as my two oldest 
children spent years in the public school 
system. At one time, I even worked for the 
school, running a small publishing center 
for the written works of the children. Hav- 
ing that school building, or some method to 
gather together with like-minded individu- 
als, matters for many of us. There is defi- 
nitely comfort to be found in not feeling 
alone as we homeschool. 

Some days I wonder whether we are 
the only family struggling to get chores 
done between activities. And I can admit 
I am intimidated by teaching all the way 
through to graduation three more times, 
and sought help for writing a transcript as 
I did so for the first time. The finer points 
of writing often escape me. And although I 
"aced" algebra and geometry courses, that 
was almost thirty years ago! As our family 
focuses on a creation-based science curric- 
ulum, it almost seems to get more difficult 
as additional options continue to enter the 
homeschool world. Probably most of all, 
there are days when I need Godly encour- 
agement to stay the course, and I need to be 
reminded that my heavenly Father called 
me to this task and will equip me. Where 
will I find all of those things easily, at once, 
and in a way I can refresh myself in com- 
ing months — and years? 



In my quest to find encouragement I 
have enjoyed homeschool conferences, 
have utilized MP3 audio seminars by 
various homeschooling professionals, and 
I've even viewed a DVD or two to keep 
me on track. The Old Schoolhouse® Mag- 
azine has come to be a blessing for my ho- 
meschool as I flip through page after page 
of encouragement and information; even 
the advertising provides details to help me 
make purchasing decisions. 

For the last few years I have been blessed 
to be a product reviewer for TOS maga- 
zine and have personally utilized the web- 
site review listings to research products 
when necessary. I appreciate that as I am 
checking out a product and then working 
to write up a review about the item, other 
homeschooling families are out there do- 
ing the same thing with another product I 
just might be researching to purchase some 
day! Homeschoolers helping homeschool- 
ers — a support system; it is something to 
be appreciated. 

And the family who started TOS is still 
homeschooling, still leading the maga- 
zine, and continues to gather fellow home- 
schooling families to accomplish the many 
aspects of the business. I have finally found 
my parent-teacher association, filled to the 
brim with parent- teachers ! 

With an increased amount of informa- 
tion coming into my home for homeschool- 
ing via the Internet, I was intrigued by the 
concept of Internet conferences. E-Books, 
blogs, and Internet scavenger hunts have 
been enjoyed by my family, why not an 
Internet conference? I even have the abil- 
ity to instant message ("chat") with fellow 
seminar attendees rather than pulling up an 
awkward plastic chair to be seated beside 
them as I did years ago in the local elemen- 
tary school. 

Internet conferences have a similar goal 
as the parent-teacher associations of public 
schools: that of improving the education 
of our children by utilizing the skills of in- 
volved parents. As I listen to a presenter 
with a heart for homeschooling and quality 
education, it reminds me of those parents 
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and teachers at the big school meetings — 
hoping to improve education, learning 
from others, and making new friends. 

When The Old Schoolhouse® holds The 
Schoolhouse Expo, I feel like I'm given 
that opportunity to rub elbows with other 
homeschoolers, gain some tremendous in- 
formation, and learn from others with great 
experience. And it doesn't matter what 
particular method we are using to home- 
school, how many children we have, or 
what their ages are — we come together as 
homeschoolers, period. 

The Old Schoolhouse® has years of ex- 
perience getting to know the best of the 
best when it comes to homeschooling. Pro- 
fessionals like Susan Wise Bauer with her 
incredible insight into history and creative 
ideas for teaching writing. And Amanda 
Bennett is a resource for anything and ev- 
erything related to unit studies, including 
the handy Download N Go™ activities, and 
so much more. I know plenty of couples 
attending conferences love to hear Todd 
Wilson, the Familyman, as he uses his wit 
and wisdom to keep us all grounded. 

An abundance of tremendous speakers 
and authors grace the pages of TOS maga- 
zine, and many of those same names will 
provide equally amazing audio presenta- 
tions of their knowledge and experience 
we've enjoyed for years! Andrew Pudewa, 
Diana Waring, Davis Carman, Mark Ham- 
by, and Jill Novak have all become known 
as speakers who will educate listeners with 
heart — a heart for God and family. 

Speaking of family, it isn't missed either, 
with Clay and Sally Clarkson and their adult 
daughter making the rounds at conferences ! 
Even TOS family, like senior editor Deborah 
Wuehler, brings insight and encouragement 
to listeners at The Schoolhouse Expo. Every 
year they bring out seasoned homeschoolers 
ready to equip you for the everyday task of 
homeschooling as they lift you up! Godly 
guidance abounds through the sounds of 
Schoolhouse Expo sessions. 

As a family company, The Old School- 
house® makes sure the whole family enjoys 
The Schoolhouse Expo by providing won- 
derful products in the virtual goodie bag 
attendees receive at registration. Printable 
E-Books filled with activities, games, read- 
ing material, unit studies, and more would 
overflow any physical goodie bag — it's a 
good thing it is a virtual goodie bag so that 
everything they give away can fit inside it! 



Families enjoy plenty of options for ways 
to keep the children occupied while parents 
benefit from the Expo. 

And remember those vendor halls I love 
so much? Leave it to The Old School- 
house® to open an Internet vendor hall for 
a special event and then leave it open the 
entire year! A person can get lost in the 
pages of the fantastic companies bringing 
great products to homeschoolers — and 
you can reach them from www. school 
houseexpo.com ! You will love the many 
companies to be found in the vendor 
hall — and no one is going to shoo you 
out the door and interrupt your browsing ! 
And many of the companies give away 
items for conference attendees. 

Do you know what else I found to be 
a tremendous blessing about an Internet 
conference like The Schoolhouse Expo? 
Rewind. 

The Schoolhouse Expo includes down- 
loads to any or all of the sessions a short 
few weeks after the conference. This is 
ideal for those of us who like to mull over 
things for a while. I can attend the confer- 
ence, take it all in, make my notes, and then 
soak it in. About the time I'm reviewing 
notes or needing a little clarification about 
something taught during a session, the email 
arrives that audio downloads are ready to be 
retrieved. Perfect! I get to enjoy all of the 
highlights again — and any time I want! 

E-couragement. If you are listening, I 
think it will take the world by storm, or 
at least the homeschooling world. Like 
text messaging, email, and the voice of a 
friend on the other end of the phone — en- 
couragement just stepped a little bit closer 
to home. I'm going to enjoy a big dose of 
encouragement by utilizing the versatility 
of today's cyberspace wonder, the Internet 
homeschool convention. Parent-teacher? 
Unite with other parent- teachers, and enjoy 
a few words of encouragement, education, 
and insight when you listen to the easiest 
conference you will ever attend — a virtual 
homeschool convention! The Schoolhouse 
Expo can be checked out all year long at 
www . schoolhouseexpo .com . if™ 

Donna Campos enjoys life in Oklahoma 
with her husband Gabe and their five 
children. With her oldest daughter now 
married, her second daughter marked the 
sixth year of homeschooling for the family 
with her graduation from the Campos 



Christian Academy in 2010. Donna looks 
forward to many more years of learning 
together with her three boys. She is a se- 
nior product reviewer for The Old School- 
house® Magazine, as well as a marketing 
assistant. She strives for all aspects of her 
life to support the Godly upbringing of 
her children, their education, and a loving 
family. She attempts to keep up with her 
blog at www, homeschoolblogger. com/ 
hugabunchmom . 

At the Schoolhouse Expo: 

Enjoy information on: 

Learning styles 
Homeschool methods 
Teaching multiple ages 
Planning and schedules 
Early childhood teaching 

■ Middle/high school courses 

• Homeschooling resources 

Vendor hall companies have included: 



s 


Rainbow Resource Center 


s 


Excellence In Writing 


s 


Apologia Ministries 


s 


The HomeScholar 


s 


Econobusters 


s 


Schola Publications 


s 


Creation Ministries Int'l. 


s 


ALEKS 


s 


Motherboard Books 


s 


Covenant Home Curriculum 


s 


Columbia College 


s 


Sue Patrick's Workbox System 


s 


HomeLife Academy 


s 


State History — A Helping 




Hand 


s 


Multiplication Shake 


s 


Talking Fingers 


s 


Sevenstar 


s 


Peace Hill Press 


s 


Spears Art Studio 


s 


Taylor University 


s 


Keyboard Town Pals 




And of course, 


Old Schoolhouse® Magazinel 



Bonus pages from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

Use the Convention Session Notes 



(p. B9) page to capture great pointers 

and tips from speakers when you 

attend homeschool conferences 

and conventions. 



www.TheHomeSchoolMagazine.com 



Planning 



The Long Walk of Motherhood 




"Whether chasing 

the 'right way 7 for 

academics, character 

training, childhood 

discipline, or anything 

else, the best answer 

will be the one spoken 

from God's heart in His 

Word to your own/ 7 




A few years ago, after moving into 
a new home in the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains in Colorado, a 
beautiful fall day called to us to be adven- 
turous. With great energy and anticipation, 
my children (then 15, 13, 10, and 4) and 
I headed up a mountain path we had been 
told would be a beautiful two-hour morn- 
ing hike. It seemed like a perfect outing. 
Even after we unknowingly took a wrong 
trail, there were many wonderful moments 
along the rarely used path. But the morn- 
ing hike turned into a seven-hour test of 
endurance and faith. We kept thinking that 
if we just kept going we would find the 
trail our friend had described. When we 
finally found a road home, it was nightfall 
at over 10,000 feet, and we were still over 
an hour's walk away. By God's grace, 
and after much prayer and trusting, we 
were "rescued" by a young man in a black 
leather jacket riding his mountain bike up 
the abandoned road. 

In many ways, except perhaps for the 
nice biker, our "walk" that day is a picture 
of my journey of motherhood. I started out 
as a young mother with such high aspira- 
tions and expectations. I listened to what 
my friends and others had to say, and I 
walked confidently up the mountain of 
motherhood. But the path I followed had 
many turns and challenges that I wasn't 
expecting. With so many opinions about 
parenting and homeschooling, I would of- 
ten find myself going off in new directions, 
only to find that what worked for other par- 
ents was just not right for my children. As 
I learned to understand our unique family 
culture and my children's distinct person- 
alities and learning styles, I also learned 
that I needed to take my directions from a 
steadier source. 

Looking back now on 23 years of com- 
mitted involvement in the homeschooling 
movement, I see those who have "ended" 
well with Godly children prepared and 
launched into life successfully, and I see 
one thing they usually have in common — 
they walked with the Lord and sought 
Him for wisdom and direction along the 



way. They were dependent on God and 
His Word, not on the latest book, speak- 
er, or resource. That was the lesson I had 
to learn — that my "success" as a home- 
schooling mother is directly related to my 
"success" as a mother walking with God. 
If I could give a new mother the "secret to 
success" for homeschooling, I would start 
with five first steps that would get her start- 
ed in the right direction. 

Make a Covenant With God. 

"Lord, these are your children, and you ' ve 
designed me to be a life-giver to them. This 
is your home, and you've designed it to be 
a place of living and learning to prepare 
my children fully for life. So I give you my 
children, my home, and my homeschool, 
knowing that you will be faithful to walk 
with me on this journey of motherhood. 
Teach me how to be a mother after your 
heart, and help me to raise up children with 
hearts for you and your kingdom." Once I 
made that agreement with God, it gave me 
confidence to know that He would be in 
charge, not me. It removed the pressure of 
feeling I had to make the one right decision 
every time. He would be faithful to teach, 
guide, direct, and strengthen me every step 
of the journey, if I would trust Him. 

Understand Your Purpose. 

As I read Scriptures like Deuteronomy 
6:4-9, Ephesians 6:4, and others, I real- 
ized that God's ultimate goal for me as a 
mom is to reach the hearts of my children 
with His truth, train them in Godly charac- 
ter, and instill in them Biblical knowledge 
and worldview. I would be God's agent to 
shape my children into mature disciples of 
His Son, Jesus. All of the homeschooling 
academics, activities, and friends were not 
ends in themselves, but means to a greater 
end — giving my children a heart for God 
and His ways. That helped me to say no to 
a lot of things that were good but not the 
best for our family and our priorities. 

Depend on God's Word. 

More than any other book in my over- 
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stuffed library, I have read and studied 
the Bible for guidance as a Christian and 
a homeschooling mother. My commitment 
to look to the Word first has saved me, I 
believe, from wasting time on trails that 
would not get me where I had purposed to 
go. It grieves me to see families swing from 
one homeschool method or parenting phi- 
losophy to another, chasing whatever book 
or speaker might be most popular or prom- 
ise the easiest success. Whether chasing 
the "right way" for academics, character 
training, childhood discipline, or anything 
else, the best answer will be the one spoken 
from God's heart in His Word to your own. 
Paul told the Ephesians that God gave us 
the Spirit of Christ so we could live in free- 
dom and not be bound by others' rules for 
how we should live. That goes for parent- 
ing and homeschooling too. 

In the same way Jesus exhibited love to 
His disciples, I want to show Christ's love 
to my children. 

Live by Faith. 

Many times, when I was low in spirit, 
I have wondered if I was failing my chil- 
dren. As a homeschooling mom, I have 
had children who were late to read, poor 
spellers, slower at math, longer to mature, 
with bad attitudes, and much more. Yet in 
every case, God would remind me that my 
adequacy was not from my "success" as a 
mother, but rather it was from Him. If all I 
could do was offer my "loaves and fishes" 
to Him in faith, He would take my offer- 
ing and make it enough. I could let go of 
things I couldn't control and trust Him to 
work in my children's lives. I still worked 
diligently, daily seeking by faith to apply 
Godly wisdom and Biblical principles, but 
God was directing and building my chil- 
dren beyond what I could have done on 
my own. There are still unresolved issues 
in my children's lives and futures, but I 
know the only real solution is to live by 
faith and obedience and keep entrusting 
them to God — "for I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day" (2 Timothy 1:12). 

Walk in Love. 

In the same way Jesus exhibited love to 
His disciples, I want to show Christ's love 
to my children. There is no question in my 
mind that my greatest influence on their 



lives has been from continuously cultivat- 
ing a deep, loving relationship with them. 
It has kept them, even through the hormon- 
al teen years, open to my instruction and 
advice, wanting to please me and willing to 
engage their hearts in the "Clarkson family 
ways." As one of my children said, "Mom, 
you were always so passionate in your 
love for God and for us that we couldn't 
go astray, because we didn't want to break 
your heart!" I resonate with Peter that love 
covers a multitude of sins ! 

The journey of motherhood, or what I like 
to call the "mom walk," is not as quick and 
easy as our modern culture suggests. There 
is a path to follow, but it is a long walk. 
There are wonderful adventures along the 
way, but it's not always easy. Just be sure 
you know your Guide and His guidebook. 
Take the first five steps, and you should be 
fine for the rest of the journey, even with- 
out a friendly biker to help. ■« 

Sally Clarkson is the mother of four 
wholehearted, homeschooled children 
(ages 11, 17, 20, and 22), a popular 
conference and convention speaker, and 
the author of numerous books and articles 
on Christian motherhood and parenting, 
including The Mission of Motherhood, 
The Ministry of Motherhood, and Seasons 
of a Mother's Heart. She is coauthor of 
Educating the WholeHearted Child Her 
newest book, The Mom Walk (Harvest 
House, January 2007), is a personal 
reflection on what it means to walk with 
God as a mother To learn more, visit 
the Whole Heart Online website at www, 
wholeheart. org . 



Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

Consider reading through your 

Bible with a solid sense of time using 

this Chronological Bible Reading 



Schedule (p.B10) , or more easily work 

through the building of a timeline 

using biblical references; we've 

included all four pages. 

Bonus page from the 
He Leadeth Me WeE-book™: 

Enjoy a bit of encouragement from 

these beautiful words and post it as a 

visual reminder for you to remember 

"He Leadeth Me." (p.B30) 



Whole 
Heart 

You know what it takes, 
Homeschooling takes your 
whole heart, Since 1994 we have 
encouraged and equipped Chris- 
tian families to nurture, disciple, 
and educate their children at 
home. We know what it takes, 
and we do it wholeheartedly. 




Through books and resources, 
events Tor families and mothers, 
and online ministries r we walk 
with you on the journey of Chris- 
tian parenting and homeschool- 
ing, And now through Mom Heart 
Ministry, Sally walks with moms 
on the journey of motherhood, 




Clay and SaHy 
j£| Clarkson began 
the homaschool 
ourney in 1984. 
Tt>ey have four 
wholehearted 

: ■■ :.i ::n .i;l m-Ih 

cated at home, 



Whole Heart ministries 

www. wh o I eh ea rt.org 

B88-488-4H0ME W&-4AS&) 
— Keeping Fatth in the Fam/fy — 
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Ready, Set, Wait 



by Molly Green 



"Jesus, the best of 

teachers, used the 

simplest of object 

lessons ... a penny, 

birds, lilies, animals, 

weather, and more/' 




"But they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint. " (Isaiah 40:31) 

Each year I start our homeschooling 
with enthusiasm and gusto. Un- 
fortunately, this often wanes into 
weariness and frustration within a few 
short weeks. "Homeschooling is a mara- 
thon, not a sprint." I've heard that said 
many times, and I know it to be true! How 
I'd love to have the ability to run and not 
be weary, and to walk and not faint. And 
how about mounting up with wings as 
eagles? Now that sounds amazing! 

I'm all about planning and organizing, 
but I'm beginning to learn how to wait on 
God ... to take time to listen for His plan 
for our family. Often He provides us with 
opportunities and materials that don't fit 
neatly into my agenda or lesson plans, but 
turn out to be learning highlights! Leave 
room in your planning for God to work . 
. . and then wait for Him to come through 
in ways you might never expect! 

Very briefly, here are a few factors 
I consider when getting ready for each 
school year. Thankfully, "back-to-school" 
homeschooling-style is not about just 
shelling out a bunch of money on the per- 
fect curriculum, wardrobe, and classes for 
my children. 

Character and Creativity 

These are two of the main reasons we 
choose to homeschool our children. Aca- 
demics, of course, are important, but de- 
veloping a good character is far more criti- 
cal than all the book learning in the world. 
Respect, resourcefulness, and responsibility 
are strong foundations upon which to build 
character. It doesn't cost money to teach 
these principles — in fact, a tight budget can 
be a real plus! It does, however, take time 
as you model (and learn) these principles 
yourself, use positive reinforcement to en- 
courage your children, and appropriate dis- 
cipline to guide them in the right direction. 



For many years we have used William 
J. Bennett's The Book of Virtues (Si- 
mon & Schuster, New York, 1993) as a 
character-building resource. If you come 
across a copy of this book in your frugal 
shopping travels, pick it up — it's a trea- 
sure. We've used it for read-alouds, dic- 
tation, copywork, literature, poetry, and 
more. It's a keeper! Use memorization of 
Scripture and classic poetry and rhymes 
to plant those seeds of true character that 
will continue to grow during the course of 
your child's lifetime. 

In order for creativity to thrive, your 
child needs free time. Make sure that 
gets penciled into your planner! Cook- 
ing, baking, gardening, drawing, writing, 
painting, sculpting, photography, singing, 
dancing, playing or writing music, sew- 
ing, knitting, woodworking, and more . . 
. plan to expose your children to a variety 
of creative opportunities. Again, it's not 
about money. (More on that point later.) 
Who knows what will "light your child's 
fire" and become his passion — and maybe 
his life's calling? Can you see where the 
waiting comes in? 

Co-ops, Classes, and Chores 

What's the common denominator here? 
Mom's most valuable resource — time! 
An important part of homeschooling is 
training your children, well and early, to 
help with household chores. Of course, 
it is more time-consuming initially than 
just doing things yourself, but the payoff 
will come! Eventually their efforts will 
be a great help at home, and they'll also 
be equipped and efficient when they have 
homes of their own. Their future spouses 
will love you! Again, the material cost is 
little to nothing, but seeing results will re- 
quire waiting. 

In my area there are many excellent 
homeschool co-ops and classes available. 
Some years we participate, but sometimes 
we don't. While co-ops and classes can be 
a true blessing and valuable enrichment 
in many ways, can I just encourage you 
to take a good, long look at your avail- 
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able time and money before committing 
to anything? 

While homeschooling does require sac- 
rifices of both money and time, determine 
to wait on the Lord on this subject. If class- 
es and/or co-ops are going to unduly strain 
your resources, maybe He is nudging you 
to keep the "home" in homeschooling this 
year. Consider the possibility! 

Curricula and Supplies 

With so many excellent teaching mate- 
rials available now, it's hard to imagine 
how early homeschoolers got by with 
little more than a library card and a big 
dose of determination. There's no doubt 
that having top-notch curricula and mate- 
rials can be a wonderful blessing. Many 
products are developed by fellow home- 
schooling parents, and I'm all for sup- 
porting their endeavors. However, if you 
don't have the money to buy your "dream 
curriculum" this year, let me just assure 
you that your family can still enjoy learn- 
ing together. 

Jesus, the best of teachers, used the 
simplest of object lessons ... a penny, 
birds, lilies, animals, weather, and more. 
Learning doesn't have to be expensive or 
complicated, especially at the elemen- 
tary levels. 

I buy a lot of used books and maga- 
zines at yard sales, thrift stores, and li- 
brary sales. Our library card is invalu- 
able for borrowing books, DVDs, and 
more. We've participated in free library 
programs for reading, art, and music ap- 
preciation. Make friends with your local 
librarian, if you have one! 

Art and craft supplies are common yard 
sale staples, as are educational puzzles, 
games, and toys. I've picked up high-qual- 
ity, 1000-piece jigsaw puzzles for $1.00, 
brand new folders, binders, other school 
supplies, and even a brand new printer 
for pennies on the dollar. Over the years 
I've built a large library of classics — 
Shakespeare, Dickens, Jane Austen, C.S. 
Lewis, and many more, along with dozens 
of high-quality children's books for under 
$1.00 apiece. There's very little that I buy 
at regular retail prices. It can be done . . . 
and it's fun too! 

If you don't receive the free, weekly 
newsletters from www.Econobusters. 
com and The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine 
( www.thehomeschoolmagazine.com ), 



you'll want to sign up for those right 
away. We share links to free learning sites 
of one kind or another almost every week. 
Don't miss out! 

Choices 

God doesn't make cookie-cutter chil- 
dren or one-size-fits-all families. The great 
beauty of homeschooling is that learning 
blends with daily, real life. Your child's 
learning won't (and shouldn't) look just 
like mine. God has a unique plan for each 
one, and He can direct our choices, re- 
sources, and goals. Do you want to run 
and not be weary this school year? Then 
get ready to wait! 

"Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, 
I say, on the Lord." (Psalm 27:14) iHi 

Molly Green is the home ec columnist for 
The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine; her 
purpose and passion are to empower and 
encourage keepers at home during this 
tough economic downturn. She is learn- 
ing that while the challenges may be 
great, the opportunities to learn produc- 
tive ways to care for our homes and fami- 
lies are even greater. Molly welcomes 
readers' questions and comments. Email 
Molly Green(a)Econobusters. com . Visit 
her website at www.Econobusters. com 
and sign up for her free E-newsletter, A 
Minute with Molly. She also publishes a 
monthly Molly's Money-Saving Digest. 
Visit her website, www.Econobusters. 
com, for details. 
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and save like 
never before! 

Mftfflbtrt Mp Include*: 

■ MolFy's Monthly Money-Saving 
Digest ($4.95 value!) 

» Access to Molly's Member Memos 
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Why Writing Programs Fail 




"Writing is a process 

that involves two 

distinct mental steps. 

First, the writer puts an 

idea into words; then, 

she puts the words 

down on paper/ 7 




When I first began teaching lit- 
erature and writing at the Col- 
lege of William and Mary in 
Virginia over ten years ago, my freshmen 
weren't exactly polished writers. Out of 
every class of thirty freshmen students, 
four or five would turn in grammatically 
correct, coherent, clean papers. Of those, 
perhaps two would show a real grasp of 
persuasive writing. 

Ten years later, even that percentage 
has dropped. I read through scores of in- 
coherent, fragmented, unpunctuated pa- 
pers, written by students who graduated 
from well-funded high schools with small 
classrooms and qualified teachers. 

What are those students being taught 
before they get to me? 

It's not that they don't write. In fact, 
in an effort to solve the problem of poor 
writing skills, schools are giving lon- 
ger and more complex assignments to 
younger and younger children. The theory 
is that the more writing children do, the 
better they'll get at it; as one proponent 
of it recently told me, "Give the children 
high-interest assignments and have them 
write, write, write and revise, revise, re- 
vise." First and second graders are told 
to write journal entries; third and fourth 
graders are assigned book reports and es- 
says. Fifth and sixth graders are given re- 
search papers. 

Meanwhile, writing skills continue to 
decline. And for the last ten years at edu- 
cation conferences all across the country, 
I have heard the same refrain from the 
parents of these children: My child hates 
to write. 

There's a central problem with the 
write-more-and-you'11-get-better meth- 
od. It treats writing as though it were 
analogous to speech: the more deeply 
you're immersed in it, the more compe- 
tent you'll become. 

But writing is essentially unlike speak- 
ing. Children have an instinctual, inborn 
desire to speak. Any child who is devel- 
oping normally will learn to speak if spo- 
ken to. The more a child talks, the better 



her verbal skills become. Children don't 
have that same innate drive to write. 
Some children scribble as soon as they 
can hold a pencil, but the majority don't. 
Even children who are taught to read and 
are surrounded by written language do 
not necessarily learn how to write — be- 
cause speech and writing are fundamen- 
tally different. 

Writing, unlike speech, isn't a natural 
activity. Mankind survived for a very long 
time without finding it necessary to put 
anything down on paper. Until the nine- 
teenth century (which is quite late, in the 
larger scheme of things) even the largest 
empires chugged along perfectly well with 
shockingly low literacy rates. Administra- 
tors and bureaucrats had to be able to read 
and write, but the masses functioned quite 
well without paper and pencil. If they'd 
been unable to talk, on the other hand, 
their country would have fallen apart. 

Written language is an unnatural for- 
eign language, an artificially constructed 
code. Compare written dialogue with 
any transcript of an actual conversation, 
and you'll see that written language has 
entirely different conventions, rules, and 
structures than spoken language. The 
rules of this foreign language must be 
learned by the beginning writer — and they 
have to become second nature before the 
beginning writer can use written language 
to express ideas. 

This is why so many young writers 
panic, freeze, weep, or announce that they 
hate to write. Try to put yourself in the 
position of the beginning writing student: 
Imagine that you've had a year or so of 
conversational French, taught in a tradi- 
tional way out of a textbook, with prac- 
tice in speaking twice a week or so. Af- 
ter that first year, your teacher asks you 
to explain the problem of evil in French. 
You're likely to experience brain freeze: 
a complete panic, a frantic scramble for 
words, a halting and incoherent attempt 
to express complicated ideas in a medium 
which is unfamiliar. Even another year or 
two of study won't make this kind of self- 
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expression possible. Rather, the conven- 
tions of the French language need to be- 
come second nature, automatic — invisible 
to you — so that you can concentrate on 
the ideas, rather than on the medium used 
to express them. 

The same is true for young writers. Ask 
a student to express ideas in writing be- 
fore she is completely fluent in the rules 
and conventions of written language, 
and she'll freeze. She can't express her 
thoughts in writing, because she's still 
wrestling with the basic means of expres- 
sion itself. 

I have become convinced that most 
writing instruction is fundamentally 
flawed because children are never taught 
the most basic skill of writing, the skill on 
which everything rests: how to put words 
down on paper. 

Writing is a process that involves two 
distinct mental steps. First, the writer 
puts an idea into words; then, she puts the 
words down on paper. 

INARTICULATE IDEA => IDEA IN 

WORDS 

IDEA IN WORDS => WORDS ON 

PAPER 

Mature writers are able to do both steps 
without paying much attention to the fact 
that their brains are actually carrying out 
two different operations. But for the be- 
ginning writer, even a simple writing 
exercise ("Write down what you did this 
morning") requires the simultaneous per- 
formance of two new and difficult things. 
And so the student struggles — just as a 
baby who has barely learned to walk will 
struggle if you simultaneously ask him 
to perform some other task (such as rub- 
bing his head). All of the baby's attention 
needs to go into moving his feet, until that 
action becomes automatic. If you ask him 
to walk and rub his head, he'll probably 
freeze in one place, swaying back and 
forth uncertainly — just like many new 
writers. 

Young writers need time to learn the 
conventions of their new language. They 
need to become fluent in it before they 
can use it to express new ideas. But in 
most cases, students are simply im- 
mersed in this new language of writing. 
While immersion techniques often work 
for spoken foreign languages, they don't 



work nearly as well for writing — which 
is, after all, an artificial code rather than 
a natural speech expression. 

Occasionally, this process produces a 
perfectly willing and competent writer — 
one who has a natural affinity for writing, 
and can intuitively grasp those parts of the 
process which have not been explicitly 
taught. But other students remain puzzled. 
They become frustrated and resistant, al- 
ways struggling with the task of getting 
words on paper, never competent enough 
to let their ideas flow out. Instead, the 
process of writing needs to be taught in 
an orderly, step-by-step method that will 
set young writers free to use their medium 
rather than wrestle with it. ii™ 

Susan Wise Bauer is a historian and 
writer She is currently at work on a four- 
volume history of the world for W. W. 
Norton; her books include The History 
of the Ancient World, The History of the 
Medieval World, and The Well-Educated 
Mind (all from W. W. Norton) and The 
Art of the Public Grovel: Sexual Sin 
and Confession in America (Princeton 
University Press). She is the founder of 
Peace Hill Press, a small press dedicated 
to publishing history and literature re- 
sources for parents and teachers. Susan 
holds a Ph.D. from the College of Wil- 
liam and Mary, where she now teaches 
writing. She lives in Charles City with 
her husband and four children. 
To find out more about Susan Wise Bau- 
er 's recommendations for writing, regis- 
ter for her talk at The Schoolhouse Expo. 
Also visit http://www. welltrainedmind. 
com/store/the-complete-writer-writing- 
with-ease-instructor-text.html to find out 
more about Peace Hill Press 's writing 
curriculum for beginning students. 
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Planning Your Years, Weeks, and Days 




"Homeschooling is 

much more efficient 

than classroom 

teaching. What takes 

45 minutes to teach to 

a group of 30 children 

often takes only 

15 minutes to 

teach one child/ 7 




One issue that intimidates new and 
experienced homeschoolers alike 
is how to plan your time. Like 
choosing curricula or deciding whether to 
homeschool in your pajamas, homeschool- 
ers can schedule their years, weeks, and 
days any old way they please. 

Many homeschoolers start out follow- 
ing the basic public school calendar of 36 
weeks of school followed by an extended 
summer break. (Note: Check with your 
local homeschool group to find out how 
many days of schooling are required in 
your state.) There are some advantages 
to this routine. If your children were pre- 
viously enrolled in school, this schedule 
will be familiar. Additionally, following 
the public school 
calendar allows your 
children to have 
the same breaks as 
neighbors or friends 
who attend school. 

However, there are 
serious drawbacks as 
well. Long summer 
breaks away from 
studying and review- 
ing cause "brain 
drain." This docu- 
mented phenomenon 
is why textbooks start 
with review chapters. 
Textbook companies 
are working under 
the assumption that 
students have for- 
gotten a large chunk 
of what they learned 
the previous year. 
Furthermore, many 
families discover that 
their children thrive 
on a consistent daily 
routine. Long school 
breaks disrupt rou- 
tine and cause all 
sorts of problems. 
Not to mention the 
burn-out that most 



students — and teachers — experience dur- 
ing long school quarters without any short 
breaks. As a result, many homeschool- 
ers choose to school year-round. No, this 
doesn't mean that they homeschool 52 
weeks a year. Rather, they spread their 36 
weeks of school and 16 weeks of vacation 
around the entire year, in whatever way 
best fits their lifestyles. 

It takes some experimentation to find a 
yearly routine that works for you. Some 
homeschoolers try breaking their school 
year into four 9-week quarters with a 
1-week break following each quarter. 
Others prefer six 6-week periods fol- 
lowed by 1-week breaks. These short 
breaks help prevent burn-out by both 
students and mom. You are then free to 
schedule the rest of your breaks when- 
ever you want to. 

Consider your family's needs and tra- 
ditions and plan your breaks accordingly. 
For example, we have out-of-state family 
who visit us twice a year. We plan our 
school breaks in conjunction with these 
visits. Additionally, I try to make the holi- 
days a special time of spiritual reflection 
and family traditions. As a result, we take 
an extended Christmas break beginning 
the week of Thanksgiving through Ad- 
vent and finishing up after Epiphany. This 
break from homeschooling allows us to 
attend special church services, visit nurs- 
ing homes, participate in a Christmas pag- 
eant, make homemade gifts, bake cookies, 
sing carols, and decorate without feeling 
overwhelmed with school work as well. 
This flexibility is one of the true blessings 
of homeschooling. 

After determining what your year will 
look like, it's time to plan your week. 
Some homeschoolers choose to follow a 
traditional, 5-day school week. But, again, 
homeschoolers do not have to follow the 
public school week, which is designed to 
model the work week. Some people will 
find the routine of five identical school 
days appealing, while others prefer to 
vary their weeks. Many homeschoolers 
use a 4-day school week, leaving one day 
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a week for outside classes and activities, 
errands, appointments, or electives (like 
Fine Art Fridays). A 4-day week also pro- 
vides a day for make-up work when life's 
interruptions get in the way. Many tradi- 
tional schools are also moving toward a 
4-day school week. Feel free to experi- 
ment with your weekly schedule. With a 
little creative thinking, you can find a bal- 
ance of rigorous academic work and rest 
and fun as well. 

Next up is scheduling your day, and 
the possibilities are vast. First, consider 
which subjects must be taught daily. 
Core subjects of math, grammar, pho- 
nics (for beginning readers), and foreign 
language need to be taught every day for 
mastery. Other subjects such as history, 
science, literature, Bible, and art can be 
spread out throughout the week. It is also 
a good idea for children to read indepen- 
dently and write something every day as 
well. You will also want to determine 
which subjects can be taught to a group 
and which subjects need to be taught in- 
dividually. Generally speaking, the core 
subjects of math, grammar, and phonics 
are taught individually, and other sub- 
ject areas like history and science can be 
taught to a group. 

Using these principles as a guide, you 
can arrange your days in a way that best 
suits your family. Core subjects every 
day; history on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday; science on Tuesday and Thurs- 
day; fine art on Fridays. You get the idea. 
Varying your days breaks up the monot- 
ony and provides a much-needed change 
of pace. This helps prevent burn-out and 
keeps things interesting. 

Still feeling uncertain? Terri Johnson of- 
fers a step-by- step plan for organizing your 
homeschool in the free E-Book, The New 
School Year . In addition to showing you 
how to plan your week, she includes links to 
sample schedules and a schedule template 
to make your own. You can also read about 
the daily lives of 12 different homeschool- 
ing families in How I Homeschool: Twelve 
Families Share Their Lifestyle of Learning . 
Seeing how other people organize their time 
can often help us to generate ideas. 

But how do I fit it all in? How can 
I teach three levels of math at the same 
time? Well, it isn't nearly as overwhelm- 
ing as it seems. Homeschooling is much 
more efficient than classroom teaching. 



What takes 45 minutes to teach to a group 
of 30 children often takes only 15 minutes 
to teach one child. Using the tutor method 
of intensive one-on-one instruction gives 
a homeschool teacher a great deal of lib- 
erty. Teach until the "light bulb" goes on. 
Once you see that your child understands 
the new concepts, hand him the worksheet 
and let him go at it. 

Then alternate your children throughout 
the day so that while you tutor one child, 
the other children are working indepen- 
dently (completing worksheets, drilling 
math flashcards, reading independently, 
etc.). Obviously, this can be a real chal- 
lenge when all of your children are young 
and not reading yet. Consider using audio 
books to occupy a younger child while you 
work with your other students. Or, if you 
have very young children, try teaching 
group subjects in the morning and schedul- 
ing tutoring sessions during afternoon nap 
time. Alternating students is another area 
where a little creative thinking goes a long 
way. The New School Year also contains 
an excellent chapter called "Managing 
the Multi-Level Homeschool." You'll get 
some great ideas on how to arrange your 
day and accommodate all ages of learners. 

Get creative, experiment with your sched- 
ule, and enjoy the flexibility and liberty of 
homeschooling. Find a rhythm for your 
years, weeks, and days that fits your family 
and brings peace instead of burn-out. i1« 

Angelina Stanford McBride has a master 's 
degree in English literature and was a 
classroom teacher for ten years before 
the Lord called her to homeschool seven 
years ago. She and her three children 
(ages 5-13) spend their days reading, 
discussing, laughing, learning, and enjoy- 
ing Cajun culture in Southern Louisiana. 
Read more from Angelina at Permanent 
Things (www, angelinainlouisiana. blog 
spot.com) . 
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Can You Afford to Homeschool? 

by Angelina Stanford McBride 

Increasingly difficult economic times force all of us to consider the bottom line. 
And you may be wondering, can I afford to homeschool? 

The good news is that homeschooling can cost as little or as much as a family de- 
sires. Claims that homeschooling costs thousands of dollars per student are simply 
unfounded! No two homeschools are alike, so discussing average costs is difficult, 
but on average most homeschoolers can educate their children for around $300 to 
$500 per child per year. Some frugal shoppers can get by on $500 for the whole 
family; and some homeschool families homeschool with nothing more than a library 
card. There truly is a homeschool method to fit every budget! 

Of course, some families choose to make use of more expensive technology, on- 
line classes, or boxed curricula; but most families find that they can splurge in some 
areas and cut costs in other areas. 
Here are some ways to save: 

• Make liberal use of your local library. Between my library's online card 
catalog and utilizing interlibrary loan, I am able to borrow picture books, easy 
readers, literature, historical fiction, biographies, reference books, magazines, 
educational DVDs, audio books, and educational software. My library also of- 
fers instructional materials in phonics and other textbooks. Study homeschool 
catalogs and then check your library ! 

• Purchase and sell used books. Many local homeschool groups set up curricu- 
lum fairs for the sale or swap of used homeschooling materials, and Internet 
sites like Homeschool Classifieds provide an online forum for homeschoolers 
to sell and purchase used materials. Check sale/swap boards often and pick up 
bargains throughout the year. I have saved thousands of dollars over the years 
buying used books. Additionally, you can sell your own used materials to earn 
money to purchase new materials. 

• Consider multi-level programs. Core classes like math and reading are 
grade-level specific, but content classes like history and science can be taught 
to the whole family at one time. For example, the Apologia elementary science 
texts can be used to teach science to all of your elementary children, K-6, and 
The Mystery of History provides history instruction for the whole family, ages 
K-8. Your budget will stretch if you can use the same book for all of your 
children. 

• Surf the Web. The Internet provides a wealth of free resources. From free 
math worksheets and handwriting worksheets to complete lesson plans and E^ 
Books , the Internet offers much to those who are willing to search. So Google 
away and save some money ! 

• Reuse materials with younger children. Most of your financial investment 
will be up front. The first year you homeschool, you will need to purchase 
materials for each student. However, each year after that you can reuse materi- 
als for younger students. Some families only purchase new materials each year 
for their oldest child. Younger sibling reuse materials, and families save tons 
of money. 

But remember, the bottom line for homeschooling is not just financial. Consider 
the spiritual cost of keeping your children in public school: the cost of sending your 
children to a Godless system eight hours a day, a system that hates Jesus Christ and 
despises God! Download the free E-Book, Are Public Schools an Option for Chris- 
tian Kids? and examine more closely the current state of public schools and the 
danger they pose for your children. Then consider again the cost of homeschooling. 
You can't afford not to! iHi 
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Teaching Multiple Ages 




"There are only 

so many hours in a 

day, and we need to 

seek to find balance 

when choosing 

curriculum/' 



A common question that homeschool 
teachers are asked is how they man- 
age to teach all their children at the 
same time. I think this question stems from 
a lack of understanding of how different 
homeschooling is from the typical, public 
school classroom. 

Two keys to teaching multiple levels at 
home are independent study and combin- 
ing students. There are a variety of ways 
these two principles can be applied, and the 
best ratio needs to be determined by your 
individual family's makeup. 

For instance, some families choose pro- 
grams that consist almost completely of in- 
dependent study. Some examples are: 

• Switched on Schoolhouse ( www. 
aophomeschooling.com ) 

• A Beka Academy with DVD and on- 
line instruction ( www.abeka.com ) 

• ACE Paces ( www. schooloftomorrow. 
com ) 

• The Robinson Curriculum ( www. 
robinsoncurriculum.com ) 



Any of these programs could be used in 
a family with multiple students with the 
parent assisting in each student's learn- 
ing, but leaving the main instruction to the 
computer, video, or text. 

On the other end of the spectrum are 
homeschool families that combine their 
children and teach them all together. 
There are few families that are able to 
combine all students for all subjects, be- 
cause the students would need to have 
similar skill levels in order to learn to- 
gether in skill subjects such as math. I do 
personally know a family with four chil- 
dren who are quadruplets, and they are 
able to successfully combine everyone. 
However, that is certainly not the typi- 
cal case! 

Obviously, the majority of homeschool- 
ers fall somewhere in the middle of these 
two ends of the spectrum. Most home- 
schooling families employ a mixture of 
combining students for some areas, having 

Continued » 




www.TheHomeSchoolMagazine.com 



Teaching Multiple Ages 
(continued) 

students learn independently for other sub- 
jects, and providing individual instruction 
in other subjects. 

When choosing curricula for your fam- 
ily, ask yourself these questions: 

• In what subjects can I reasonably 
combine two or more children? 

• Is this curriculum designed to be used 
with multiple ages? 

• How teacher-intensive is this curricu- 
lum? 

Typically, it is much easier to combine 
students in subjects that are more content- 
oriented than skill-oriented. Therefore, 
subjects like history, Bible, and science are 
easier to teach to multiple levels than are 
math and English. Some areas, like learn- 
ing to read and early handwriting, will 
necessarily be taught individually and be 
teacher-intensive. 

A few curricula that are designed to be 
used for multiple ages include: 

• Tapestry of Grace ( www.tapestryof 
grace.com ) 

• My Father's World ( www.mfwbooks . 
com ) 

• Apologia Elementary Science ( www. 
apologia.com ) 

There are only so many hours in a day, 
and we need to seek to find balance when 
choosing curriculum. Too many teacher- 
intensive subjects for individual students 
are a recipe for burnout. On the other 
hand, we want to be sure to take the op- 
portunity we've been given to provide 
personal attention to our children. Two 
of the biggest benefits of homeschooling 
are the strengthening of family relation- 
ships by learning together, and being 
able to provide individual instruction at 
your child's level. By choosing curricu- 
la wisely, your family can reap both of 
these benefits. 

Another important thing to remember 
when choosing curriculum is that your chil- 
dren are individuals. You may be thinking, 
"Of course I know my children are individ- 
uals! That's one of the reasons I chose to ho- 
meschool!" And you are right of course. But 
I have found myself forgetting this when 
I'm choosing curriculum, and you may also 
have unknowingly forgotten too. 

When looking for a curriculum to com- 
bine multiple children, be sure to consid- 



er the aptitudes and learning styles of all 
your children. The problem is that if you 
have children with widely different ways 
of learning, you probably won't find 
one curriculum that is perfectly suited 
to every child. Here's where you might 
have to "tweak" the plans a little. For ex- 
ample, if you are using a curriculum that 
includes a lot of reading aloud, and you 
have a child who has problems sitting 
still, then you could give that child some- 
thing quiet to do with his hands while you 
read. But if you have a whole house full 
of children who can't sit still while being 
read to, then you should look for some- 
thing that isn't so reading-intensive! If a 
curriculum requires a lot of reading by 
the student who finds reading difficult, 
you could search for audio versions of 
some of the required reading. When you 
are trying to combine students who learn 
very differently, be sure to look for a cur- 
riculum that contains activities using a 
wide variety of learning methods. Not 
every student will be happy with every 
assignment, but it isn't a bad thing to 
stretch your students, encouraging them 
do some things that don't come as natu- 
rally to them. 

When choosing curriculum, home- 
schoolers tend to be frugal. So when we 
see a spelling curriculum that is non-con- 
sumable and can be used for all our chil- 
dren every year from first grade through 
graduation, we tend to think that it's a 
great deal. But this is another one of the 
ways we tend to forget the individual na- 
tures of our children. This type of curricu- 
lum that is a one-time purchase for your 
whole family may seem like a great deal, 
but don't be too surprised if the same pho- 
nics, spelling, or math curriculum isn't 
very well suited to all of your children. 
Once again, there are ways to "tweak" a 
curriculum you already have to make it 
work with all of your children. Also, we 
don't have to make every single subject 
perfectly suited to each child's learning 
style. To function in the world, we need to 
be able to learn in a variety of ways. But, 
when you choose all of your curriculum 
for your oldest child, planning on passing 
it down to the others, you may find that 
none of your curriculum is well suited for 
a younger child. 

I have two sons and two daughters. I 
cannot imagine there being two boys who 



are any more different than my two. After 
my younger son finished the first grade, I 
compared their first grade accomplish- 
ments. Their first grade years looked very 
different. (Note-I am using first grade to 
mean the school year when the student is 
6-7 years old. My younger son was actual- 
ly working below a first grade level, while 
my older worked above grade level.) 

• My oldest son was reading fluently 
before first grade. He completed 
through Singapore 2A in his math. 
He also completed First Language 
Lessons, having started the first grade 
portion in kindergarten. 

• My younger son was still not reading 
fluently, through he made tremendous 
progress. (We're on our third phonics 
program with our third child.) He 
worked his way through Math Mam- 
moth Level 1 A over the summer. I 
didn't even begin First Language Les- 
sons with him in the first grade. 

Admittedly, some of the differences are 
a result of my not spending as much time 
with the younger son as I did with the older 
son, partly because of lack of desire on his 
part. But my boys are also extremely dif- 
ferent in personality. The oldest is serious 
and exacting, while the younger is a ham 
that is a bundle of energy. My younger 
son just wasn't ready to learn things at the 
same time and in the same way as the old- 
er. I can't expect him to use his brother's 
"hand-me-down" curriculum without some 
serious "tweaking." 

I share this example to demonstrate 
how differences in your students should 
be taken into account when choosing cur- 
riculum. I urge you to think of the entire 
family when you make your curriculum 
choices. At least be willing to accept the 
possibility that the "perfect" phonics cur- 
riculum may not be so perfect the next 
time around. 

What About Scheduling? 

I know, some people break out in hives at 
the mere mention of the word schedule, but 
there is a great deal of flexibility in sched- 
uling. Many people have great success in 
making very specific daily schedules. Oth- 
ers prefer to have a general routine, without 
setting specific times to their activities. Still 
others honestly prefer to have no schedule at 
all. Your homeschool method greatly influ- 
ences your need for a schedule. The more 
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relaxed homeschoolers and unschoolers 
may have no need for a schedule. 

For those who do need a basic sched- 
ule, you can start building your home- 
school schedule by first making a column 
for each child you are teaching. Under 
each column make a list of the subjects 
he will be studying, making a note of 
the resources you have selected for each 
subject. Also note if it's an independent 
resource, requires help from you, or is a 
combined resource. 
For example: 
Johnny 
Math - Singapore 2 A - Start with 

me, then independent 
Spelling - Spelling Power - with me 
English - Rod and Staff - 

independent 
Bible - morning devotions - with 

me and Susie 
History - Story of the World - with 

me and Susie 
Science - Apologia Astronomy - 
with me and Susie 

Then make a similar list for other 
students. 

The next step is to combine everyone's 
schedules. In this example, I would prob- 
ably start the day with Bible with every- 
one. Then I could begin math with Johnny, 
while Susie does something independent. 
(Something like handwriting or copy work 
is good for younger students, but not so 
young that they need constant attention to 
their handwriting.) After going over the 
math lesson with Johnny, I would then 
move to help Susie on her math. Later, I 
would meet with everyone together for his- 
tory or science. 

This is a somewhat simplified example, 
but I hope it illustrates the thought process 
in making a schedule. Some additional ideas 
for independent time for children while 
you're working with another child are si- 
lent reading, educational computer time, or 
playing with a younger sibling. Last year, I 
set up my schedule to include one meeting 
time with each of my two older students. 
During the meeting, we went over the math 
lesson, looked at the independent assign- 
ments, and went over the instructions. This 
freed up more time for me to work with my 
younger son and cut down on the questions 
that interrupted me while I was working 
with another child. 

An excellent resource for learning 



about making a schedule is Managers of 
Their Homes (MOTH) ( www.titus2.com ). 
This book guides you through building a 
complete schedule for you and your en- 
tire family's day. It does an excellent job 
of teaching you to think through your 
priorities and goals. In addition, MOTH 
includes a kit to assist you in physically 
making the schedule. 

Another scheduling idea that has recently 
swept the homeschooling world by storm 
is the Sue Patrick Workbox System ( www. 
workboxsystem.com ). The basic plan con- 
sists of setting up a system of 12 workbox- 
es for each student to work through every 
day. Each box contains only the assign- 
ment for that subject that day. When the as- 
signment is complete, the box is removed, 
thus providing a visual encouragement to 
the student. Links to many recent reviews 
of Sue Patrick's workbox system are avail- 
able at The Old Schoolhouse Homeschool 
Crew blog ( www.homeschoolblogger.com/ 
HomeschoolCrew ) . iiii 

Kristen Hamilton is the mother of four 
children who have always been home- 
schooled. Inspired by The Well-Trained 
Mind early in their homeschool journey, 
she and her husband are trying to provide 
their family with a classical education. 
Their homeschooling style is constantly 
evolving as they seek the best ways to 
interest and teach their children, but they 
still consider themselves classical educa- 
tors. Above all, her family seeks to bring 
glory and honor to Christ in not only their 
learning, but in all that they do. Kristen 
blogs at A Day in the Life and On the 
Company Porch . 



Bonus pages from the 

When I Grow Up, I Want to Be 

...a Missionary E-Book: 

Learn more about how to become 
a missionary, the importance of 
water, and the water cycle with 
these pages provided from the 

When I Grow Up, I Want to Be ... i 



Missionary (p.B31) E-Book. 
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Make sure your students are trained and ready to do 

their best in today's technological world while instilling 

God's Word into their hearts! 

Keyboarding for the Christian School offers: 

Practical Typing Skills, Personal Business and Business 

Letters, MLA and APA Report Formatting, Outlines, 

Columns and Tables, Memos, Merge Form Letters, 

Proofreader's Marks, and Timings 

https://www.christiankeyboarding.com 
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What Is a Unit Study? 




"A unit study can be 

called a thorough look 

at a single topic, as if 

you could pick up the 

topic in your hand and 

spin it like a globe, 

looking at the various 

components in all three 

dimensions." 




Just exactly what is a unit study? Af- 
ter all, they are all over the Internet, 
talked about in magazines, and people 
in support groups rave about them. What 
are they? Why can't we just all use text- 
books for curriculum? Just as with cloth- 
ing, shoes, and so many other things in life, 
even for curriculum: 

We all know that there is no such thing 
as "One Size Fits All!" 

This generation of young people is much 
more visually oriented — unlike in genera- 
tions past when television wasn't around and 
days were centered on small town life and 
waiting for the mail — the stimulation to learn 
came through reading books and newspa- 
pers, local people sharing their experiences, 
and learning by doing. People would share 
their experiences about wars, travel, and life 
in general. Through books and newspapers, 
people could travel to places that they never 
thought they would see in person, learn about 
people around the world, and gain a better 
understanding of our country and the rest of 
the world — all by using words to help them 
create pictures in their heads and a better un- 
derstanding of life. 

These days, with video games, DVDs, 
and so much more, kids are typically very 
visually stimulated. Just think about a trip 
to your local mega-store. How many TV 
monitors are suspended along the main 
aisles, blaring away with the latest prod- 
ucts, movies, music, etc? If you go through 
the electronics department, you can usu- 
ally find crowds of kids around many of 
the demonstration game display monitors 
or computers, waiting their turn to try out 
the latest games. Even a trip to the grocery 
store provides entertainment from continu- 
ously running commercial monitors and 
TVs running the latest movie releases. 

So, in this day and age of so much visual 
stimulation and entertainment, how is it 
that we still rely primarily on textbooks to 
educate our children and excite them about 
learning? The textbook approach works 
well for some people, and not as well for 
others. Unit studies provide more of a 
hands-on approach, using all of the senses 



and keeping the student' s mind challenged 
to search for answers and understanding. 

"Unit study" is the name given to a type 
of curriculum tool in which one topic is 
looked at, or studied, from many different 
aspects. They are called "cross-curricular" 
in approach, looking at the given topic 
across many areas of learning, including 
science, history, geography, literature, and 
others. A unit study can be called a thor- 
ough look at a single topic, as if you could 
pick up the topic in your hand and spin it 
like a globe, looking at the various compo- 
nents in all three dimensions. 

How does this compare with textbook 
curriculum? First, understand that textbook 
curriculum is broken down by segments or 
areas of specific knowledge. For example, a 
textbook curriculum for a third grader might 
include a science textbook, a social studies 
textbook, a language arts textbook, readers, 
a math textbook, and perhaps a health text- 
book, along with many assorted workbooks 
that accompany these textbooks. Each text- 
book contains summarized information 
regarding key topics that the publisher has 
chosen to be important for that particular 
age and grade of learning, summarized in 
the publisher's scope and sequence. 

With that said, I must say that I was edu- 
cated using a textbook approach in both 
public and private schools. There was not 
much that I looked forward to during my 
years of schooling with the exception of 
our weekly library visit, which was very 
brief. I loved to read real books, and I tol- 
erated textbooks — the faster I could get 
through with them each night, the more 
time I had for "real" reading. I was an ex- 
cellent student and made good grades — but 
I was never really challenged to think or 
wonder or reason. 

It wasn't until I arrived at engineer- 
ing college that I realized just how short- 
changed my education had been. When I 
had my first exam, there were two ques- 
tions and five blank pieces of paper — 
no "true/false" questions, no "fill in the 
blank" questions, no "circle the correct 

Continued » 
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Where Unit Studies and Lapbooks Come Together! 

From Amanda Bennett and The Old Schoolhouse®. 

Step outside the boredom box and into a fun learning experience! 



Exciting Topics . . . Unit Studies . . . Lapbooking . . . 

Multimedia Links . . . Interactive Learning . . . Literature 

...Adventure... Fun! 



Download instantly! The learning process is on GO 
from that point on — let the learning begin! 

www.TheOldSchoolhouseStore.com 



The more you 
buy, the more 
you save! 



What Is a Unit Study? 
(continued) 

answer" questions — time to panic! I had 
been educated all those years to memorize 
the bolded words, answer brief questions 
at the end of the chapters that were about 
the bolded words, and regurgitate informa- 
tion that had absolutely no real meaning in 
the big picture of life. I had to learn how 
to think — really think — and reason when 
I got to college, and I look back now and 
wonder what I might have done if I had 
been educated in a different way. 

Which leads us to the next question that I 
am asked frequently — "If I use unit studies, 
won't there be holes in my child's educa- 
tion?" My first response is to ask if they re- 
call ever finishing, COMPLETELY finish- 
ing, a textbook during their own education. 
This really makes people think, and then 
they usually reply that no, they don't re- 
member finishing a textbook — there were 
always chapters left uncovered at the end 
of the school year. 

I remember looking ahead at the chapters at 
the ends of the books, particularly the science 
textbook, and getting excited about the ma- 
terial that was coming AFTER we reviewed 
the basics once again. The later chapters held 
my interest, covering such topics as oceans, 
space exploration, flight, and many other ex- 
citing things that were much more interesting 
than basic science concepts that we reviewed 
year after year. I don't recall ever finishing a 
textbook — ever. I do recall hoping that per- 
haps the next school year we would pick up 
where we left off in the textbooks, FINALLY 
getting to the good stuff, only to be let down 
again with a new textbook that once again 
began with the basics. 

So, since most of us never finished the 
bulk of the textbooks used on our own edu- 
cation, do we have "holes" in our own edu- 
cations? Speaking for myself, yes! I have 
huge gaps — the equivalent of the Grand 
Canyon. However, I do know how to find 
answers, thanks to teaching our children. 
I am firmly convinced that teaching our 
children how to find answers is a vital obli- 
gation that we must fulfill in this day of in- 
formation overload. As the world becomes 
more and more interconnected, the abun- 
dance of information available to humans 
is absolutely overwhelming. 

I know that it will be impossible to teach 
them everything there is to know. Realizing 



this, I have determined that it is much more 
important to provide an excellent basic edu- 
cation as well as to teach them how to think 
and find answers. If we just keep trying to 
cover more and more information with little 
depth to the information, not firmly ground- 
ing any of the information in their minds, 
then we will not be providing a "good" 
education. We will become like textbook 
publishers, who rush to keep adding new 
information to textbooks, further abridging, 
condensing, modifying, and deleting what 
they deem less important or not politically 
correct. Many textbooks now read like en- 
cyclopedias, with little interesting reading 
material included — just facts, figures, and 
condensed material. I don't know of many 
children OR adults that pick up a textbook 
these days for a "good read." Do you? 

As you choose topics for your unit stud- 
ies, as well as the direction of the stud- 
ies, keep a scope and sequence listing on 
hand to use as a reassurance, a guide, or 
a check-off sheet. What is a scope and se- 
quence listing? Simply stated, it is a listing, 
grade by grade, of "typical" material cov- 
ered in that year of school. Many textbook 
publishers provide their own scope and 
sequence listing on their websites. World 
Book maintains a very detailed scope and 
sequence (typical course of study) on their 
website: World Book Course of Study. 

If we can teach our children with inter- 
esting material, challenge them to think, 
reason, analyze, and dig deeper for fur- 
ther information, we will find them to be 
well-educated and ready to move on to a 
lifetime of questions and adventure. While 
we will never be able to teach a child ev- 
erything, we can certainly teach them these 
things, providing a strong foundation and 
knowledge tree that they will utilize for the 
rest of their lives. Unit studies provide a 
powerful tool to accomplish this task. 

Unit studies teach the student to look at 
things from all sides, gaining a better and 
more complete understanding of the topic 
than if they had learned about it in bits and 
pieces over twelve years of education. In 
many textbook scope and sequence list- 
ings, you can see how divided up one topic 
can be over the course of a "standard" edu- 
cation. For example, the child might learn 
about sea animals in the third grade, animal 
classification in the fifth grade, and cells in 
the seventh grade. 

While using a unit study approach over 



a four- week period, your family can learn 
about sea life and its classifications (both 
plant and animal), as well as a simple study 
of plant and animal cells using pond life 
from a nearby park. The children would get 
the whole picture at one time, instead of 
spread out in segments over years of learn- 
ing. With a unit study approach, they can 
study ocean life as a general topic initially, 
and in a few months' time, return to the 
topic to study oceans and world geography, 
and at some time in the future study ma- 
rine biology in greater depth, adding to the 
solid tree of knowledge that has been built 
steadily during the educational process. 

From studying shrimp legs and pond life 
under a microscope to performing surf and 
tidal wave experiments in the wading pool, 
lasting memories are being made and a sound 
information foundation is being laid. Our 
children became self-motivated key players 
on the unit study team, asking amazing ques- 
tions and coming up with ideas all their own. 
The understanding obtained through unit 
studies and the hands-on learning process is 
amazing to me, a first-hand participant in the 
study. We all learn together. Do you know 
what Michelangelo said on his 87 th birthday? 
"I am still learning." ii™ 

Amanda Bennett is a wife, homes chool 
mom, speaker, and author. She travels 
and speaks at conferences and retreats, 
sharing her faith, homeschool experi- 
ences, and a contagious love of learning. 
Her newest series of titles, Download 
N Go™ is a joint project with The Old 
Schoolhouse®, based on a groundbreaking 
combination of unit studies, lapbooking, 
and digital interactivity. Check out her 
unit studies at www. UnitStudy. com and 
www.DownloadNGo. com. 



Bonus pages from 

the Download N Go™ 

Kite Capers study: 

Every Download N Go™ includes five 
days of learning, and we've gathered 

one full day of activities for your 
enjoyment. Kite Capers offers a great 
opportunity to enjoy a little child- 
hood wonder with your children as 
you study clouds. WeVe included the 
pages for "Day Four: Science Secrets 



of Kites/' (p.B40) 



www.TheHomeSchoollvlagazine.com 



Planning 



iHelp for the eHome 




Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

Before you begin singing "Mom's on 

the Computer/' get some control of 

computer use in your home by using 

the Family Computer Schedule, (p. B1 5) 



Learning to stay 

focused and use 

electronics and the 

Internet responsibly 

in an era that 

makes it all too 

easy to Twitter 

our time away. 




In preparation for this workshop, I've 
written a poem, sung to the tune of 
Cat's in the Cradle, that reminds me of 
just how much time I can waste on frivo- 
lous things while my favorite people are 
left idle nearby. Now that it's written, ev- 
ery time I'm on the computer too long, this 
song begins to play in my head and serves 
as an alarm for the tragic mistake I'll be 
making if I don't heed the warning. 

Mom's on the Computer (to the 
tune of Cat's in the Cradle) 

My computer arrived just the other day 
It came on the porch in the usual way 
So many blogs to read and games to play 
My child learned to walk while I 

twittered away 
And he was talkin ' fore I knew it as my 

friends list grew 
He 'd say, "I'm gonna be like you, Mom 
You know I'm gonna be like you. " 

And Mom s lost on the computer, lettin ' 

dinner burn 
Little boy wanders, he just wants to learn 
"When you getting off, Mom? " 
"I don 't know when, but we '11 get 

together then 
We 're gonna have a good time then. " 

My son turned ten just the other day 
He said "Thanks for the Wii, Mom, come 

on let 's play " 
"Can you teach me how it works? " I said, 

"Not today " 
"I got a blog to write. " he said, "That's 

okay " 
And he walked away while the computer 

never dimmed 
He said, "I'm gonna be like them, yeah 
You know I'm gonna be like them. " 

And Mom 's lost on the computer lettin ' 

dinner burn 
Little boy wanders, he just wants to learn 
"When you getting off, Mom? " 
"I don 't know when, but we '11 get 

together then 
We 're gonna have a good time then. " 



Well my son came home just the other day 
iPod in his ears while he texted away 
"Son, I'm proud of you, can you sit for 

a while? " 
He shook his head and he said with 

a smile 
"I'd really like to, Mom, but talkin 's not 

my thing 
"Check my status for what's happening. " 

And Mom 's lost on the computer lettin ' 

dinner burn 
Little boy wanders, he just wants to learn 
"When you getting off, Mom? " 
"I don 't know when, but we '11 get 

together then 
You know we '11 have a good time then. " 

Well my blog 's retired and my Facebook 
out of date 

My son texted, "Hey, Mom, I just can 't 
relate. " 

I said, "I'd like to see you if you have 
some time. " 

He said, "I'd love to, Mom, but sky pe if 
you don 't mind. " 

"You see my website s down and my work- 
load just grew. " 

"but it 's nice texting with you, Mom. 

It 's been sure nice texting with you. " 

And as I typed "c u later " it occurred 

to me 
He 'd grown up just like me. 
My boy was just like me. iifi 

Karen Braun, "Spunky Homeschool, " is a 
Christian wife and mother to six home- 
schooling children. She is engaged in the 
full-time art of managing her home and 
educating her children. Karen also enjoys 
speaking and writing on behalf of home- 
schooling, and is a strong advocate for the 
Christian family. Her very popular blog, 
Spunky Homeschool blends all of those 
interests. 
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Quest for Zest 




"It's one thing for 

a child to play a 

computer game; 

it's another thing 

altogether for a child 

to build his or her 

own game/' 



We all want to shape a homeschool 
where the kids love what they 
are learning. 
Pursuing that idea, many of us like to 
build our homeschools around a theory. 
Here are some popular ones: 

• Unschooling: As your day unfolds 
naturally, recognize teaching opportu- 
nities and take advantage of them. 

• Charlotte Mason: learning by doing. 
Seek out exploratory activities that 
flesh out the concept you are work- 
ing on. 

• The time-tested classical method. 

In a nutshell, this is the classical method: 
when the kids are in elementary school, 




you stuff them with facts. When they are 
in middle school, teach them logic. When 
they are in high school, teach them to iden- 
tify and challenge assumptions. It's a for- 
mula that' s worked for a very long time — 
since about 500 B.C. 

But young children need more than 
memory work. Over the years, educators 
have addressed this need. Englishwoman 
Charlotte Mason (1842-1923), for exam- 
ple, suggested teaching young children by 
allowing them to learn by doing. 

Somewhat later and in that same vein, 
Jean Piaget, a Swiss psychologist (1896- 
1980), carefully observed young children 
learning. His experiments showed the criti- 
cal role of action and exploring for kids 
who are learning. Kids can handle simple, 
child-centered logic when as young as 7, 
said Piaget. They also need to explore in 
order to learn. 

A disciple of Piaget' s, Seymour Papert 
of MIT took both of those assertions in the 
1960s and helped create LOGO, a comput- 
er language for children — even for those as 
young as the 7-11 age group. 

The computer provides a marvelous tool 
for learning by exploring, said Papert. "It's 
one thing for a child to play a computer 
game; it's another thing altogether for a 
child to build his or her own game. In build- 
ing his own game, the child hypothesizes, 
explores, experiments, evaluates, and draws 
conclusions. In short, he learns." (Interview 
by Dan Schwartz at http://www.papert.org/ 
articles/GhostlnTheMachine.html .) 

The LOGO logic can be very simple — 
drawing a box or a triangle using a set of 
commands to a turtle on the screen. It's so 
easy that any child over the age of 7 who is 
able to type a few letters can do it. 

But LOGO logic also can be more com- 
plex at a middle school level, and very 
complex at a high school level. It is a ro- 
bust computer language with modern ca- 
pabilities. 

So how does LOGO fit in with classical 
education? In the middle school years, the 
logic stage, students can be working on 
reasoning, and they can also be working 
on the logic used by a computer as it steps 
through a program. There are many simi- 
larities ideal for those developing brains ! 

In fact, it's my experience that kids of a 
variety of ages love working with LOGO. 
You give them an achievable goal, and they 
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work like busy bees, experimenting with 
this and that until it works. The computer 
lab we used at our homeschool co-op was 
abuzz with happy noises as they worked on 
bossing their turtles around to create their 
versions of the projects I laid out for them. 

The kids love the creative aspect, tailor- 
ing each project with their preferences. My 
son at age 11 was told to use turtle com- 
mands to draw a group of houses and to cre- 
ate an animated character walking through 
them. He created an army camp with a jeep 
driving through, its headlights flashing, all 
in olive drab camouflage. 

What will your child come up with? it™ 

Phyllis Wheeler, the Computer Lady from 
MotherboardBooks. com, provides course 
materials, inspiration, and advice for ho- 
mes choolers and others who want to teach 
their kids logic and computer skills. A vet- 
eran homes chooler, she knows the needs 
of the horn eschooling family Her popu- 
lar series Computer Science Pure and 
Simple has taught many homeschoolers 
simple, fun programming using the LOGO 
computer language developed at MIT 
just for kids, along with simple Web page 
creation and use of spreadsheets. Get her 
free Internet Scavenger Hunt, where kids 
crisscross the Internet looking for weird 
facts on animals and geography. Simply 
go to www. MotherboardBooks. com . 



Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

Better plan which curricula you will 

use in your homeschool by using this 

Curriculum Planning Sheet (p,B16) 



to gather information. 



HBl InspirEd educators 

Thinning CKitsWe tl* "Books* 

COMPREHENSIVE TtfCUStfr-FPOVOHNG, 

*mL easy-to-use msrsoffftDNAi uNrflS 



InspirEd Units: 



Emphasize Literacy and Skill Development 

Are Standards-Based and Differentiated 

Provide Integrated Test Preparation 

Include Opportunities for Research & Use of Technology 



YOira Bt AMAZGP AT THE EXCEPTIONAL 
U ALITY &■ LESSON VARIETY 

m&\ VuE INSPIRE di-9HjG7T4 



Add some zest to 
your homeschool, 

"My son is thirteen, and once he 
got through the first couple of 
lessons, i couldn't get him to stop. * 
--Judy Jenkins, Del mar DE 

"My son has so enjoyed Logo 
Adventures. I cannot get him to stop 
on most days. " -Nora Muggins, 
Indialantic FL 

1t J s safe to say my kids are currently 
somewhat obsessed,, 
-Dawn Camp, 
Atlanta GA 
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Choose Computer Vcfcen« Pure and 
Sample from MotherboardBooks.com 
to provide a needed skill, teach 
reasoning, and truly enrich your 
homeschool. 

Thousands of others have. Practical 
Homeschooling Magazine's readers 
gave it FntPtoce 2010 I -Learn Award, 





Forfreebies, discounts and more, 
check out our conference booth at: 
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Maximizing the Efficiency of Reading Pathways 
in the Brain 



by Jeannine Herron, Ph.D., Expo Sponsor 



"The two most critical 
skills for skilled read- 
ing are (1) phoneme 
awareness (being able 
to identify the indi- 
vidual sounds in words) 
and (2) phonics (being 
able to automatically 
link a letter to those 
sounds)/ 7 



^^* an reading instruction become more 
fun and more effective? The answer 
^^^ is a resounding YES ! In fact, reading 
instruction must change for two reasons: 
(1) current instruction is not succeeding — 
almost 70% of 4 th and 8th graders in the 
U.S. are not reading at a proficient level, 
and (2) the most recent brain research sug- 
gests that there may be a better way to pro- 
vide instruction that will create more effi- 
cient pathways for reading in the brain. 

"One of the most fundamental flaws 
in almost all phonics programs, 
including traditional ones, is that they 
teach the code backwards. That is 
they go from letter to sound instead 
of from sound to letter — the print-to- 
sound (traditional phonics) approach 
leaves gaps, invites confusion, and 
creates inefficiencies. " Louisa Moats, 
American Educator, 1998 
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Current early reading instruction is 
designed to lead children from print to 
speech. That is, they look at a printed word 
and try to recognize it, or they look at each 
letter and try to remember what sound is 
associated with each letter. Then they try 
to blend those sounds together into a word 
whose pronunciation they recognize. This 
print-to-speech, letter- to- sound approach 
relies to a great extent on the brain's abil- 
ity to analyze and recall visual patterns and 
configurations. 

(Please take note of the fact that it is the 
right half of the brain that specializes in vi- 
sual pattern recognition. It is the left half 
of the brain that specializes in speech and 
language processing. We'll return to this 
interesting fact in a moment.) 

Besides creating the gaps, confusions, 
and inefficiencies cited by Louisa Moats, 
the print- to- speech approach is not de- 
signed to maximize the development of ef- 
ficient pathways for reading in the brain. 

Here is what we have learned from re- 
cent brain research: While the brain is de- 
signed and "pre-wired" for speech, reading 
is a new activity for it. Reading pathways 
are laid down and organized as the child 
learns to read. These new pathways are es- 
tablished and connected in direct response 
to incoming information and to the strate- 
gies the child adopts in order to process that 
information. That is, teachers and parents 
are literally organizing the child's brain as 
letters, sounds, and written words are in- 
troduced. (Genetics certainly exerts some 
influence here, but the method of instruc- 
tion plays a significant role. And instruc- 
tion is the only thing we have the power 
to change.) 

Studies using new brain imaging tech- 
nology have shown clearly that dyslexic 
children activate areas in the right half of 
the brain, while skilled readers activate ar- 
eas in the left half of the brain. And here's 
the most startling discovery: when these 
same dyslexic children succeed in improv- 
ing their reading significantly as a result 
of being given intensive phonologically 
based instruction for eight weeks, their 
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brain scans show that the activation has 
moved from the right to the left side of the 
brain. This change has brought the read- 
ing pathways closer to places in the brain 
where the pronunciation and meaning of 
words are stored. 

(Here's a different way to look at it. 
Putting away your socks, without pairing 
them, on various shelves in your pantry 
would not be very efficient. You could find 
them more easily in the morning if they 
were paired and stored in the same bed- 
room drawer every day. And you would 
avoid a lot of frustration.) 

If 8- to 12-year-old dyslexics can re- 
spond to remedial intervention in this way, 
why can't all children be given appropriate 
reading instruction from the very begin- 
ning to try to maximize brain efficiency? 
How can we provide instruction that will 
initiate left hemisphere speech and lan- 
guage processing before children start to 
rely on visual pattern recognition strategies 
that tend to call upon neural areas remote 
from the seat of language in the brain? 

This is the question I asked myself as a 
neuropsychologist after doing ten years of 
brain research on dyslexia at UCSF. Over 
the years since then, as I did research in 
schools, I recognized that software would 
be an excellent way to deliver systematic, 
highly motivating instruction for early 
reading. I have been principal investigator 
on four grants from the National Institute 
of Child Health and Human Development 
(NICHD) to develop and do research with 
software programs to teach reading, writ- 
ing, typing, and spelling. Dr. Reid Lyon 
has said about my work: 

/ have known Dr. Jeannine H err on for 
well over a decade and have always 
been a fan of her scientific work in the 
neuropsychology of reading develop- 
ment and reading difficulties. I learned 
over the years that Jeannine is one of 
the few scientists who can translate 
complex research findings into effec- 
tive instructional solutions for kids 
who are learning to read or are having 
a tough time learning to read. 

I saw this firsthand when she initially 
contacted me at the National Institute 
of Child Health and Human Devel- 
opment (NICHD) at the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), where I 
served as a research psychologist and 




Figure 1. A 

dyslexic brain 
activating the 
right hemisphere 
to read instead of 
the left. 



Figure 2. A 

skilled reader's 
brain. Pronun- 
ciation, meaning, 
and visual recog- 
nition of words 
are all in the left 
hemisphere. 



chief of the Child Development and 
Behavior Branch. Jeannine discussed 
with me her ideas for building a 
technology-based reading instruc- 
tional program based upon the best 
scientific evidence that we had at that 
time in understanding how children 
learn to read, why some children have 
difficulties, and how we can help al- 
most all children to overcome reading 
difficulties. 

As I listened to her and then reviewed 
the materials that she had created, 
I was literally astonished. She had 
developed a very unique and engag- 
ing software program that brought 
reading to life for emerging readers. 
She had titled her program Read, 
Write, & Type. After our discussions, 



she submitted a proposal for a grant 
from the very competitive Small Busi- 
ness Innovative Research Program at 
the NIH to fully develop the program. 
As I had expected, Jeannine received 
the funding and developed the first 
technology-based reading program 
ever supported by the NIH. 

How is the Read, Write, & Type approach 
different? The traditional print- to- speech 
approach is focused on decoding — that is, 
children are encouraged to de-code a group 
of visual symbols (letters) that stand for 
sounds. The first processing called upon 
in the brain to analyze these symbols is vi- 
sual pattern recognition (typically handled 
by the right hemisphere). This processing 
may set up a habitual strategy of going to 
the right hemisphere first whenever a word 

Continued » 
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Maximizing the Efficiency of Reading 
Pathways in the Brain (continued) 

or letter is seen. It then becomes necessary 
to cross the bundle of fibers between the 
two halves of the brain in order to link that 
visual image with what is already known 
about the word (the pronunciation and 
meaning previously stored in the other side 
of the brain). 

The Read, Write, & Type approach is 
focused on encoding — that is, children 
play games leading them to pronounce 
and construct words they know. The first 
processing called upon in the brain is 
speech (pronouncing and accessing the 
meaning of the word), typically handled 
by the left hemisphere. Children then 
identify each sound in the word (also 
requiring speech processing) and finally 
select a letter to represent that sound, 
systematically linking sounds to letters 
as they string the letters together to make 
the word. This sequence of processing 
has a better chance of activating left 
hemisphere areas first. 

The two most critical skills for skilled 
reading are (1) phoneme awareness (be- 
ing able to identify the individual sounds 
in words) and (2) phonics (being able to 
automatically link a letter to those sounds). 
These two skills can be learned by prac- 
ticing decoding or encoding, but encoding 
has a better chance of laying down the new 
reading pathways in the left hemisphere, in 
close proximity to where everything else 
about words is stored. 

Read, Write, & Type is based on encod- 
ing (speech to print, sound to letter). The 
program has 40 sequential lessons, each 
one introducing one of the 40 sounds in 
English. Once children learn to link each 
sound with the letter (or letters) that stand 
for that sound, they can write any regu- 
larly spelled word, (and make a good stab 
at the exceptions). And they can read what 
they write. 

With each lesson, children add a new 
sound to what they have already learned 
and start sounding out and writing more 
and more words, phrases, and sentences. 
The program also teaches them to asso- 
ciate the correct finger movement on the 
keyboard with each sound and letter, so 
almost invisibly they are learning to touch- 
type. With this kind of multisensory learn- 
ing, they are linking speech, auditory in- 



formation, visual information, and muscle 
memory at the same time. 

Phoneme awareness and phonics are 
the two most frequently found deficits in 
children who struggle to read. Whether 
children are learning to read at school or 
at home, parents can make sure that their 
children learn these skills thoroughly and 
fluently by playing Read, Write, & Type 
at home. Interacting with your children 
while they are playing, making sure they 
pronounce words aloud and use the correct 
fingers to type, will maximize the benefit 
of the program. 

For more information about how the 
brain learns to read, or about our software, 
visit www.talkingfingers.com or my blog 
at www.talkingfingers.com/educational- 
reading- software . We try to answer all 
questions and comments. An online sub- 
scription to all 40 lessons only costs $35. 
The first 8 lessons are free online for your 
child to try. un 

Dr. Jeannine Herron is a research neurop- 
sychologist living in San Rafael, Califor- 
nia. She was the principal investigator on 
four grants funded by the National Insti- 
tute of Child Health and Human Develop- 
ment (NICHD) to develop and research 
a line of educational software that helps 
children ages 6-9 learn how to read, write, 
and type. Dr. Herron was a co-founder 
and program developer for a Head-Start 
program for 5,000 children in Mississippi 
during the Civil Rights Movement and did 
ten years of post-doctoral brain research 
in dyslexia at UC San Francisco. Her dis- 
coveries from being a teacher and helping 
her own children learn fueled her desire 
to develop practical tools to help children 
learn to read and write. 
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A World of Difference Between Touch Typing and 
Computer Keyboarding 



by Len Estrin, Expo Sponsor 



"Keyboarding is 

a creative process 

in which the author 

is developing and 

expressing ideas 

simultaneously." 



Discarded Touch Typing Programs 

The fine line between education and 
entertainment has been erased, as 
software companies clothe their 
content in multi-media presentations. 
Typing or keyboarding programs are some 
of the worst offenders. Most of these pro- 
grams use games, animation, sound ef- 
fects, and cartoon characters to sugar-coat 
the repetitive activities that come with 
learning to type. The problem is, kids are 
smarter than that and quickly find them- 
selves bored with games and unmotivated 
by artificial rewards. 

Want proof? Ask your friends and fel- 
low homeschool parents whether they 
have any typing software programs on the 
shelf. Chances are, they not only will an- 
swer yes, but they'll gladly give them to 
you just to get them out of the house. The 
question is, how do you avoid making the 
same mistake? 



Definition of Touch Typing 

To answer that question, let's start by 
looking at the difference between typing 
and keyboarding. Typing is a vocational 
skill based on a stenographic paradigm. 
In this paradigm, the typist reproduces 
the words she/he hears or sees. Typing 
was (and is) taught using drills to acquire 
dexterity and, eventually, to achieve the 
twin goals of speed and accuracy. But the 
thinking process has been left out of the 
equation. 

Definition of Computer 
Keyboarding 

Keyboarding is a creative process in 
which the author is developing and express- 
ing ideas simultaneously. True, the physi- 
cal process is the same (i.e., key-stroking 
letters to form words), but the thinking 
process is much different. According to 

Continued » 
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A World of Difference Between Touch 
Typing and Computer Keyboarding 
(continued) 

educator Shannon Flemming, 1 "Keyboard- 
ing is an action that requires cognitive, 
affective, and psychomotor skills." W.M. 
Wronkovich, 2 put it this way, "The entire 
point of teaching keyboarding is built on 
ideas, not the typing process." In other 
words, keyboarding produces content; typ- 
ing reproduces words. This explains why 
even the most entertaining typing programs 
can become boring. The process is akin to 
making children learn to spell before al- 
lowing them to speak! 

Learn by Association 

There is an alternative method to key- 
boarding that many parents (and students) 
are finding quite effective. It's based on 
cognitive learning theory. There is an 
alternative method to keyboarding that 
many parents (and students) are finding 
quite effective. It's based on cognitive 
learning theory. The cognitive school of 
thought says that we all organize knowl- 
edge and meaning by modifying mental 
representations. According to MergeP, 
we select information from the environ- 
ment and store it in short-term memory. 
At that point, we decide to either forget 
it or process it and store it into long-term 
memory. Cognitive approaches rely on 
the students' attitudes and experiences 
and integrate the new information into 
their reality. By comparison, the behav- 
iorist approach emphasizes overt behav- 
ior, measureable outcomes, and reinforc- 
ing proper responses. It is no wonder this 
approach is found in schools and in most 
typing programs. It's easy to teach and 
grade, but it relies on drills and repeti- 
tion. Moore goes on to state that cogni- 



^leming, Shannon, "When and How 

Keyboarding Should Be Taught," 

http://www.eduteka.org/curriculo2/When 

HowKeyboardingSmith.pdf 

2 Wronkovich, W.M. "The relationship of 

early keyboard instruction to computer 

proficiency," 

Educational Technology, Sept. 1998 

3 Brenda Mergel, Instructional Design 

and Learning Theory. 

http://www.usask.ca/education/ 

coursework/8Q2papers/mergel/bren 

da.htm - The Basics of Cognitivism 



tive approaches rely on the students' at- 
titudes and experiences and integrate the 
new information into their reality. By 
comparison, the behaviorist approach 
emphasizes overt behavior, measure- 
able outcomes, and reinforcing proper 
responses. It is no wonder this approach 
is found in schools and in most typing 
programs. It's easy to teach and grade, 
but it relies on drills and repetition. 

Learning by Association Elminates 
the Need to Drill and Kill 

Applying associative learning programs 
to the keyboard bypasses the need for rep- 
etition and drills to learn which letter cor- 
responds to which key. Instead, children 
learn to associate each letter with a differ- 
ent object, idea, or relationship. For ex- 
ample, the letters A, Z, and Q and the little 
finger of the left hand develop a relation- 
ship through a story. Georgina Farmer 4 has 
applied the same technique to develop a 
lesson plan for younger children. She uses 
"animal" for the letter A, "snow" for the 
letter S, etc. 

Behavioral Learning-Based Typing 
and Associative Learning-Based 
Keyboarding Lead to Very Differ- 
ent Results 

In terms of efficiency, behavioral 
learning-based typing and associative 
learning-based keyboarding represent 
dramatically different approaches, and 
as you might imagine, lead to dramati- 
cally different results. One study indi- 
cated that, in third grade, the process of 
learning to "touch-type" requires at least 
thirty hours of instruction per year. 5 Us- 
ing associative learning, children have 
been able to learn the locations of all 24 
letters of the alphabet, comma, semi-co- 
lon, and question mark in just one hour. 
Typically, proficiency is a function of 
both practice and desire. In the case of 
associative learning programs, however, 



4 Farmer, Georgina, "A Fun Alternative 
Way to Teach Children Keyboarding," 
http://www.lessonplanspage.com/CILiv- 
ingKeyboardingGameASDFGK3 .htm 
5 "Rates of development of keyboarding 
skills in elementary school aged children 
with and without identified 
learning disabilities," unpublished mas- 
ter's thesis, Graduate School of Education, 
Harvard University, Pisha (1993) 
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proficiency is driven by experiencing 
immediate results. Being able to spell 
words such as "dad," "date," and "bat" 
within a half hour is more rewarding than 
animated fireworks, no matter which car- 
toon character appears with them. 

Homeschooling Is Personalized 

There is another consideration. The 
purpose of homeschooling is to provide 
personalized, rather than regimented, 
education. Many programs try to ad- 
dress that issue by inserting various 
performance levels or by incorporating 
games or interesting stories to key into 
the student. Programs that incorporate 
associative-learning take advantage of 
characters, objects, and their relation- 
ships — concepts that children already 
know — so they can immediately express 
their opinions and ideas. In addition, the 
associative process involves auditory, vi- 
sual, and kinesthetic modalities in natu- 
ral ways, so that children can respond to 
the modality that they find most comfort- 
able. This natural approach to learning to 
keyboard makes it easy to custom tailor 
the experience to each child. A home- 
schooling parent can comfortably tran- 
sition from the computer and the letter 
B being associated with a delicious ice 
cream concoction — B, banana splits — 
to actually preparing and eating a ba- 
nana split with the child. Parents can let 
their children set the pace of instruction; 
there's no need to stop at a particular les- 
son. During a story, they can address any 
issues that come up without breaking the 
story's flow. They can provide motiva- 
tion, reinforcement, and corrective en- 
couragement without competitive tests. 
And they can work reviews into the story 
so that the students can practice key- 
boarding without repetitive exercises or 
boring drills. In addition, parents can add 
their own touches to the story. They can 
develop their own demonstrations and 
add them to the story. They can weave in 
teaching values, moral lessons, and good 
character traits. They can use the story to 
support other subjects or activities, e.g., 
language arts, reading enrichment, and 
verbal communication skills. 

Works With All Types of Learners 

Keyboarding via associative learning 
will work with children on a wide range 



of levels. Children with Asperger's syn- 
drome, ADHD, ADD, etc., can flourish be- 
cause they focus on ideas rather than me- 
chanics, and this method has proven to be 
successful in helping children with learn- 
ing differences. 

When is the best time to start? When is 
the right term to start? Obviously, every 
child is different. According to a recent 
survey published in Techlearning.com , 
47% of the respondents start keyboard 
instruction between grades 1-3. Another 
24% begin in the fourth grade. 6 No mat- 
ter when you start, the points to remember 
are: Look for programs that emphasize 
keyboarding rather than typing. Look for 
programs that relate to the child's world 
through associative-learning rather than 
behavioristic methods. In addition, look 
for programs that promote parent- student 
interaction and encourage self-expression 
along with acquiring keyboarding skills. 
By following these tips, you're virtually 
certain to succeed. 

Keyboard Town Pals: Teaching Kids 
to Type in an Hour! ( www.keyboardtown 
pals.com ) 

Len Estrin is a technical writer for corpo- 
rations and government agencies by day 
and children 's book author by choice. He 
has published close to a dozen children s 
books and a very popular comic book se- 
ries called "Mendy and the Golem. " Len 
has enjoyed writing and researching for 
Keyboard Town PALS over the years and 
believes that this approach to teaching 
keyboarding should be the way every child 
learns to keyboard. 
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Choose a Math Curriculum Individualized to Your Child 



by ALEKS, Expo Sponsor 



As you look for innovative pro- 
grams to use with your home- 
school curriculum, consider 
ALEKS as an online solution to provide 
individualized math instruction for your 
children in grades 3-12. ALEKS is a 
Web-based program that uses an artificial 
intelligence engine and adaptive ques- 
tioning to assess a student's knowledge 
and deliver individualized instruction on 
the exact topics the student is most ready 
to learn. ALEKS targets gaps in a stu- 
dent's knowledge and enables immediate 
success in learning new material. 

ALEKS offers a robust course library 
that can be accessed from virtually any 
computer with an Internet connection, 
making it a flexible and mobile educa- 
tional solution for your children. Addi- 
tionally, some ALEKS course products 
are American Council on Education 
(ACE) credit-recommended , meaning 
that your student may be eligible for col- 
lege credit at participating colleges. 

How Does ALEKS Work? 

Based on ground-breaking research 
in Knowledge Space Theory , ALEKS 
has the ability to interact with students 
much like a human tutor. ALEKS pro- 
vides a free-response environment that 
uses realistic input tools and avoids 
multiple-choice questions so students 
must demonstrate content mastery. Fol- 
lowing a brief tutorial, ALEKS adminis- 
ters an Initial Assessment that includes 
approximately 25 to 30 questions. This 
personalized, adaptive assessment will 
not only show precisely what your child 
knows and doesn't know within a course, 
but also what she is ready to learn next. 
Following the Initial Assessment, the 
student will receive her results in a color- 
keyed pie chart. The ALEKS Pie is bro- 
ken down into slices which correspond to 
a particular area of the course, and pro- 
vides a dynamic, visual representation of 
student progress. 

When a student clicks on a topic that 



is available in the ALEKS Pie, he will 
make an immediate transition into the 
Learning Mode. The Learning Mode 
provides practice problems and offers 
explanations of new concepts and pro- 
cedures. The student receives immediate 
feedback in the Learning Mode and sug- 
gestions for correcting mistakes. Once a 
student has demonstrated mastery of a 
topic in the Learning Mode, it is added 
to the student's pie and new topics that 
the student is ready to learn may become 
available. The student's goal is to fill in 
his pie, which becomes a highly motivat- 
ing task! 

ALEKS also offers ALEKS OuickTa- 
bles , a research-based, math fact master 
program for multiplication, division, ad- 
dition, and subtraction. The online pro- 
gram offers ongoing assessment, learn- 
ing, review, games, and visual tracking 
of progress to help students develop and 
consolidate essential math fact fluency. 

How Do I Know Which Course Is 
Right for My Child? 

With an ALEKS subscription, your 
child has access to a robust course library ; 
students can complete as many ALEKS 
courses as they need to during the sub- 
scription period, all for one affordable 
price. If you are unsure of which course to 
place your child into, refer to the course 
recommendations guide by grade . Re- 
member, you can move your child into a 
different ALEKS course at any time with- 
out paying any additional fees. 

How Can I Make Sure My Child Is 
Retaining What Has Been Previ- 
ously Taught? 

With the Review button, your child 
can review topics that she has previously 
mastered. ALEKS will also automatical- 
ly reassess your child through periodic 
progress assessments to make sure that 
topics she previously mastered have also 
been retained. 

Finally, as a parent, you will have ac- 



cess to a Master Account where you can 

monitor your child's progress, schedule 

assessments, generate custom quizzes 

and worksheets, and more. 

How Can I Monitor My Child's 

Progress? 

ALEKS provides homeschooling par- 
ents with a powerful Master Account that 
enables you to manage student accounts, 
monitor progress, view customized re- 
ports, and much more. With automated 
reports such as the Detailed Progress 
Report, you can determine what topics 
your child knows, doesn't know, and is 
ready to learn next. You can also view 
the student's learning progress history, 
as well as a learning log of suggested re- 
view topics. 

Additionally, you have the ability to 
create quizzes for your child based on 
the ALEKS Pie slices or your state stan- 
dards. Quizzes are automatically graded 
and the results are available immediately 
to both you and your child. In addition 
to quizzes, you can also request progress 
assessments and generate custom work- 
sheets. 

Critical to homeschoolers who need 
to track attendance, ALEKS provides a 
Student Attendance Report that allows 
you to track your student's time spent 
in ALEKS per day, the topics attempted 
during that time, and the topics mastered 
and added to the ALEKS Pie. You can 
also customize the date range of the re- 
port to view data for a specific time pe- 
riod, and print the report to provide a re- 
cord for your homeschool portfolio. 

How Much Does It Cost to Home- 
school With ALEKS? 

An individual student subscription can 
be purchased month-to-month for $19.95 
per month, or $99.95 for 6 months, or 
$179.95 for 12 months. A family dis- 
count program is also available. 

To determine if ALEKS is the best 
fit for your homeschooling needs, take 
advantage of our free 1 -month trial , a 
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special offer created exclusively for ho- 
meschool families to find the best cur- 
riculum solution to meet their children's 
individualized needs. 

How Can I See if Other 
Homeschoolers Have Had Suc- 
cess With ALEKS? 

Visit http://www.aleks.com/home- 
school/success stories to read about the 
success achieved by other homeschool 
families, and http://www.aleks.com/ho- 
meschool/implementations to preview 
how you can implement ALEKS to meet 
your family's homeschool needs. 

A few highlights from homeschooling 
families who are using ALEKS: 

"My daughter has enjoyed her 
subscription to ALEKS for pre- 
algebra. She is constantly chal- 
lenged to improve her pie chart and 
master more areas. Every time I 
turn around, she is at my computer 
trying to work on just a few more 
math problems. She doesn't enjoy 
math, and has struggled with this 
subject her entire school career; yet 
she looks forward to working with 
ALEKS. It has inspired her to keep 
working and to do better. She said 
that some of the problems she has 
learned in ALEKS are things that 
she didn 't fully understand in her 
normal math curriculum. She was 
proud to finally 'get it. '" (Read Full 
Blog Review) 

- April El strom, TOS Crew Reviewer, 
KS 

"I like that parents and students can 
see progress on the pie charts. For 
some reason my teen doesn 't believe 
me when I tell her she needs work in 
a certain area, math in particular, 
so it's nice to have some back-up 
for what Fve been telling her. I 
think it's also very encouraging for 
a child to see her progress. " (Read 
Full Blog Review) 

- Julie Ketter, TOS Crew Reviewer, 
NV 

"My son 's standardized test scores 
in reading and English were just 
as I expected since he has always 
excelled in those areas, but you 
could have picked my jaw up off 



of the floor when I got to his math 
results. My son, who was at a sixth- 
grade level in math at the begin- 
ning of the school year, tested at 
an eighth-grade level! There were 
even a few areas that indicated that 
he is ready to learn concepts at an 
eleventh-grade level! I attribute this 
not only to having a really bright 
son, but to ALEKS as well. I know 
ALEKS has helped because it is the 
only thing we have done differently 
this year for math. You can 't argue 
with results like these! With ALEKS, 
success is measured and adds up 
to stellar results. " (Read Full Blog 
Review) 

- Brenda Emmett, TOS Crew Re- 
viewer, WY 

How Can I Learn More About 
ALEKS for Homeschooling? 

1. Request a 1 -Month Free Trial 
($19.95 value exclusively for ho- 
meschoolers; refer 2 homeschool- 
ing parents and receive an addi- 
tional month added to your trial). 



2. Visit: 

http://www.aleks.com/homeschool . 

ALEKS has been used successfully by 
homeschoolers, as well as by millions of 
students at schools and educational insti- 
tutions throughout the world. 

• ALEKS is a research-based online 
math program: 

• Complete curriculum solution for 
math with access to full course 
library. 

• No textbook required. 

• Artificial intelligence targets gaps in 
student knowledge. 

• Assessment and individualized 
learning for grades 3-12. 

• Master Account includes quizzing 
and automated reports to monitor 
learning progress. 

• Unlimited online access — PC and 
Mac compatible. 

• QuickTables - complimentary math 
fact mastery program for multi- 
plication, division, addition, and 
subtraction. ii« 




ALEKS 



ALEKS is an online math program that provides individualized assessment and 
learning for grades 3-1 2. We invite you to discover a new math solution with a 



ee one-month trial for new users ($19.95 value exclusively for homeschoolers). 
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ILEKS is a Research-Based Online Math Proaram: 



Complete Curriculum Solution for Math with Access to Full Course Library 

No Textbook Required 

Artificial Intelligence Targets Gaps in Student Knowledge 

Master Account Includes Quizzing and Automated Reports to Monitor Learning Progress 

Unlimited Online Access - PC and Mac Compatible 

QuickTables - Complimentary Math Fact Mastery Program for Multiplication, Division, 
Addition, and Subtraction 
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Is Online Learning on Your Radar? 



by Sevenstar, Expo Sponsor 



"Whether a child 
is studying in the 
classroom, living at 
home, attending a 
youth group, or just 
hanging out in the 
neighborhood, his 
interest in virtual com- 
munications is real/ 7 




Most of us recognize how impor- 
tant it is for a modern aircraft, 
particularly a commercial air- 
craft, to be equipped with the latest tech- 
nology in order to provide the best pos- 
sible chance for mission success. If any of 
us walked onto a flight and was informed 
the trip was being made without radar, 
we might think twice about remaining on 
board. Do we not trust the experience and 
instincts of the pilot? I imagine our rea- 
sons for leaving the airplane would not be 
about mistrust, but more about believing 
that reliable and proven technology gives 
us the best chance for success. 

What about when educating our chil- 
dren? Sometimes our daily requirements 
and routines capture our attention so often 
that we overlook the tools that are avail- 
able to give us the best chance for success. 
Parents and schools alike are wrestling 
with the present-day economy, as well as 
their own expectations. Budgets at home 
just like everywhere else seem to have 
fewer tools in the toolbox than before, and 
to make matters worse, solutions from 
elsewhere are few and far between. The 
commitment to instructional excellence 
by educators, curriculum developers, and 
parents is mostly unchanged, but search- 
ing for new tools is a reality, perhaps even 
a necessity. 

One tool that is proving successful is 
online learning. Whether a child is study- 
ing in the classroom, living at home, at- 
tending a youth group, or just hanging out 
in the neighborhood, his interest in virtual 
communications is real. It has been said 
that young people today will grow into 
adulthood with the Web as much a part 
of them as the land-line telephone was for 
others in years past. Many students are so 
comfortable with technology and the tre- 
mendous speed at which it changes, that 
new technological tools are an everyday 
expectation, not a novelty. How does the 
concept of online learning strike them? 
Their answer, as we have discovered, is a 
resounding YES ! 
As an active participant in the Christian, 



online education world, Sevenstar ( www. 
sevenstaracademy.org ) is privileged to 
be part of introducing quality, Christian 
curriculum to a number of homeschool- 
ers and school students around the world. 
It has helped administrators, counselors, 
principals and parents solve present-day 
challenges with technology that is ready 
to use now and remain an integral part of 
their future. 

Almost four years ago, Dr. Mark Bea- 
dle, Sevenstar CEO/Head of School and 
long-time Christian education administra- 
tor and teacher, sensed the Lord's call- 
ing to pursue the introduction of an on- 
line, Christian curriculum provider. After 
prayer, study, and meetings with leaders 
from all facets of Christian education, Dr. 
Beadle and others began the process of 
developing the highest quality curriculum 
possible. After identifying curriculum 
from Florida Virtual School and integrat- 
ing Biblical principles to create a sound 
Christian worldview, Sevenstar tied it 
all together with a strong support system 
and a partnership model for parents, stu- 
dents, and schools. 

In today's Christian educational envi- 
ronment, online education is proving to 
be a source of relief for many who need 
additional courses, more advanced cours- 
es, SAT and ACT prep, course recovery, 
relief from instruction, and other exciting 
possibilities, such as science labs and re- 
search projects. 

For instance, Sevenstar students are 
engaged in Chinese and Latin, as well 
as dual-credit courses from renowned 
Christian colleges. Online learning today 
involves a few models of learning and a 
million K-12 students studying courses 
of all types. It is predicted that over 10 
million persons will be engaged in online 
learning in one form or another by 2014. 
What about your child? 

One model that is growing, in which 
Sevenstar can participate, is "hybrid" or 
"blended" education. This format allows 
for a traditional class setting while inject- 
ing portions of online learning right into 
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the lesson plan. It enables the teacher 
(parent) to add an exciting link to the cur- 
riculum with an endless supply of infor- 
mation, tools, and techniques. That which 
would normally require having to leave 
the classroom, online learning can intro- 
duce with the click of a mouse. 

Sevenstar has chosen to enter into the 
Christian education arena to partner with 
parents, schools, and students so they 
have similar options, if not better, than 
the best of the public and private sec- 
tors. With rigorous courses that exceed 
all national standards, Sevenstar enables 
students to study and compete with those 
attending the most prestigious of insti- 
tutions by offering challenging course 
material according to the need. It can be 
a single course, entire subject matter, or 
entire curriculum. It offers curriculum 
solutions for unique circumstances (such 
as travel and sports requirements) as 
well as a second chance to recover cred- 
its, move ahead during the summer, take 
AP classes or choose from over 100 dual 
credit programs. Sevenstar even offers 
their own virtual diploma, recognized by 
the North Central Association of Schools 
and Colleges, the Commission for Trans- 
Regional Accreditation, the College 
Board, and the NCAA. 

Parents work hard to establish and push 
for a quality education for their chil- 
dren. Today, opportunities for those chil- 
dren can be found not only in the home, 
the classroom, the library, or travel, but 
on their home PCs, their cell phones, or 
anywhere they can connect to the virtual 
world. Is such a world on your radar? It 
might be time to consider a tool that ex- 
pands their possibilities and brings solu- 
tions to your present-day challenges — 
online learning. 

For more information about Sevenstar, 
go to www.sevenstaracademy.org . iti 
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• http://www.blackboardschoolcentral. 
com (2010) 

• http://www.kl2perspectives.com/ 
more withless. asp (2009) 

• Crouse, Brian, 2009 "How to Launch 
a School with Sevenstar Academy" - 
Brian Crouse 



Online Christian 
Curriculum Solution 



Your Homeschool Partner for Life 

A 



1 Biblically-integrated curriculum 



Global classroom 



Online Christian teachers 



4 Expanded electives 



Sevenstar Academy partners with parents 
and schools to help design a superior 
Christ-centered education for their children. 
Our Biblically-integrated online curriculum 
and available online assistance assure 
homeschool parents that their children are 
receiving a challenging and rewarding 
homeschool experience. 

With more than 70 courses for grades 6-1 2 
and over 1 50 dual-credit college courses, 
our program helps students think critically 
in the context of a Biblical worldview. 




To learn more about Sevenstar's partnership 
with homeschooling families, visit our website: 

www.sevenstaracademy.org 
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Pre-K to 5th Grade 



The Eye of a Naturalist ~ 
Teaching Your Child to Observe 



by Jill Novak, Expo Speaker 



"Making the most 

of spontaneous 

encounters with 

nature requires the 

skill of observation/' 

A few years ago, I was awakened by 
the gentle flapping of the shade 
on my bedroom window. Af- 
ter a particularly cold and rainy spring, 
a warm summer breeze beckoned me to 
go exploring — first thing, while the chil- 
dren were still asleep. Slinging my digital 
camera over one shoulder and tucking the 
video camera and tripod under my arm, 
I tiptoed to the back door and quietly let 
myself out. My mission? To photograph 
and videotape the wildflowers on the hill 
by our house. 

As a natural journalist and homeschool 
mom, I've learned to take advantage of 
"divine appointments" with God's cre- 
ation. Even though I'm accustomed to the 
landscape of my own backyard, I try not to 
let a season pass without capturing some 
of the same specimens anew in the pages 
of my journal and sharing my observations 
with my children. Little did I know that this 
morning was to be especially rewarding. 

As I stepped into the sunlight, I was 
greeted by a cherished, seasonal event — 
the sight and sound of barn swallows per- 
forming aerial acrobatics above the long 
stretch of grass between the house and the 
silo. As in years past, I stood in awe, mar- 
veling at their agility as they swooped and 
flew at an alarming rate of speed, just inch- 
es above the ground. After watching their 
maneuvers for a few minutes, I continued 
walking up the hill to where the wildflow- 
ers grow. As I followed a trail through the 
tall grass and past the entrance of the silo, 
I heard a loud, insistent chirping coming 
from inside. Peering into the dim interior, 
to my utter astonishment, I saw six baby 
barn swallows on the floor, flapping their 



wings excitedly as their mother circled 
low and flew back up to the top of the silo. 
Every time she circled, they opened their 
mouths to be fed. 

I quickly set up the digital camera and 
began recording this unusual happening. 
Suddenly, I remembered our four cats and 
how they're prone to follow me on my 
jaunts into the field. Right then and there, I 
decided to rescue the baby barn swallows 
before they were found out. I ran down 
to the house and woke up the kids. They 
were excited about my discovery and after 
rounding up the birds, they carried them 
down to the kitchen table where they held 
them in their hands and drew from life. I 
even set up the video camera in the living 
room and sketched one little fellow from 
different angles. They were all very docile 
and obliging. 

Remembering how the babies opened 
their mouths when their mother flew by, we 
took them outside and set them on the lawn 
to be fed (after locking the cats in the ga- 
rage, of course). To our surprise, not only 
did their mother swoop down to feed them, 
but other barn swallows did as well. Later 
that day, we tossed them gently into the air, 
hoping they would take off. When it became 
evident that they weren't quite getting the 
hang of flying, we placed them in an aquari- 
um with a lid for safe keeping. The next day 
we repeated the process again. 

Over the next few days, the kids and I 
seemed to inhale information about barn 
swallows. From books on backyard birds 
to Midwest field guides and the encyclo- 
pedia, we learned all we could about our 
new feathered friends. What did barn swal- 
lows eat? Did they build a new nest every 
year or would they return to the one in the 
rafters of the grain barn? How many times 
a year did they reproduce? Where did they 
migrate to and when would they return? As 
we found the answers to our questions, we 
began to understand God's design for these 
highly social creatures. 

Finally, on the third day, their wings 
grew strong enough to carry them to the 
roof of the garage. At last, the confident 



youngsters flew into the branches of the 
buckthorn tree next to the garage, and 
eventually we witnessed them join the 
rest of the community on the roof of the 
grain barn where the older, more experi- 
enced barn swallows took turns pushing 
them off, encouraging them to fly. We all 
rejoiced when at last our dear little clown- 
faced friends graduated from "junior avia- 
tion school" and took to the sky. 

Intentional Observation 

Making the most of spontaneous en- 
counters with nature requires the skill of 
observation. The Modern Oxford English 
Dictionary describes the word observa- 
tion as "the action or process of observing 
something or someone carefully or in or- 
der to gain information." Observing nature 
close-up and firsthand should be a goal for 
any student who is passionate about draw- 
ing. Whether making a quick sketch or a 
more sustained drawing in great detail, 
observing a specimen involves more than 
giving it a brief glance and letting it go. It 
requires time to observe with the intention 
of getting the most out of the experience 
that you possibly can. 

One of the most intentionally observant 
naturalists I have come to adore is children's 
author-illustrator Beatrix Potter. How I wish 
I could have tagged along behind Beatrix 
and her brother Bertram as they explored 
the Lake District of England during their 
family's holidays there. No stone was left 
unturned in the path of these child natural- 
ists. A friend of Beatrix's father, the English 
painter and illustrator Sir John Millais, told 
Beatrix, "Plenty of people can draw, but you 
and my son John have observation." 

From an early age, Beatrix was deliber- 
ate in her quest to gain knowledge of the 
subject matter she chose to draw. She was 
gifted with an intense curiosity and need 
to understand; she didn't just "appreciate" 
nature, she "recreated" it as well. And the 
originality in which she expressed her ob- 
servations set Beatrix Potter far above the 
crowd of aspiring artists of her time. "It is 
all the same," she said, "drawing, painting, 
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modeling, the irresistible desire to copy 
any beautiful object which strikes the eye. 
Why cannot one be content to look at it? 
I cannot rest, I must draw, however poor 
the result." 

When it comes to drawing and record- 
ing observations, some artists like to work 
slowly. Watercolorist Patsy McNamara 
says, "I produce more of a sustained sketch. 
I'm uncomfortable trying to work quickly 
....My sketchbook is made up of slow, 
steady pages where I focus completely on 
my subject and lose myself in the process. 
My pages are about intense observation 
and gradual understanding, not about speed 
or an end product. It is a recorded form of 
active meditation, meant more to give me 
understanding than anything else." 

There is no one method for nature jour- 
naling other than gaining understanding 
through one's personal observations. The 
way I approach a subject depends on how 
it catches my eye, whether I will sketch it 
or draw it, what tools I will use, and even 
what effect I am trying to achieve. What 
nature journaling looks like for each of 
your children will be as unique and indi- 
vidual as their fingerprints. 

We should never rush a child who wants 
to spend hours drawing in her journal. On 
the other hand, we should never demand a 
prolonged journaling session from a child 
who is not wired to be an artist. Not all 
children will gain understanding in the 
same manner — namely, recording it in the 
pages of a journal. Auditory or kinesthetic 
children may need different avenues for 
"recording" their experiences, ones that 
heighten their sense of understanding and 
will be just as memorable. 

More Than One Way to Observe 

Because of differing learning styles, not 
all children possess the gift of visual obser- 
vation, but it is a skill that can be strength- 
ened by giving them different avenues of 
exploration. Using our experience with the 
barn swallows as an example, the auditory 
child might want to imitate the sound of the 
chirping babies and practice his "bird call" 
for Dad when he comes home from work. 
He could take the video camera out into the 
field and make a short documentary about 
the habits and habitat of barn swallows. The 
kinesthetic child could gain understanding 
of the anatomy of a barn swallow by model- 
ing it out of clay or running around the yard 
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waving her arms, swooping and diving and 
imitating the social behavior of barn swal- 
lows. All of these observations could be pre- 
served through writing, drawing, and taking 
photographs of your child's experiences to 
include in their nature journals. 

Start Young, Observe for a 
Lifetime 

We don't have to limit a child's nature 
experience by setting a coloring page in 
front of him or having him copy someone 
else's lines — not when there is so much to 
gain by letting him handle and draw a spec- 
imen from life. As in the case of Beatrix 
Potter, English children traditionally begin 
nature study around the age of five or six. 
We, too, can give our children the eye of a 
naturalist from an early age. When it comes 
to understanding the design of God's cre- 
ation, a bird in the hand will always be bet- 
ter than two in the bush, iiii 

Jill Novak was raised in a creative home 
environment. She and her husband Robert 
have been married 30 years and are the 
parents of five precious children between 
the ages of 24 and 11. Together the Novak 
family has founded Remembrance Press, 
publishers o/The Pebbly Brook Farm 
Series: Character Building Stories for Boys 
and Girls, Becoming God?s Naturalist, The 
Gift of Family Writing, The Sketch with 
Me Series, and The Girlhood Home Com- 
panion magazine for daughters, mothers, 
and grandmothers. 



Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

Each of us lives in God's beautiful 

creation; make nature journaling a part 

of your homeschool as you use this 

included Nature Journal Page (p.BI 7) 



to record the amazing features of 
His creation. 

Bonus pages from the May 2009 
Remarkable Art Planner module: 

As a very useful excerpt, we've in- 
cluded text on Impressionism (p.B53), 



information from "Hands-On Art" 



(p.B54) as well as copywork pages on 
Thomas Kinkade (p.B55) and Claude 



Monet (p.B56) plus a page of valuable 



high school art links (p.B57) all pulled 



from the Remarkable Art module. 
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Pre-K to 5th Grade 



The Fast Track to Memorization 




"Pause a minute 
and tell me . . . how 

did you learn to 

spell Mississippi? 

The old rhythm 
comes right back to 

you, doesn't it?" 



Watching my sweet young son clap 
along with the singing in church 
was an almost painful experi- 
ence. When I tell you that he didn't clap 
on the beat, you might sweetly assume that 
he clapped on the off-beat. Oh, no, dear 
reader. No such gracious allowances can 
be given. He did not clap on the on-beat. 
He did not clap on the off-beat. This child 
simply clapped where God never, ever in- 
tended there to be a beat. His hands would 
shoot up and clamp onto a piece of rhythm 
known only to him and completely hidden 
to the rest of us. He almost appeared to be 
catching flies, his hands darting up and 
closing down on little odd pockets of air, 
completely oblivious to the regular rhyth- 
mical patterns swirling about him. 

Thus, it probably won't surprise you to 
learn that it never occurred to me to use 
rhythms or what I've come to call "ditties" 
in any of my efforts to educate him. In 
fact, I missed this extraordinary teaching 
tool for far too many years. Why bother? 
Surely his lack of rhythm would make 
any such efforts fruitless. But one day my 
previously comfortable notion of how this 
child learned was overturned. I happened 
upon this same child practicing his spelling 
words. He would spell the word out loud, 
over and over again, until a natural rhyth- 
mical pattern would develop. What was 
that? A rhythm? From my son? This was 
the day I discovered something that would 



radically change our schooling: the amaz- 
ing power of the ditty. 

This is not a new method. Pause a minute 
and tell me . . . how did you learn to spell 
Mississippi? The old rhythm comes right 
back to you, doesn't it? Learning facts by 
using a rhythm or rhyme has been a part of 
schooling since the beginning. Still not sure? 
Let's try another one. Finish this sentence. 

"In fourteen hundred and ninety-two ..." 

I'm betting a good 90% of you com- 
pleted it with "Columbus sailed the ocean 
blue." You probably couldn't forget that 
date if you tried. Rhythms simply make 
stuff stick. 

When this idea began to take hold with 
me, I decided to test my new rhythm theory 
on my heretofore rhythm-less son. He had 
been struggling with fractions in our cur- 
rent math work. So I created a silly little 
rhyme and quickly incorporated some ba- 
sic fraction rules. When you read the part 
that says your shoes should match, that 
simply means that the denominators must 
be the same. Here's how it went: 

When adding or subtracting fractions, 

you can 't lose. 
Just be sure before you start you 've got 

matching shoes. 
Once your shoes DO match, keep your 

shoes the same. 
And work straight across the top. That s 

the name of the game. 

To multiply 2 fractions, it's so easy ifya 

got 'em. 
Multiply across the top. Multiply across 

the bottom. 
When ya got 2 fractions that you need to 

divide, 
Just flip the second fraction and multiply. 

That's it. No big fanfare. Yet, the results 
were instantaneous, successful, permanent, 
and dare I say it . . . fun. He had the informa- 
tion down cold. This changed everything. 
Thus, we embarked on a love of the ditty. 



Start Each Day the Rhyming Way 

Now we start all our school days with 
a little three- to five-minute period we 
call "recitations." There's no pressure to 
quote the ditties perfectly on any given 
day, because they'll just hear them again 
tomorrow. It's similar to when I recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance in school as a child or 
the Pledge to the Christian flag in Sunday 
school. We repeated it at the start of every 
single class. I didn't need to memorize it, 
because I heard it with such regularity that 
it just naturally became a part of my long- 
term memory. 

Our homeschooling recitations cover 
a wide variety of academic subjects. We 
might rattle off the names of the Presidents 
in order, rules of capitalization, the planets 
in order from the sun, the classification sys- 
tem, common weights and volumes, fruits 
of the Spirit, speed of light and sound, mu- 
sic notes, the Ten Commandments, even 
the elements in the Periodic Table. My 
8-year-old daughter can recite any of these 
and so much more. Any time I find some- 
thing worth memorizing, I throw it into a 
silly little ditty and voila — practically in- 
stant memorization. 

These little powerhouses of rhyme have 
become a vital aspect of our history stud- 
ies. When we study a period in history, we 
devote a whole year to it. We act out impor- 
tant events, read historical fiction, watch 
documentaries, make food, listen to music, 
read, read, read, and of course, discuss the 
impact of this period on our world today. 
We sort of immerse ourselves in the pe- 
riod. Then, we cap off each study with one 
or more ditties that will cement not only 
some relevant facts, but also some dates. 
Yes, those dreaded dates that so many of us 
struggled with in our childhoods. But with 
a ditty that is repeated each morning over 
the course of three weeks, the memoriza- 
tion is effortless. 

Take a look at one we created for the 
Irish Potato Famine: 

In Ireland, eighteen forty &five, 

They ate just potatoes; it kept them alive. 
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Then a blight came along and the crops 

failed for years. 
One million, they died. Two million came 

here. 

Not only does this affix the date firmly 
in your child's mind, but it also records the 
tremendous numbers that were involved. 
It's a great launching point for a discussion 
on immigration and its impact as well. 

Let's do another one with the Pilgrims. 
But before we do, check yourself. What 
year did they arrive? What was the name of 
their ship? Why were they coming? How 
did they first govern? What document re- 
corded their first form of government? Did 
men and women sign documents? How did 
you do? Let's take a look. 

In sixteen and twenty, the Pilgrims they 

came. 
Mayflower their ship. Faith, freedom their 

gain. 
They drew an agreement on how they 

should act. 
Signed 41 men the Mayflower Compact. 

All these facts are recited simply in po- 
em-like fashion at the start of the day. I say 
"poem-like" because a ditty is not a quality 
poem of great literary merit. It is not snip- 
pets of scholarly discourse. It is not neces- 
sarily even witty. It's second-rate rhyming 
at best. In fact, the simpler, the sillier, the 
better. The key isn't in great writing. It's in 
simplicity, repeated over and over again. 

Who Can Use Ditties? 

The power of the ditty as a tool works 
nicely for those using the classical method, 
especially during the grammar phase (ap- 
proximately K-6) when kids are like spong- 
es, taking in the names of all the things in 
the world around them. A set of vocabulary 
words accompanies every academic sub- 
ject. At this stage, kids are hardwired to ab- 
sorb things by memory. That's why in the 
past, historical or character lessons were 
often taught via regularly repeated nursery 
rhymes. And that is also why the classical 
method uses this time period to expose a 
child to a wide variety of information. It's 
as though kids are building scaffolding onto 
which they can later arrange, build, and ma- 
nipulate more complex thoughts. 

The use of ditties also fits nicely in 
schooling a special needs child. For a va- 



riety of reasons, a child may struggle with 
remembering things that are needed in or- 
der to function, both academically and in 
life skills. A ditty is a way to make needed 
information stick so that it can be retrieved 
and used when needed. For some special 
needs kids, you might want to create dit- 
ties for the steps involved in making a bed, 
setting the table, or cleaning their rooms. 
For other kids with processing problems, 
it may be an issue of retention. No matter 
how many times they've seen a multiplica- 
tion flashcard, they never ever seem to put 
it to memory. This child may benefit from 
some simple skip-counting ditties. 

Even higher-level academics can be more 
easily retained with ditties. Every time my 
oldest daughter needed to memorize a 
mathematical rule or chemical formula, we 
put it into some sort of silly rhythm. Even 
years later, she can recall the facts that 
were memorized through rhyme. 

If you see your child struggling with 
something, ask yourself if a simple lit- 
tle ditty might not alleviate some of his 
frustration. Grab a pencil. Write down 
the main items you'd like him to retain. 
Then begin a simple rhyming scheme. 
One of my favorite online tools for find- 
ing unique words that rhyme can be found 
at www.rhymezone.com . It's a great re- 
source. It will put an end to the creation 
of boring and typical rhymes. So instead 
of always choosing fool or spool to rhyme 
with school, you'll have some fresh op- 
tions, such as gruel, milking stool, garden 
tool, swimming pool, and majority rule. 
Oh, yeah. And ditties are cool. ii« 

Carol Barnier, author o/The Big WHAT 
NOW Book of Learning Styles, is a popu- 
lar conference speaker whose business 
card reads: Delightful Speaker, Entertain- 
ing Author, Adequate Wife, Pitiful House- 
keeper. Her books and talks give useful 
tips and common experiences coupled 
with much laughter. learn more about her 
books and when she might be speaking in 
your area at www, carolbarnier. com . 



Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

Make keeping track of all that your 
children learn during your memoriza- 
tion work easy with this Memory Work 




taNOH,. 







WfltfS I - '-W-i MWJ..V. !■- 



The Big WHAT NOW 
Book of Learning Styles 

b /Carol Barn let 
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Teaching the Three Rs 




"Avery important 
thing to remem- 
ber when choosing 
resources to teach 
your child is that 
these are not life or 
death decisions/' 




2> 





One of the more common fears 
among those considering home- 
schooling their children is the 
fear of doing something "wrong." What 
if I can't teach my child to read? What if 
I choose the wrong curriculum? How do 
I know where to start? 

For the elementary grades, a good place 
to start is with the basics. A good foun- 
dation in reading, writing, and mathemat- 
ics will allow the student to build on the 
foundation as he grows. It is worth the 
extra effort early to make sure that your 
child understands the basics. In addition 
to the basics, be sure to read to your child 
about a variety of topics of interest to him. 
Not only does being read to help a child in 
his language development, but it is a fun 
way to spend time together. 

How to Teach Reading 

Teaching reading is a hot topic among 
educators. Many public schools use the 
whole language method of reading in- 
struction that was first popularized around 
the turn of the 20 th century. The theory 
behind this method is that students can 
learn to read by being read to, and that 
the student will learn to read the whole 
word instead of laboriously sounding out 
words. The process of decoding is said to 
be detrimental to comprehension. 1 

While many public schools still em- 
ploy the whole language method, many 
have moved back to the phonics method 
of reading instruction. Phonics involves 
breaking down the word into its indi- 
vidual letter sounds, allowing the reader 
to decode the word. 2 The vast majority 
of reading programs marketed to home- 
schoolers are phonics-based. However, 
not all phonics programs are the same. 

Some phonics methods teach reading 
using word families. For example: 

• at 

• bat 

• cat 

• hat 

• fat 

Vww.halcyon.org 
2 www. scholastic .com 
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The student learns that a-t says at. 
Then different beginning letters can 
be added to make different words: like 
b-at is bat or c-at is cat. A simple pro- 
gram that uses this approach is Alpha 
Phonics by Samuel L. Blumenfeld (The 
Paradigm Company, 1999). 

Other resources use a method of 
starting with the beginning syllables of 
a word. For example: 

• ba 

• be 

• bi 

• bo 

• bu 

Letters are added to the end of the 
syllables to make words. Ba-t is bat. 
Be-t is bet. Bi-t is bit. A phonics pro- 
gram that uses this method is Pho- 
nics Pathways by Dolores G. Hiskes 
(Jossey-Bass, 2005). 

Another phonics-based reading in- 
struction approach is the Orton-Gilling- 
ham method. This method focuses on 
teaching individual sound-symbol rela- 
tionships but is also multi-sensory. This 
method is often especially helpful when 
teaching students who are dyslexic to 
read. All About Spelling by Marie Rip- 
pel (Takeaway Press, 2006) uses the 
Orton-Gillingham approach and is de- 
signed with homeschoolers in mind. 3 

So, how is a person to choose from 
these methods and the myriad of cur- 
ricula that utilize them? 

The first thing to keep in mind is that 
many phonics curricula tout themselves 
as the best, the simplest, the most com- 
plete, or the most fun phonics program 
on the market, making it difficult to 
decide between them. My advice is to 
look first at simple and inexpensive 
programs. Pick one that makes sense 
to you as a teacher, and try it out with 
your child. Keep in mind that there are 
some things in reading that just have to 
"click" for your child, and sometimes 
he just isn't developmentally ready to 
read. So be patient and don't be dis- 
couraged if you don't have immediate 

3 www.all-about-spelling.com 
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success. If after a while, the child still 
doesn't seem to be making any prog- 
ress, then you can consider looking at 
different reading programs. Determine 
what it is about your current program 
that doesn't seem to be working and 
see if you can find a program that is 
stronger in those weak areas. Also re- 
member that children who learn to read 
later usually catch up to their peers 
quickly after learning to read, so it is 
not necessarily a problem if your child 
struggles with reading at the start. 4 

Teaching Handwriting 

Even with today's technology, it is 
still important for everyone to learn 
how to write. Just how much emphasis 
should be given to handwriting is some- 
what a matter of opinion. Some parents 
want their children to have beautiful 
handwriting, while others are satisfied 
with simply legible writing. 

Many, if not most, children can be 
taught to write simply by copying let- 
ters. There are many free sources avail- 
able that can be used for handwriting 
instruction. Simple copywork can also 
be used for handwriting instruction as 
well. However, even though a hand- 
writing program is not always neces- 
sary, it may still be helpful. Purchasing 
a handwriting curriculum or copywork 
saves time for the teacher. 

While some handwriting programs 
are essentially copywork, there are 
some children that need more instruc- 
tion to help them remember how the let- 
ters are formed. Handwriting Without 
Tears ( www.hwtears.com ) is one such 
handwriting program that breaks the 
letters down into the component lines 
and curves. Peterson Directed Hand- 
writing ( www. peterson-handwri ting, 
com ) is another program that is more 
than just copying letters. It emphasizes 
the rhythm of writing as well as proper 
technique. 

In addition to different methods of 
instruction, there are also differences 
in the styles of handwriting. The styles 
include Zaner-Bloser, D'Nealian, Get- 
ty-Dubay, Palmer, and others. They 
differ in whether or not the letters are 
slanted or straight and how the letters 
are curved. They also differ in small- 
er details such as whether the capital 

4 www.homeschool.com 



J has a line across the top. The choice 
between styles is both a matter of pref- 
erence and the capability of the child. 

Teaching Math 

Math texts can be divided into two 
basic types: spiral and mastery. 

A spiral math program introduces 
new topics, provides some practice on 
the topic as well as review of previ- 
ously taught material, and moves on to 
a different topic; but revisits each topic 
later, adding depth. A mastery program 
focuses on one topic until it is covered, 
then moves on to another topic. Of 
course, there are few programs that are 
completely one approach or the other. 
Most, if not all, mastery programs do 
contain periodic review lessons, and 
spiral programs do tend to stay on re- 
lated topics for at least several days at 
a time. 

So which method is better? There are 
those who argue for both sides. If you 
think your child will need frequent re- 
view, a spiral program might be best. 
However, for a child who either takes 
longer to understand a concept or 
doesn't require frequent review (i.e. is 
frustrated by continuing to practice a 
skill already mastered), a mastery pro- 
gram might be a better choice. 

Manipulatives 

Another consideration when choosing 
an elementary math program is whether 
it uses manipulatives or not. Some pro- 
grams, such as Math U See ( www.mathu 
see.com ), require specific manipu- 
latives, while others do not include 
hands-on activities at all. All children 
need to move from concrete to abstract 
with mathematical concepts and should 
begin with adding objects, or pictures 
of objects, before performing arith- 
metic operations with numerals only. 
However, the choice to use manipula- 
tives is, once again, a subjective one. 
They may be essential for some chil- 
dren, while they may provide little to 
enhance the understanding of others. 

Color 

Also consider the appearance of the 
math text. Some texts are full-color 
with lots of illustrations while others 
are black and white or monochromatic. 
Some children work better with lots of 



color, while others may actually be dis- 
tracted. 

For more information on choosing 
a math curriculum, Homeschool Math 
( www.homeschoolmath.net ) has a very 
good summary of many of the available 
math programs. 

A very important thing to remember 
when choosing resources to teach your 
child is that these are not life or death 
decisions. Less-than-perfect curriculum 
choices can be overcome, and there is 
no perfect curriculum! Homeschooling 
is a continual learning process for both 
the student and the teacher. Providing 
a loving environment of learning to- 
gether has a greater impact than your 
choice of curriculum. ii« 

Kristen Hamilton is the mother of 
four children who have always been 
homeschooled. Inspired by The Well- 
Trained Mind early in their home- 
school journey, she and her husband 
are trying to provide their family with 
a classical education. Their home- 
schooling style is constantly evolving 
as they seek the best ways to interest 
and teach their children, but they still 
consider themselves classical educa- 
tors. Above all, her family seeks to 
bring glory and honor to Christ in not 
only their learning, but in all that they 
do. Kristen blogs at A Day in the Life 
and On the Company Porch . 



Bonus pages from the November 

2008 Amusing Mathematics 

Planner module: 

Most children love manipulative 

math tools. To aid in your everyday 

homeschool activities, we're providing 

sample pages that include tanqrams 



(P.B58) and pattern blocks (p.B60), 



a word search (p.B61), and some 



great copywork pages to help learn 
more about coins (p.B62) and 



measurements (p.B63). These are just 



a few of the great things to be found 
in the Amusing Mathematics (p.B58) 



module. We share seven pages here. 
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Pre-K to 5th Grade 



Spelling and Grammar and Latin, O My! 



by Barbara Beers, Expo Sponsor 



Probably the most frequent lament 
of homeschool parents over the last 
three decades centers on teaching 
their children to spell as well as they read. 
What begins enthusiastically in kindergar- 
ten commonly deteriorates, so that by about 
fourth grade a student reads okay, cannot 
spell well, and usually hates to write. Since 
this affects all his language arts such as 
grammar, composition, and even foreign 
language, a parent finds herself at a loss on 
how to proceed any further. Why do these 
students not have the early foundations 
when reading programs and spelling work- 
books abound in the marketplace? 

Modern education philosophies and meth- 
ods are the biggest culprits and have been 
contributing to the deterioration for the past 
fifty years or more. The systematic teaching 
of skills that build one upon another in a logi- 
cal sequence is foreign to the whole language 
approach of memorizing wholes. To modern 
educators, the parts of a word are not as im- 
portant as the whole word itself, and thus the 
emphasis is on memorizing words as fast as 
a student can memorize them, using large, 
colorful pictures, fill-in- the-blank work- 
books, and a myriad of games. The parts of 
a sentence are not as important as the whole 
sentence itself; therefore, grammar is not im- 
portant and the student is encouraged to use 
any means to express himself. These expres- 
sions are rarely considered good composi- 
tions. Add to this the ever-increasing belief 
in child-centered learning and the protection 
of self-esteem in our modern world, and true 
scholarship is lacking in teachers, parents, 
and students. 

But amid the growing progressive edu- 
cational movement in America toward the 
whole word method (also called the look- 
say or sight method), there have been those 
pioneers that have resisted and preserved for 
us the successful, classical methods of learn- 
ing in their research and writings. We can 
be grateful to Dr. Samuel Orton for his im- 
portant contributions. As a neuropathologist 
specializing in speech disorders, Orton was 
so alarmed by what he saw that he wrote an 
article entitled "The Sight Reading Method 



of Teaching Reading as a Source of Read- 
ing Disability" which was published in the 
February 1929 issue of the Journal of Educa- 
tional Psychology. This was the first article 
in which a trained neuropathologist stated 
in no uncertain terms that the sight method 
of teaching reading could cause reading dis- 
ability and be an obstacle to reading progress 
rather than a help. 

Dr. Orton followed up in 1937 with the 
publishing of his research and remedial 
methods for teaching reading entitled Read- 
ing, Writing, and Speech Problems in Chil- 
dren. In this book, he not only warned about 
the damaging effects of the look- say, whole- 
word memorization method, but developed 
methods of direct teacher instruction in col- 
laboration with other teachers, the most well- 
known being Anna Gillingham and Romalda 
Spalding. The Orton-Gillingham and Sling- 
erland remedial methods came from his early 
research with organically brain-damaged 
children and adults. Before his death in 1948, 
he challenged Mrs. Spalding to apply his 
method for all normal primary school chil- 
dren. Mrs. Spalding went on to publish The 
Writing Road to Reading in 1957, training 
classroom teachers in Dr. Orton' s method. 

Although many reading programs today 
claim to be based on this time-tested method, 
most have eliminated the foundation of this 
method of teaching the process of building 
words from their smallest components to 
the whole and learning why they are built 
this way. Instead they have adopted look- 
say techniques such as reorganizing lists of 
words in order to make memorization sim- 
pler, or printing books with more pictures 
than words, thus causing children to often 
read pictures and guess at words. In the well- 
meaning effort to combat the failures of the 
public schools, many have just reorganized 
and repackaged the same old public school 
methods. 

In The PHONICS Road to Spelling and 
Reading, I further build upon the Orton meth- 
od for homeschool parents to provide their 
students of all ages with the tools of learning 
how English is built and why it is built the 
way it is. This does not teach a kind of inci- 



dental phonics so prevalent in today's read- 
ing programs. There are no workbooks, no 
picture-driven basal readers with controlled 
sight vocabularies, no burdensome prepara- 
tion by the parent/teacher. The PHONICS 
Road to Spelling and Reading offers the 
parent comprehensive, DVD teacher train- 
ing with an emphasis on intensive phonics, 
spelling, writing, and reading, upon which 
we build grammar from the simple parts of 
speech to complex sentence structures, com- 
position through high-quality children's lit- 
erature, and an introduction to Latin. 

We begin with focus and practice of the 
basic components of English — individual 
letters and letter teams with their corre- 
sponding forms and sounds. From there we 
build words, focusing and practicing our 
writing and spelling skills as we learn the 
whys behind English spelling. From these 
skills, the child begins to read and write 
original sentences. We then build through 
the grammar and composition aspects of 
English through quality children's literature 
until we are ready for the higher thinking 
skills that Latin has to offer. In this way, 
spelling, handwriting, reading, grammar, 
and composition are taught in a balanced 
setting, each one equally contributing to the 
student's ease with English. 

Add to this basic method a multi- sensory 
approach, which includes music and art to 
practice skills and maximum preparation for 
the teacher, you can be confident and enjoy 
the work. Instead of learning to spell, write, 
and read through pictures and whole words, 
we teach these skills through analyzation 
and practice of the components building to 
the whole. 

An important reason that English spell- 
ing remains a mystery to most children and 
adults alike is that no one teaches them that 
modern English incorporates two subtly dif- 
ferent styles of spelling. This results from the 
way in which modern English became a writ- 
ten language. 

We borrowed the Latin alphabet for writ- 
ing English because Latin was still an active, 
spoken language for educated Englishmen 
when people first began writing extensively 
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in English. Since all educated Englishmen 
read, wrote, and spoke Latin, many of the 
Latin words had come into active use in 
spoken English as well. We continued to 
spell most of these words according to the 
standard Latin spelling patterns. For many 
other Latin words, we used spelling patterns 
that the words had picked up as they gradu- 
ally migrated from Italy, through France, 
into England. 

Most of the borrowed Latin words were 
connected with cities, government, art, law, 
science, philosophy, business, and the mili- 
tary. But the words of home, childhood, 
farm, forest, and seas continued to be the na- 
tive English words. These had come down 
to us from Old High German, through half a 
dozen Old English dialects. For these words, 
a whole new spelling system was invented, 
with spelling patterns which differ from those 
of the Latin words. 

We thus have two different styles of spell- 
ing in modern English: the native English 
style, which applies to words of German 
origin, and the Latin style, which applies to 
words which came down to us directly from 
Latin, or by way of its daughter languages, 
Italian and French. 

The native English style of spelling affects 
all of our one-syllable words, regardless of 
origin. It also affects the vast majority of the 
two-syllable words which occur in first and 
second grade school materials. This is the 
style of spelling that we study in the first two 
levels of The PHONICS Road to Spelling and 
Reading. Beginning in level three and con- 
tinuing through level four of The PHONICS 
Road, students encounter words affected by 
the Latin style of spelling. At this point in the 
study, we begin to record in detail the exact 
differences in the two styles. The Latin style 
of spelling introduced in these levels is fully 
developed in The LATIN Road to English 
Grammar as the teacher and student study 
and translate Latin while fine tuning their ad- 
vanced English grammar skills. So you can 
see that this is the only curriculum that fully 
develops the skills of spelling, writing, read- 
ing, grammar, composition, and Latin from 
K/l through junior high school. 

So why study Latin? First and foremost, 
there is no other language in the world that 
affects English as much as Latin; our vocabu- 
lary is over 60% Latin-based, supplying us 
with clues to the meaning and spelling of our 
more sophisticated and technical words. So 
Latin makes the best choice for the founda- 



tions of a scholarly education. Also, Latin 
and English represent two different language 
structures: Latin is a highly inflected lan- 
guage, showing functions of words by add- 
ing endings to base words; English is non-in- 
flected, showing functions of words by their 
placement within the sentence. By compar- 
ing and contrasting these two languages for 
three years through translating between Latin 
and English, a student understands the basics 
of how most languages of the world work. 
This is why Latin students have the ability to 
pick up other languages so quickly. 

And it makes the best first foreign lan- 
guage to learn and teach. The fact that no one 
speaks Latin today is the reason some people 
consider it dead. And yet I consider that fact 
the biggest plus for teaching it. With Latin 
I did not have to be burdened with teach- 
ing conversation and could spend my time 
teaching the structure and vocabulary of the 
language. And Latin gives you a good work- 
ing introduction to our most common spoken 
foreign languages: Spanish and French, as 
well as Italian, Romanian, and Portuguese. 

The PHONICS Road to Spelling and 
Reading and The LATIN Road to English 
Grammar provide the best in language arts 
skills for both students and their parents and 
teachers, iiti 

A veteran horn eschooler for over 26 years, 
Barbara Beers has not only taught her 
own children, other students, parents, and 
school teachers, but has organized her 
studies and written the popular series, 
The PHONICS Road to Spelling and 
Reading and The LATIN Road to English 
Grammar, used in schools and homes 
around the world. In the long-term effort 
of building strong Christian families, 
she teaches and encourages Christian 
homes chool moms and dads in the areas 
of classical education, spelling, writ- 
ing, reading, grammar, composition, and 
Latin, as well as giving them the tools to 
master these subjects in a thorough and 
enjoyable way. 



Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

So many of the pages in our planner 

are useful as resource material. Here 

we've included the Common Latin 
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PHONfi 
Road to 

Spelling 

and 

Remit} 



%> Complete K-4 curriculum: 
spelling, writing, reading, 
grammar, composition, 
and intra to Latin 

V Complete DVD presentation 
from start to finish 

t> All taught in a dear 
multi -sensory approach 

^ Email! write, or call for a 
sample DVD 
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The 
LJTTN 

Road to 
English 
Grammar 



% A complete Latin language 
and English grammar study 
in one curriculum! 




* 



V 2 years of high school Lai 
in 3 Volumes; begin as early 
as the 5 ,K grade 

V Learn and teach Latin at 
the same time! 

ieadier -training DVDs* 
audio CDs, tests, and mor 






.theladnroad.i 

la Publicat 

1698 Market St. #162 

Redding, CA 96001 
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Writing Across the Curriculum 



by Kim Kautzer, Expo Speaker 



// 



"To prepare for the 
assignment, they 
must do a bit of 
reading or research. 
As they take in the 
information, brain- 
storm, and write, 
they gain greater 
understanding of 
the topic/' 



W: 



^nting across the curricu- 
lum" is a phrase home- 
schoolers hear more and 
more. With many students struggling un- 
der the weight of their various courses and 
moms juggling lesson plans and school- 
work for their large families, your response 
may well be, "That's nice. But can it sim- 
plify my life?" 

Two Birds With One Stone 

Unfamiliar with the expression "writ- 
ing across the curriculum"? Simply put, it 
means using writing assignments as a vehi- 
cle to help kids explore other areas of study. 
Those who use a writing program "as is" 
tend to teach writing as a separate subject, 
and there's certainly nothing wrong with 
that. But if you're teaching many children 
or you want to streamline your schedule, 
writing across the curriculum may be ideal 




for you. Rather than approach writing as a 
separate discipline, students apply generic 
writing lessons to subjects like history, lit- 
erature, or science. Not only does it boost 
writing ability, it helps them better under- 
stand the content and specialized vocabu- 
lary of a particular subject. 

Writing across the curriculum increases 
knowledge of the subject matter while 
helping students develop critical thinking 
skills. To prepare for the assignment, they 
must do a bit of reading or research. As they 
take in the information, brainstorm, and 
write, they gain greater understanding of 
the topic. Second, it makes everyone's life 
simpler. Instead of a "writing" assignment 
here and a history or literature composition 
there, the two can be easily combined. The 
result? Less writing for the kids and less 
grading and lesson planning for Mom. 

Tips for Getting Started 

Descriptive writing. Students can use 
writing across the curriculum to examine 
details of food, costumes, or objects from 
a culture they're learning about. They can 
write about an oriole's nest for science, a 
carved African antelope for geography, a 
coonskin cap for literature, or a Peruvian 
flute for music. If you don't have the ob- 
ject on hand, a vivid photograph can serve 
as an acceptable substitute. Usborne and 
Eyewitness books make excellent choices 
because of their clear, intricate photos. 

Informative writing. Consider a news 
article. Students can use the five Ws (who, 
what, when, where, why) to explore an in- 
cident they're studying in another subject. 
What a great opportunity to learn more 
about a historical event, an archaeological 
find, or a scientific discovery and write an 
article about it. Other kinds of informative 
writing, such as biographies, news articles, 
or short reports, can also dovetail with cur- 
rent areas of study. That's what writing 
across the curriculum is all about! 

Narrative writing. Looking for more 
ways to write across the curriculum? Look 
no further than the personal narrative. 
Your student might choose to become Joan 
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of Arc (history), Albert Einstein (science), 
the Apostle Paul (Bible), or George Fred- 
eric Handel (music). After reading about 
an especially exciting event in her sub- 
ject's life, the student must personalize the 
information to write a brief, first-person 
narrative as if she, herself, were that indi- 
vidual. Alternatively, she can "interview" 
the famous person and write a third-person 
narrative. Writing from a different point of 
view challenges critical thinking skills. 

Essay writing. In junior high and high 
school, you can incorporate essay writing 
into just about every subject. It's important 
for your teen to articulate an argument, write 
a defendable thesis statement, and support it 
with facts, logic, and examples. Essays can 
describe, define, persuade, or discuss cause 
and effect. Students can compare and con- 
trast battles, Bible characters, or ideologies. 
They can write an expose on the Virginia 
Company and its dealings with Jamestown, 
an opinion about whether the earth is round, 
or a letter to the editor complaining about 
the conditions in London factories during 
the Industrial Revolution. 

Projects and activities. Look for proj- 
ects and activities that involve writing but 
don't necessarily result in formal composi- 
tions. Here's one idea: ditch the tradition- 
al — and boring — book report ("This book 
is about...") and ask your child to make a 
mobile by cutting shapes from sturdy paper. 
On the front, have him color pictures of sig- 
nificant characters or scenes from the book, 
and on the back, write a colorful description 
or brief character analysis. When finished, 
he can string each shape with yarn and dan- 
gle the papers from a wire hanger. Such an 
activity can be adapted to all ages. 

Your student's talents and interests can 
also play a part in creating out-of-the-ordi- 
nary projects. Instead of explaining a pro- 
cess the traditional way, one clever student 
created an unusual instruction manual for a 
literature assignment based upon Lord of the 
Rings', she explained how to make an Elven 
sword. Rather than use notebook paper or a 
computer printout, she copied her final draft 
onto parchment paper whose edges she had 
carefully burned. Then she embellished 
each page, writing runic characters with a 
calligraphy pen to create a beautiful project 
worth keeping and treasuring. 

Other Ideas 

• Draw and label a diagram for science 



to explain photosynthesis, a volcano, 
or the water cycle. Include a short 
written explanation of the process. 

• Design a brochure about a historic 
location. Include drawings and brief 
descriptions about key events, people, 
and places. 

• Make a scrapbook of a historical 
period, famous person, or country (Re- 
naissance, Vikings, Australia), or cre- 
ate one featuring art, music, or science. 
Depending on the nature of the scrap- 
book, elements could include daily life, 
journals, maps, timelines, sketches, 
flags, plant taxonomies, pressed leaves, 
photos, biographies, summaries, defini- 
tions, and news articles. 

If "writing across the curriculum" has 
thus far been a mystery to you — one of 
those terms that everyone tosses around 
about but never actually defines — I hope 
you now feel better equipped to give it a 
try with one or more of your children's 
writing lessons. Some of you may decide 
to use each and every writing lesson for the 
purpose of writing across the curriculum. 
Others will only apply a couple of assign- 
ments in this manner. Regardless, every- 
one in your family will benefit! un 

Kim Kautzer, veteran homes chooler, 
loves to help parents feel confident about 
teaching writing. She is the co-author 
o/WriteShop, one of Cathy Duffy's 100 
Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum. 
The Kautzers graduated all three of their 
children. They live in Southern California, 
enjoying their empty nest and six amazing 
grandkids. Kim blogs about writing at In 
Our Write Minds. 



Bonus pages from the 

When I Grow Up, I Want to Be... 

an Artist E-Book: 

Plenty of educational material awaits 

you in every WannaBe E-Book. To help 

you get a taste of these wonderful E- 

Books available for your use, you'll find 

pages of informational text for 

science activities, a fill-in-the-story 

page, writing practice in both 
manuscript and cursive styles, and a 

games list in our bonus section, 
all from the E-Book When / Grow Up, 
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Teach Personal Finances Early; Avoid Worries Later 



by Leanoria R. Johnson, Expo Sponsor 



"We can teach 

personal finances 

early to our children 

and teens as a 
proactive measure/' 




Because of my passion to help par- 
ents and educators teach personal 
finances early to children and 
teens, I have some ideas about why we 
should to teach personal finances in an 
impactful way. The target areas that are 
briefly discussed in this article are as fol- 
lows: understanding credit scores, build- 
ing trust, establishing excellent credit, and 
writing goals that combine passion with 
careers. Other topics that are discussed 
are connecting dreams to budgets, sav- 
ings and investing for beginners, buying 
insurance protection, paying taxes, and 
providing solutions and resources to pre- 
vent worries. 

As I write this article, Americans are 
experiencing an all-time record high of 
overwhelming debt and foreclosures. The 
citizens of America are wondering how 
America's debt will be repaid. Parents 
are worried about America's debt 
load falling on the shoulders of their 
children. Parents are asking, "How 
can we protect our children?" and 
"Do we really want our children to 
have the same experiences we have 
had?" Selah. 

We can teach personal finances 
early to our children and teens as a 
proactive measure. It is one way of 
saving us all future embarrassment. 
I mean being embarrassed when at- 
tempting to rent a car and finding 
out with the push of a button 
that they have been declined 
because of bad credit. 
Inform them early that 
"credit" and "good credit 
scores" can be major 
determinants 
of what they 
will or will 
not get in 
life. FICO 
scores are 
foreign to 
most chil- 
dren and 
teenag- 



ers. The term derives from Fair Isaac Com- 
pany. Learn more about FICO Scores and 
Credit Reports on www.MyFico.com and 
www.FairIsaac.com . 

We must inform our children and teens 
that just as fast as they increase or grow 
their money, they must protect it or shelter 
it or lose it. Local credit unions and banks 
provide free financial advisors to educate 
customers about Roth IRAs and tax- shel- 
tered investments. 

Our current economic status is our cue 
that we must teach a solid foundation for 
principles of financial literacy daily or at 
the least regularly integrated with other 
subject matter. Why not start at home? 

What Can We Do at Home to Help 
Build Trust? 

If you are not sure about how to build 
trust, start with holding children and teens 
accountable for completing chores when 
they promised to finish. Hold them account- 
able for getting up on time and arriving to 
destinations on time. Hold them account- 
able for completing homework according 
to a set schedule. The idea is that "account- 
ability" will transfer to developing disci- 
pline and saving money for long periods of 
time when they are young adults. Adver- 
tisements in the media make it difficult to 
save for short-term goals as well as invest 
long term, 20 years or longer. We must be 
intentional in modeling for children and 
teens, paying creditors on time. 

What's Credit Got to Do With 
Personal Finances? 

Most children and teens have passion 
and talent that could possibly increase their 
personal finances and status. Most children 
and teens don't know that they may need a 
loan to make a dream business out of their 
passion and talent. Most children and teens 
definitely don't know that their excellent 
character influences their excellent credit 
history and vice versa. We'll provide a 
definition for credit from www.merriam- 
webster.com . Credit is the provision of 
money, goods, or services with the expec- 
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tation of future payment. Credit is not of- 
fered as quickly as it was in the past. People 
have not been able to afford repayments of 
large credit debts. Children and teens should 
be taught to own one credit card for emer- 
gency. Most preferable is the use of a debit 
card, because money is available in a check- 
ing account. Credit cards are a type of loan. 
Credit-worthy applicants can be trusted to 
repay a loan. Wasteful, impulsive spend- 
ers will be regretful when they are not able 
to borrow "capital" at a time when it really 
counts. Educating children and teens early 
about credit is fundamental. 

How Can a Passion-Career Combi- 
nation Benefit Personal Finances? 

It is important to allow children and teens 
to live out their dreams rather than live out 
the dreams of their parents. Success is chil- 
dren and teens passionately engaging in 
their work or entrepreneur ship. Parents can 
support success by helping children and 
teens make projections and write goals to 
make their dream work or business come 
true. The goals must be written, achiev- 
able, measurable, and posted so that they 
are visible daily. It is very fortunate when 
personal finances increase while enjoying 
working and being an entrepreneur. Imag- 
ine your children and teens going to work 
and feeling like it is play because of an ex- 
travagant passion for working. 

Can Children's and Teens' 
"Dreams" Be Tied Into Their 
Budgets? 

With a bit of deep thought and strate- 
gic planning, dreams can be placed in the 
budget. Budgets can be perceived as com- 
passes if they contain what matters most. 
While adults may see a budget as tedious, 
children and teens can tie in savings and 
investments to finance their dream busi- 
nesses. Another reason for budgeting is to 
manage money, purchase good debt, estab- 
lish excellent credit, and pay taxes. Let's 
make sure they avoid bad debt and bills. 

Let's expect our children and teens to 
dream big. It is possible for our children 
and teens to own 40 acres. Their mortgage 
would be paid out of their budget as an 
expense. When this dream comes true, it 
will harness great profits. Great profits de- 
fine a budget called Positive Abundance. A 
Positive Abundance budget has income far 
above expenses — surplus. This would be 
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a magnificent manifestation of ownership. 
To own 40 acres of land and lease out acres 
of land would be a dream come true. 

A monthly inheritance from a great- 
grandfather could be an addition to the land 
surplus. Of course, when our children's 
and teens' work is their passion, they will 
earn a salary for their creativity. Earning a 
salary year after year builds wealth consis- 
tently. Can you see why we must help them 
dream big? We gain fulfillment as well. 

Is It Important to Include "Saving 
for Emergency" in Children's and 
Teens' Budgets? 

Most certainly, it is important to include 
"saving for emergency" in the budgets of 
children and teens. It may be somewhat 
difficult to convince them that they need a 
budget while they have no job. Allowanc- 
es are a great vehicle to support budgeting 
and saving. At an early age, saving one 
nickel out of a quarter demonstrates the 
application of the principle of saving. It 
is hoped that beginning to save this small 
amount will convert to saving greater 
amounts of money in the future. We want 
to create early an awareness of the power 
of time and compound interest. Half of the 
battle is getting children and teens to be- 
lieve that they need to save or may have 
an emergency in the future. Meet with a 
free financial advisor. Discuss real-life 
emergency situations. Discuss the rule of 
72 and compound interest. These financial 
concepts will be more appealing than an 
emergency. 

Should We Educate Children and 
Teens About Insurance and Taxes? 

Yes, we should. I have heard of instanc- 
es where youth did not know whether to 
choose dental insurance or not. Dental 
insurance is absolutely necessary. Life in- 
surance is often a part of a benefit package 
from an employer. Educate children about 
all types of insurances or invite an expert 
insurance agent to speak about types of in- 
surance. Parents can speak generally about 
home insurance, car insurance, life insur- 
ance, dental insurance, medical insurance, 
and disability insurance. This is not a dis- 
cussion that we are excited to hear. How- 
ever, it is valuable. Paying taxes is another 
unpopular subject. Awareness of Uncle 
Sam and our contribution to our govern- 

Continued » 
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Teaching Personal Finances Early; 
Avoid Worries Later (continued) 

ment is information that children and teens 
need to be made aware of. 

What's Our Solution to Avoid 
Future Worries? 

We can plan strategically with our chil- 
dren and teens. We know what does work 
and what doesn't work. We've "been there, 
done that." 

Let's guide them through a dynamic per- 
sonal finances oasis. We'll facilitate oppor- 
tunities for them to: 

• Develop excellent work ethics. 

• Structure regulated money-manage- 
ment systems. 

• Write attainable goals. 

• Watch DVDs related to personal 
finances and discuss key points. 

• Engage in financial literacy camps 
and clinics. 

• Create events that teach personal 
finances. 

We have the love and the inspiration to 
raise their bar of economic performance as 
we groom them to be wealthy. Why worry 
when we have time to groom them to be 
wealthy? 

Because we will train them early to be 
excellent money managers, and because we 
will show them how to make their money 
work for them, they will experience more 
peace and prosperity than worry. 

What Are Some Helpful Resources? 

We highly recommend Multiplication 
Shake.com . This website has free daily 
tracking practice (DTP). Children and 
teens can practice typing in checking 
transactions. Click on the budget tab and 
use the comprehensive budget to discuss 
laws of money. Download free life skills 
lesson plan ideas by clicking the FAQ tab. 
Another excellent resource is www.Mint. 
com , which is the best free way to man- 
age your money with easy budgeting and 
tracking of finances. Find out how you can 
save a little more money and, more impor- 
tantly, what to do with money you save. 
A well-rounded resource is www.Mathls 
Fun.com . Click on Money Master (under 
Subject Index, and then Money) and play 
a fun game of giving change and counting 
change. Make math a favorite subject with 
this website, mm 
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Leanoria R. Johnson is an author, speaker, 
songwriter, and recent Top Teacher Award 
2009 recipient and is passionate about 
teaching personal finances. Johnson 
teaches elementary-aged children through 
secondary-aged young adults to be 
responsible money managers. Her adept- 
ness at creative storytelling and creative 
songwriting led to the construction of 
two websites: MultiplicationShake. com 
and GroomToBe Wealthy, com . For more 
information about her books and music 
samples, visit both websites. 

An entire line of "Groom To Be Wealthy " 
products, including books, music CDs, 
and DVDs, provides a wealth of knowl- 
edge that saves time and money. Johnson 
was the only African-American recipient 
ofKSMP (Minneapolis-St. Paul) Fox 9 
"Top Teacher Award" in 2009, in part for 
her contributions to the Positive Behav- 
ior Incentive Support team s school-wide 
program that helps students manage their 
behaviors and actualize their highest po- 
tential. Lillie Dillie Start Wealthy: Early 
Wealth Management for Kids is Johnson s 
first book. Her greatest wish is that kids 
think about saving their money to better 
their lives and to help other people. 



Bonus page from our 
Schoolhouse Planner: 

Our Budget Record Sheet (p.B20) 



will provide you with means to keep 
your budget intact. 
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Modern Giants in the Land 



by Gary Bates, Expo Speaker 



"When a Christian 

says 'I can't make a 

difference/ the 

enemy is already on 

the victory lap." 




Facing Up to the Realities of 
Contemporary Life 

The nation of Israel often had to 
overcome those who opposed them 
(their disobedience gave rise to 
much of it). Often their very survival was 
at stake as their enemies circled them. 
We may not have the same opponents as 
the Israelites, but we serve the same God 
and are called to fight the same battles 
for Him. 

A challenge for the church today is to 
wake up and actually recognize who/what 
the enemy is and how to overcome. Rec- 
ognition was fairly easy for Israel. They 
could visibly see those who wanted to de- 
stroy them. Fortunately, most of us live 
in relative security and will never have to 
face such a daunting proposition, but / do 
believe that we are facing spiritual giants 
that are undermining the church and its 
very existence. 

One of the reasons that a ministry such 
as CMI exists is that the church has failed 
to recognize one of its major philosophical 
enemies — namely the theory of evolution. 
Even most liberals in the church would 
recognize that humanism is the antithesis 
of Christianity. However, when entire 
denominations and church leaders actu- 
ally embrace evolution (everything made 
itself), they fail to recognize that evolu- 
tion is the bedrock upon which humanism 
(man deciding truth for himself) is built. 
They have, in fact, invited the enemy to 
invade the temple. 

What Are the Modern Giants to 
Overcome? 

1. Apathy. The old adage that 
creation vs. evolution is just a 
side issue fails to identify the 
enemy. "There are more important 
problems to worry about" is also 
a form of spiritual blindness. We 
have constantly shown that one of 
the reasons the church has lost its 
voice in dealing with moral and 
social issues is because of a loss 
of authority of God's Word, and 



the attack in this area is centered 
on Genesis and origins. This is a 
foundational issue. If we don't act, 
who will? 

2. Fear. Even if one recognizes the 
enemy, many are paralyzed by 
fear — there are giants in the land. 
Fear of failure and rejection can be 
very real, but we should trust God 
for the outcomes (this is faith — 
the very opposite of fear). When 

a Christian says "/ can 't make a 
difference" the enemy is already 
on the victory lap. I've often seen 
frustrated pastors trying to moti- 
vate their congregation to engage 
others but sometimes actually 
ending up "guilting" many of their 
flock. Humans often don't respond 
well when someone tells us what 
to do (pride). 

3. Motivation. Points 1 and 2 are 
highly demotivating factors. Re- 
sponding in gratefulness to Jesus 
(because He first loved us) for 
the free gift of salvation should 
be enough to get most going. But 
if we could somehow believe in 
the first place that our efforts will 
make a difference, then we are 
more likely to be involved. Every 
time Israel obediently responded 
to God's call to battle (sometimes 
in very curious ways) they were 
successful. We just need to be 
faithful to God and His Word 
(most Bible-believing creationists 
are). God already knows who will 
respond to His invitation and who 
won't. 

4. Fatigue. Sure, we don't face the 
same sorts of battles as the Israel- 
ites, but they didn't have to worry 
about mortgages, school fees, ris- 
ing fuel prices, etc. In addition, we 
now have email communications 

Continued » 
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Modern Giants in the Land 
(continued) 

and mobile phones that were sup- 
posed to make things easier for us, 
but only end up making us "time 
poor." This is a really tangible 
giant as many of us feel too tired 
to spend time involved in evange- 
lism and other Christian activities. 
Let's prioritize. 

Some Sow, Some Water, Some 
Reap 

It is good to recognize these problems 
so we can deal with them. These earthly 
things are temporal, but our salvation is 
secured for eternity (please read Matthew 
6:19-20). An investment of time and ef- 
fort for the kingdom is potentially an eter- 
nal one. When we sow with the correct 
motivation, God will honor our efforts. 
In this life we might not see the fruit of 
sowing, but that's why we do it in faith. 
"And that which thou sowest, thou sowest 
not that body that shall be, but bare grain, 
it may chance of wheat, or of some other 
grain:" (1 Cor. 15:37). 

Someone to Make the Process 
Easier 

CMI is an information ministry. Cre- 
ation ministries in general are directly 
involved in slaying the aforementioned 
giants! People are educated to recog- 
nize the enemy (evolution) and given the 
tools to deal with it. This helps to over- 
come apathy and increase motivation. 
That's why so many supporters are pas- 
sionate about creation evangelism — they 
know its effectiveness. Not everyone has 
the confidence to directly engage others 
and there is no reason to feel guilty about 
this. But fear and fatigue can be over- 
come by empowering others to do the 
job. After hearing one of our speakers, 
Chad K. wrote: 

" . . . Since then, I am on your 
website every day. I devour your 
articles and have used the informa- 
tion in discussions. I believe that 
the work you do is very important. 
I think that too many Christians 
willingly give in to the pressures 
of the scientific community and 
our culture. . . . The last company 
I worked for was small (only five 



people) and two people were raised 
as Mennonites and two were raised 
as Catholics. All four had rejected 
Christ, and one of the main issues 
was the 'scientific ' evidence against 
the Bible. As the only one who still 
believed, I had a rough go of it. 
God used this difficult time to help 
me to grow in my faith. There is no 
better incentive to study than daily 
attacks on what you believe. I pray 
that God will give you strength to 
continue his work. " 

This is how the prayers and support of 
this ministry do make a difference, They 
empower and allow us to produce and 
disseminate life-changing material into 
the community via our scientists and re- 
searchers. iiii 

Gary has been speaking on the creation/ 
evolution issue since 1990. For many 
years this was in a voluntary capacity as 
leader of the Western Australian Support 
Group of Creation Ministries Internation- 
al-Australia. With a background in man- 
agement and marketing, in 2002 he was 
invited to join the ministry full-time and 
eventually became its head of ministry. 
Much in demand for his popular lay talks 
on creation, in 2009 Gary and his family 
relocated to America to serve as CEO of 
CM1-US. He was also elected to the posi- 
tion of CEO ofCMI-Worldwide, CMI's 
international federation of ministries. 
Gary Bates is CEO of Creation Ministries 
International (U.S.) . 



Bonus pages from the October 

2008 God's World of Extremes 

Planner module: 

Informative text, a vocabulary match- 
up activity, and great copywork with 
space for students to record facts 
about continents, as well as a very 
handy Continental Fast Facts chart are 
all included in this excerpt from God's 
World of Extremes (p.B74). 
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The Benefits of Multi-Sensory Spelling Instruction 




"You can be sure the 

conversation between 

two home educators 

will eventually include 

the topics of learning 

styles, multi-sensory 

teaching, and hands-on 

activities/ 7 







One of the most common buzz words 
you hear wherever homes chool moms 
gather is "multi-sensory instruction. " 
This article clearly explains what multi- 
sensory instruction is and, just as impor- 
tantly, what it is not. You '11 learn why the 
language arts, and spelling in particular, 
require a multi-sensory approach. Finally, 
author Beverly L. Adams-Gordon will 
give you some important guidelines for 
evaluating whether a program truly uses a 
multi-sensory approach. 

As home educators, we spend a great 
deal of our time thinking, talking, 
and learning about how to best 
teach our children essential spelling skills. 
You can be sure the conversation between 
two home educators will eventually include 
the topics of learning styles, multi- sensory 
teaching, and hands-on activities. Unfortu- 
nately, confusion (and sometimes conflict) 
can occur when these terms are used be- 
cause they have multiple and overlapping 
definitions. 

The main problem you may encounter 
is that there are two meanings in com- 
mon use for the term "learning style." The 
original use of this term refers to the sen- 
sory pathway or modality through which 
your student finds it easiest to learn. There 
are four generally recognized sensory mo- 
dalities: visual (sight); auditory (hearing); 
tactile (touch); and kinesthetic (move- 
ment). The modern definition of "learning 
style" encompasses a much broader look 
at how your student approaches learning 
situations and tasks. It often includes a 
complete profile of how a student func- 
tions as a learner. In addition to preferred 
modality, some of the areas profiled are 
optimal learning environment (such as 
best time of day, lighting, temperature, 
and noise level), how his personality ef- 
fects his motivation (such as the need for 
or avoidance of competition), his natural 
areas of competencies or intelligence, and 
so on. 

Research conducted by Gertrude Hil- 
dreth in the first half of the twentieth cen- 



tury found a direct correlation between a 
student's favored learning modality and 
his spelling ability. Students whose fa- 
vored modality is primarily visual find 
learning to spell almost effortless and 
are often referred to as "natural spellers." 
They can tell whether a word "looks" 
right or wrong at a glance and often excel 
at spelling even when not taught spelling 
as a separate, formal subject. These are 
the lucky learners for whom the advice 
"teach them phonics and give them lots of 
good reading materials and they'll learn 
to spell" actually works. 

Unfortunately, not all learners are vi- 
sual learners. Poor spellers, more often 
than not, learn best through a modality 
other than visual recall. Kinesthetic learn- 
ers need movement that involves the large 
body muscles to learn efficiently. They find 
writing a word several times using whole 
arm movements to be the most helpful way 
to master spelling words. When asked how 
to spell a word, it is not uncommon to hear 
the kinesthetic learner say, "just a second, 
let me write it down." Their dependence on 
their motor-memory of a word's spelling 
requires them to "feel" whether a word is 
correctly spelled. 

Quick, expeditious spelling sessions are 
most effective for kinesthetic learners be- 
cause they tend to find it hard to sit still and 
focus for long periods. Because of the focus 
on movement and exploration of concepts, 
kinesthetic learners often benefit from 
"hands-on" curriculum approaches when 
learning spelling skills and rules. While 
hands-on learning includes kinesthetic ele- 
ments, they are not the same approach. The 
concept of a hands-on curriculum goes be- 
yond mere use of movement in learning. 
In addition to physical activity, hands-on 
learning also involves completing projects, 
researching information, investigating con- 
cepts, and experiencing phenomena. Good, 
hands-on learning is not accidental; it is the 
result of careful planning by the teacher (or 
program planner) so that the student "dis- 
covers" concepts. 

Continued » 
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The Benefits of Multi-Sensory 
Spelling Instruction 
(continued) 

To learn the spelling of words, an auditory 
learner depends on remembering the sounds 
of the letters being recited in order. For the 
auditory learner, it doesn't matter who is 
doing the reciting, it could be a recording, 
his teacher, or even himself. Chanting the 
spelling of a word in a rhythmic or singsong 
way is even more likely to help the auditory 
student recall the correct spelling of a word 
and motivate him to complete the necessary 
repetition required to learn the material. 
Spelling riddles, silly songs about the spell- 
ing rules and exceptions, and other activi- 
ties that "play with sound" greatly appeal 
to and aid recall for these students. Because 
auditory learners naturally focus on sound 
patterns, they benefit more when spelling 
words are grouped by sound patterns rather 
than the grapheme (written) patterns that are 
typically used in "phonics for reading" pro- 
grams. Because they depend so heavily on 
their auditory memory and the related pho- 
netic cues, it is crucial that the teacher make 



sure the student can properly pronounce his 
spelling words. 

The tactile learner absorbs information 
best through the act of physically touch- 
ing that requires small motor movements 
and activities that emphasize "feeling" an 
item with the tips of his fingers. He may 
initially appear to be an auditory or kin- 
esthetic learner, but he is actually learn- 
ing through the tactile impressions made 
as he writes or recites the spelling of a 
word. Individuals in this last group recall 
the spelling in terms of the lip and throat 
movements made when spelling the word 
aloud for themselves. Tracing the word 
with the tips of his fingers or feeling the 
shape of the word also helps the tactile 
learner master his spelling words. In this 
regard, adding pleasant textures or sensa- 
tions creates a stronger neural impression 
of the words. In the past, tactile and kines- 
thetic learners were often lumped togeth- 
er. However, some of the most current re- 
search on how the brain functions shows 
that two distinct and separate areas of the 
brain are responsible for storing these two 
types of sensory input. 
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Armed with the information above, it 
may be tempting to assume you should de- 
termine the student's favored learning mode 
and then teach him accordingly. This would 
be a mistake. Teaching using only one 
learning modality could result in the neglect 
of important spelling skills. Proofreading is 
an example of an essential spelling and writ- 
ing skill that is primarily visual. It is a skill 
that does not come naturally to a non- visual 
learner. To become a competent proofread- 
er, your student must be helped to develop 
visual discrimination skills. He should be 
taught to look at the whole word in isola- 
tion, with special attention to the shape or 
outline of the word. He should also look 
carefully at the word syllable by syllable to 
see if there are any peculiar combinations 
of letters, unexpected spellings, or any "si- 
lent" letters used to spell the word. Finally, 
He must be given a systematic approach to 
proofreading his own and others' writing. 

Your student's dominant learning mo- 
dality may also have developmental impli- 
cations. For example, very young children 
are known to learn mainly through audi- 
tory modalities; early school-aged students 
tend to use more kinesthetic and concrete 
avenues; and as a student nears adoles- 
cence, he tends to rely more and more on 
his abstract and analytical reasoning along 
with his visual recall. Skills taught using 
only one learning modality may need to 
be retaught using another modality as he 
enters each new developmental level and 
begins to depend more on another learning 
modality to store and retrieve information. 
Teaching using multiple learning modali- 
ties eliminates this inefficiency. 

Research has consistently shown that use 
of multi- sensory teaching and learning ap- 
proaches is critical for students who have 
moderate to severe learning disabilities. In 
the mid- 1920s, Dr. Samuel T. Orton and 
his colleagues Anna Gillingham and Bes- 
sie Stillman first began using multi-sensory 
techniques with his dyslexic students. Or- 
ton was influenced by Grace Fernald and 
Helen Keller's descriptions of the kines- 
thetic methods used by Dr. Maria Montes- 
sori at the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition 
at San Francisco. Orton correctly theorized 
that Montessori's use of kinesthetic rein- 
forcement of visual and auditory associa- 
tions would correct the tendency to reverse 
letters and transpose the sequence of letters 
his dyslexic students had while reading and 
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writing. Their program, which includes 
multi-sensory learning as well as other im- 
portant concepts, is commonly called the 
Orton-Gillingham approach. 

More recent research shows that the 
more senses we incorporate into the learn- 
ing process, the more efficient learning 
becomes for all types of learners. Rhonda 
Farkus (2003, The Journal of Educational 
Research, Vol 97, No. 1) states, "The pow- 
er of evidence supporting the benefits of 
learning- style methodology is compelling. 
Achievement test scores of students taught 
using their preferred modalities were statis- 
tically higher than of students who were not 
taught using their favored learning modali- 
ties. Moreover, when students were taught 
with multi-sensory instructional resources, 
(although initially through their most pre- 
ferred modality), scores further increased." 

Multi- sensory instruction is a powerful 
tool for reinforcing our language teaching 
in three important ways. First, it helps get 
the information across. Second, it helps 
the students process the information. And 
third, it helps students more easily retrieve 
information already learned. Using a vari- 
ety of senses simply opens up more door- 
ways into the brain, iiii 

Beverly L. Adams-Gordon is an interna- 
tionally known speaker, author, language 
arts instruction expert, and veteran home 
educator Beverly s background in engi- 
neering, journalism, primary and elemen- 
tary level Montessori classroom teaching, 
and over 22 years home educating her 
own children make her a uniquely quali- 
fied educational writer and speaker She is 
a popular speaker at home education con- 
ferences throughout the United States and 
Canada. She is an active member of the 
International Dyslexia Association and 
a founding board member of the Eastern 
Washington Home Education Association. 
She and her husband John, owners of 
Castlemoyle Books (www, castlemoyle. 
com) , began their homes chool adventure 
in 1987-88. After being home educated 
through junior and senior high school, her 
older children went on to higher educa- 
tion and vocations. The Gordons are still 
actively home educating their youngest 
child, who, despite having severe dyslexia 
and ADHD, is now a gifted musician and 
artist, excelling in an academically chal- 
lenging, college-preparatory curriculum. 



What Is the Orton-Gillingham Approach? 

Many programs today claim to be based on the "Orton-Gillingham approach." Some 
do incorporate methods and principles first described in this foundational work, as 
well as other practices supported by more recent research. Others' only connec- 
tion to the Orton-Gillingham approach is their claim to be based on it used in their 
advertising. Unfortunately, because the name "Orton-Gillingham Approach" was not 
specifically trademarked, anyone can use it without violating the law. So what should 
a parent look for when selecting language arts approaches according to this method? 
Below you will find some of the key principles that should be included in an effec- 
tive language arts program claiming to be an Orton-Gillingham approach. 

Key principles of multi- sensory language approaches include: 

• Simultaneous, multi-sensory (VAKT): Teaching using all learning pathways 
(i.e., visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile) simultaneously and sequen- 
tially to enhance learning and memory is essential to the multi-sensory 
approach. 

• Systematic and cumulative approach: Multi-sensory language instruction re- 
quires that the organization of material follow a logical order. The sequence 
must begin with the easiest and most basic concepts and progress methodi- 
cally to more difficult material (i.e. in the case of spelling words from the 
easiest, most-frequently-used words to the harder, less-frequently-used 
words.) Each concept must also be based on those already learned. Concepts 
taught must be systematically reviewed to strengthen memory. 

• Direct instruction: The inferential learning of any concept cannot be taken 
for granted. Multi-sensory language instruction requires direct teaching of 
all concepts through direct and continuous student-teacher interaction and 
observation. 

• Diagnostic teaching: The teaching plan is based on careful and continuous 
assessment of the individual student's needs. The content presented must be 
mastered step by step for the student to progress to the next skill, group of 
words, or level. 

• Synthetic and analytic instruction: Multi-sensory, structured language pro- 
grams include both synthetic and analytic instruction. Synthetic instruction 
presents the parts of the language and then teaches how the parts work to- 
gether to form a whole. Analytic instruction presents the whole and teaches 
how this can be broken down into its component parts. 

• Comprehensive and inclusive: All aspects of the language skill or skill subset 
are addressed, often in parallel, including sounds (phonemes), symbols 
(graphemes), meaningful word parts (morphemes), word and phrase mean- 
ings (semantics), sentences (syntax), longer passages (discourse), and the 
social uses of language (pragmatics). 



Bonus pages from the September 2008 Music Mania Planner module: 

Add a little music to your day with some reading on famous composers (p.B81), 



an instrument activity (p.B83) page, and copywork with fast facts on Igor 



Stravinsky (p.B84). Four pages of Music Mania for your use! 
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Pre-K to 5th Grade 



Go Phonics: Harmony in Learning 



by Go Phonics, Expo Sponsor 



"Using a simultaneous, 

multisensory approach 

helps all learning 

styles/' 



Systematic, multisensory, phonics- 
based, beginning reading that ties 
all the literacy skills together! 
It's a magical moment when you see 
the light bulb go on as a child catches on 
to reading. Children learn the best when 
they're taught systematically, one skill 
at a time, with daily preparation and fun 
practice. Their confidence soars when it 
all comes together in a successful read- 
ing experience. That's how Go Phonics 
approaches reading. That's harmony in 
learning. 

Phonics: Essential in Literacy 
Instruction 

Phonics helps all students to decode 
(read) and encode (spell) new words on 
their own — required for independent 
learning from third grade on. Most chil- 
dren who are poor readers or spellers in 
fourth grade didn't learn the critical pho- 
nological skills in kindergarten and first. 
This produces many errors, making it dif- 
ficult to read and spell unknown words, or 
know how they can be pronounced. 

A 4 th grader asked his teacher how 
to spell "weigh. " She told him to go 
look it up. "I had no idea what to 
look up, " he exclaimed. 

Multisensory: Wires the 
Brain's Learning 

Children learn to piece life together as 
their senses, motor skills, and emotions 



take shape. Their developmental move- 
ments start wiring the brain for learning 
at its fullest potential. Then knowledge 
starts being constructed from experience. 
The brain is intimately connected to the 
entire body, with millions of nerves that 
send messages to it like a bodywide 
web. Literacy requires the use of many 
senses — auditory, visual, kinesthetic/tac- 
tile for listening, speaking, reading, and 
handwriting. Communication (vocabu- 
lary and comprehension) requires com- 
plex levels of organization (good, logical 
thinking skills). 

Children Have Different 
Learning Styles 

A child may rely more heavily on the 
auditory, visual, or kinesthetic/tactile 
functions to process information. Chil- 
dren who have dyslexia/LLD (language 
learning difficulties) are often very weak 
in auditory and/or visual processing in 
the language skills. Many can't memo- 
rize lots of words. They have to be taught 
the skills for decoding and encoding the 
language to read and spell one step at a 
time. They need to learn it systematically 
and use all their senses in a logical order 
that shows them the patterns. They need 
to practice putting the codes together and 
taking them apart. They have to exercise 
hands, eyes, ears, and voices simulta- 
neously (simultaneous multisensory) 
to consciously organize and retain the 
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Go Phonics® Reading Program 

with K-2 language Arts, ties all the skills together! 

Go Phonics minimizes confusion/avoids gaps for ALL beginning readers, with 
Orton-Gillingham based phonics sequencing/strategies (effective for dyslexia). 
Systematic, multisensory phonics lessons steer the course, weaving in the 
K-2 skills: alphabet (name, proper formation, sound), reading, handwriting, spelling, 
comprehension, fluency, language arts... tying the skills together in decodable 
stories students can really read, that build on skills. K-2 and remedial K-4+ 

Integrated tools to turn students on! 
♦ 5 Workbooks: phonics/language arts 



♦ 50 Phonics Games: 

♦ 6 Phonics Readers: 

(93% decodable) 



decoding fluency 
80+ stories 




Go Phonics Overview 

& sample lessons, download: 
www.gophonics.com 
800-553-5950 pt 



learning. An Orton-Gillingham approach 
can be vital to their success. 

Quite often, students aren't taught pho- 
nics at all or are confused by a poorly pre- 
sented sequence. Or instruction teaches 
too many skills at once. Most language 
arts programs with phonics don't have a 
well-strategized sequence for good, de- 
codable stories. It results in readers that 
require too much word memorization. 

Why Go Phonics Was Developed 

Go Phonics author, Sylvia S. Davison, 
is a 40+ year veteran teacher and has 
worked with all types of learners. She 
taught dyslexic and struggling begin- 
ning readers for over 35 years (18 years 
in the classroom) using effective instruc- 
tion based on the Orton-Gillingham ap- 
proach. Missing were decodable readers 
to support the phonics sequence. Her stu- 
dents would struggle through the read- 
ing. That's why she created Go Phonics 
with highly decodable stories that support 
the phonics sequence, strategized lesson 
plans, and fun, integrated tools for prac- 
tice. This empowers parents, teachers, and 
tutors to successfully teach all beginning 



readers, especially those who struggle or 
have dyslexia. 

The Go Phonics Reading Program 

Go Phonics is a comprehensive literacy 
curriculum for beginning readers of all 
ages and learning styles. It's based on and 
compatible with the Orton-Gillingham 
approach (explicit, systematic, sequential, 
simultaneous multisensory phonics). De- 
veloped to meet the needs of struggling/ 
dyslexic beginning readers, it provides 
all students with a strong foundation for 
reading and spelling. 

In this program, systematic, multisen- 
sory phonics lessons steer the course, 
weaving in the K-2 skills: the alphabet 
(letter name, proper formation, sound), 
reading, handwriting, spelling, compre- 
hension, fluency, language arts ... ty- 
ing them together in meaningful reading. 
This avoids gaps in the K-2 foundational 
skills needed for independent learning 
from third grade on. 

Sylvia Davison developed Go Phonics 
in a seamless flow of strategized instruc- 
tion that leads to success. First, she strat- 
egized the phonics sequence that's Orton- 



Gillingham based to minimize confusion. 
Then she wrote over 80 text-to-life stories 
(93% decodable) to support the sequential 
phonics lessons and build on the skills. 
Workbooks support the phonics and lan- 
guage arts in the stories. Then, 50 phonics 
games provide fun word decoding fluency 
practice prior to reading story text. At the 
end of each lesson, the skills are tied to- 
gether in a successful reading experience 
(plus creative writing possibilities). 

A parent remarked, "When my daughter 
reads the Go Phonics stories, she can read 
every word. When she reads out of the 
other book, she reads words incorrectly 
and guesses. " 

"This is a tremendous program. The 
lessons have been very clear. My 
daughter has really glommed-on to 
(loves) the games. What really makes 
it for us is the games. " Shirley Hein, 
home educator, Alaska 

"My oldest daughter has dyslexia, 
and I struggled through many dif- 
ferent programs. Go Phonics has 
turned her failures into triumphs. 
She s reading at grade level. Her 
confidence has soared! I'm cur- 
rently using the program to teach my 
5-year-old daughter. I would heartily 
recommend Go Phonics. The success 
it has achieved with two very different 
learning styles attests to its versatil- 
ity and effectiveness. " -Kim King, 
homes chool advisor, 15 -year home 
educator, New Jersey 

Go Phonics Home Edition Kit w/50 
Phonics Games — Fun, integrated 
tools that turn students on 

• Teacher's guide: direct instruction, 
guided lesson plans with strategies, 
the rules. 

• 4 phonics readers: 93% decodable and 
cumulative. 

• 50 phonics games: word decoding flu- 
ency as each sound is taught. 

• 5 workbooks: phonics, language arts, 
comprehension, and more. 

• Short mini stories, 3 keyword charts, 
prefix and suffix chart, letter cards. 

• Word lists book, songbook with CD, 
assessments. 

• 2 supplemental phonics readers: more 
short and long vowel stories. 

Continued » 
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Go Phonics: Harmony in Learning 
(continued) 



Go Phonics can be used as a supplement 
or curriculum (1.5 to 3 years, depending on 
age, ability, and maturity). The pace can 
range from several sessions for one les- 
son, to several lessons in a session. Session 
time is adapted to each student: 20 to 45 
minutes. Materials are also sold separately. 
K-2 and Remedial K-4 plus. 

Guided lesson plans with key strategies 
for success: 

Level 1: Alphabet connects the literacy 
skills from the start! 

Go Phonics begins with teaching each 
letter explicitly (its name, proper forma- 
tion, keyword, and sound) with lower case 
letters stressed because they dominate in 
text. Your student is reading and spelling 
early on before all the letters have been 
taught. After seven letters, students can 
read five words, then spelling and read- 
ing words begins. After the fifteenth letter, 
they begin reading short mini stories. 

• Levels 2-5 build on the phonics skills. 

Short vowels, long vowels, vowels con- 
trolled by r and 1, and more vowel pairs. 

Simultaneous multisensory 
techniques 

Using a simultaneous, multisensory ap- 
proach helps all learning styles. Example: 
The student names the letter while forming 
it on the desk or in the air. He simultane- 
ously sees it, says it, hears it, and writes it. 
This calls the different senses into action at 
the same time, activating the many path- 
ways of nerves that send messages to the 
brain, which creates a stronger message. 
The stronger sense supports his learning 
as the weaker senses are being used and 
strengthened. This helps him to think and 
act with greater awareness, which also 
benefits future learning. 

Handwriting (kinesthetic) 

Following the Go Phonics approach to 
teaching handwriting, letter flipping and 
reversing is minimized. It's manuscript, 
to relate to the type used in books. Its 
style makes for a smooth transition into 
cursive writing. 

Handwriting is used to trigger reading (vi- 
sual): A student read pant for paint. Asked 
to write ai on the table — reciting "ai, /a" /, 



paint," she instantly corrected herself. 

Handwriting is used to enhance spelling 
(auditory): Some students will forget the 
name of a letter and the sound it makes. 
When a student forgot the letter j, he was 
asked to form the letter with his fingers. This 
triggered his memory. He named the letter, 
gave the sound, and exclaimed, "When I 
wrote the letter, it came to my head!" 

The phonics sequence minimizes confu- 
sion: The short vowels are taught a, i, o, u 
and then e. Short e is taught last because 
the short a, e, and i sounds are too similar. 
The sequence also makes for highly decod- 
able text that makes sense, and many more 
words students can decode sooner. 

Integrated tools provide the 
preparation and practice. 

Five workbooks provide practice in pho- 
nics, grammar, punctuation, and language 
arts as they apply to each story: blends, 
rhyme, words with the same beginning/ 
different endings, simple sentences. There 
are exercises in compound words, contrac- 
tions, abbreviations, suffixes, crossword 
puzzles, phrases for comprehension . . . 

Set of 50 phonics games for word 
decoding fluency. 

Kids love to play, to use more senses, 
to "monkey around" and figure things 
out. These phonics games bring fun to ev- 
ery lesson as they train the brain to more 
quickly process the codes to blend the 
sounds (match, hatch, catch . . . ). Then, 
they can more fluently read words in text. 
The games also work for spelling. 

Six Go Phonics decodable readers 
link skills to reading. 

These phonics readers are 93% decod- 
able and cumulative. Text-to-life, the 
stories have real content that doesn't talk 
down to older students. Because they can 
really read these stories, it boosts vocabu- 
lary, comprehension, and fluency. iiii 

Go Phonics/Foundations for Learning, 

LLC 

Free program overview: www.gophonics. 

com or call 1-800-553-5950 PT 
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Need energetic, educational, and enjoy- 
able activities for community gatherings? 
Sanna Longden's DVDs and CDs are 

excellent resources for teaching easy and 
amusing world music games 
and social dances at home- 
schoolers' get-togethers. 

www.FolkStyle.com 
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\\P* Now you can take advantage of your investment in technology for handwriting instruction and 
also for handwriting practice. Peterson Directed Handwriting is bringing movement-based handwriting 
instruction into the digital age. 



Peterson Handwriting E- Workbooks $19.95 

• Print handwriting practice pages right from Acrobat Reader on your 
computer or from the Peterson software called PDF by Hand. 

• Print the pages as often as needed for teaching and practice. 

• You download the e-book, so there is no shipping cost. 

• Review the e-workbooks on line page by page. 

• All levels are available, including PDH Cursive First. 

• Exclusive Color/Rhythm models enhance learning and movement. 

• Free live support on line, video and VoIP or keyboard chat. 

• Free on-line training 24/7 on our web site. 



Since 
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We Write To Read E-workbooks are designed to solve the ergonomic issues presented by the usual hand- 
writing workbook. Unless you can remove a practice page from the book, it is virtually impossible for a 
child to use good handwriting position. Then there is the practice issue. Does your child really have an 
opportunity to learn to produce the target fluently with one exposure? Wouldn't it be nice to be able to use 
each page in that workbook over and over again? 

Review the E-workbooks on line here: 
http://www.peterson-handwriting.com/Eworkbooks.html 




Need a tablet? 




PDF By Hand (Software Only $29.95) 

Add this software to your PC computer with a Wacom digital tablet and 
your child can practice handwriting on the pages of our e-workbooks 
using the digital tablet. Paper isn't needed - unless you want to print a 
page of course. 

• Order PDF By Hand with e-workbooks for print. $75.00 

• Order PDF By Hand with e-workbooks for cursive. $75.00 

• Order PDF by Hand with all e-workbooks. $125.00 

Wacom Bamboo Pen (CTL460) $56.09 

The Wacom Bamboo Pen pen tablet gives you everything you need to 
enjoy pen input. Start using the pen to edit, mark up documents or col- 
laborate with others. Doodle, sketch and personalize your materials. 
Order from the experts at Neuroscript. 
http://www.wacompentablets.com/wacom_bamboo.php 
(All Wacom models work fine with the software.) 
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6th to 12th Grades 



Homeschool Vertigo 




"God has made you 
smart enough to 

raise your children. 

What you know to 
be right isrightl" 




Just for the record, I've never expe- 
rienced vertigo. But experts say that 
when it hits you, you're unable to dis- 
tinguish between up and down. If a pilot 
happens to be flying an airplane in fog and 
experiences vertigo, it can result in the pi- 
lot "pulling up" right into the ground. 

From my perspective, there seems to be 
a pandemic of vertigo in the homeschool 
world. It's a condition that affects mainly 
homeschool parents during the months of 
January, say . . . through December. 

Actually, I believe it's a relatively new 
disorder, because I don't think parents 
have always suffered from it. It used to be 
that a mom and dad's job was to train their 
children for life. They taught their chil- 
dren vital skills that they would need to 
function in a home of their own one day. 
They were taught the value of a dollar, to 
work hard, to persevere, and to make do. 
They were also taught about God, their 
need for a Savior, and what it means to be 
the church on earth . . . important stuff. 

But somewhere along the way, ad- 
vanced algebra and applied biology were 
invented and vertigo began to creep in. 
Instead of all the things parents thought 
were important, now other experts voiced 
what they thought was more important. 
And they said it louder. As a result, par- 
ents began to doubt and second-guess 
their own ideas and convictions. 

Maybe it isn't enough to know how to 
work hard, to care for a family, and to be 
salt and light in the world. Maybe there 
really are more important things that need 
to be taught. 

Now we're in 2010 and hardly know 
which way is up. We're in a fog sur- 
rounded by opinions and experts, each 
with convincing arguments as to what our 
children should know to ensure success in 
the future. 

Why, just a couple of weeks ago a ho- 
meschool mom from Texas called me 
who was suffering an acute case of home- 
school vertigo. 

"I just need some advice," she de- 
clared. She went on to describe her teen- 



age son who struggled in math, and she 
wondered if she was failing him, and 
how he'd ever get into college or make 
his way in the world. 

I knew she just wanted to talk because I 
could hardly get a word in as she contin- 
ued to share more of the story. 

"He feels like he has been called to 
preach the Word of God, and others tell 
me how sharp he is . . .but, I don't know . . 
. we're looking at small Christian colleges 
. . . but, he just doesn't like or get math." 

"It sounds like you're doing a good 
job," I said. "The truth is I'm not a math 
guy either. I took advanced calculus in 
college, and I couldn't solve a simple al- 
gebra problem today if my life depended 
on it. I can't even count back change the 
correct way. My wife has tried to teach 
me, but I can't do it! " 

We talked a little more, and the more 
she talked, the more obvious it became to 
me and to her what was really important 
to her and her son. The fog may have still 
been there, but now she knew which way 
was up. 

The hard thing for her to do next was 
to make decisions based on up. It's the 
same with so many other moms and dads 
I talk to all over the country. They come 
up to me all uptight and often in tears. We 
talk about what matters and what doesn't. 
They shake their head in agreement and 
often reiterate what really matters. The 
vertigo begins to fade and for a few brief 
moments, the sun peeks through the clouds 
and everything is so clear and simple. 

"Yeah, that's true," they agree. 

But as we wrap things up, the doubts 
creep back in, the fog thickens, and ver- 
tigo sets back in. 

"But, I just don't know," they say in be- 
wilderment. 

"Yes, you do know," I insist. You just 
told me. You know which way is up, but 
you're still listening to them." 

Them has such a confident, enticing 
voice that makes so much sense. It sounds 
right and just about everyone else seems 
to follow its advice. Them has charts, sta- 
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tistics, and testimonies of success. Others 
will look at you like you're a right-wing 
lunatic for not following them 's plan. 

But them is causing the vertigo. Them 
thinks like the world and gets its wisdom 
from the world, calling what is important, 
non-important, or maybe more accurately 
calling what is not as important, impor- 
tant. You with me? 

Them is killing us and leading us down a 
path of hardship and death. But you don't 
have to listen to them. God has made you 
smart enough to raise your children. What 
you know to be right is rightl 

What you need to do, Mom and Dad, is 
act on what you know to be important no 
matter what anyone else thinks or says. If 
you believe it's more important to know 
how to keep a checkbook than to be able 
to work advanced algebra, then do what 
you know to be important. 

If you believe that it's more important 
to enjoy your children (whereby training 
them to enjoy you and their children) than 
it is to score a 100% on every subject, 
then do what you know to be up. 

Be real, 

Todd nil 

Todd Wilson, "The Familyman, " author 
o/Lies Homeschooling Moms Believe, 
Help! I'm Married to a Homeschooling 
Mom, and The Official Book of Ho- 
meschooling Cartoons, is a dad, writer, 
conference speaker, and former pastor 
Todd's humor and gut-honest realness 
have made him a favorite speaker at ho- 
meschool conventions across the country 
and a guest on Focus on the Family. 
Todd and his wife Debbie homeschool 
their eight children in northern Indiana 
when they 're not traveling around the 
country encouraging moms and dads. 
You can visit Familyman Ministries at 
www.familymanweb. com . 
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Homeschooling High School 




"The good news is that 

you don't have to do it 

all yourself. There are 

many options for 

bringing expert 

instruction to your 

students ranging from 

DVD lectures to online, 

interactive teaching/ 7 




Do you feel your blood pressure ris- 
ing at the mere thought of home- 
schooling high school? Take a deep 
breath! You can do this. Yes, you. The cur- 
rent landscape of homeschooling is vastly 
different from previous years. There are 
so many wonderful resources and options 
to enable you to provide a thorough high 
school experience at home. Of course, this 
article can't possibly tell you everything 
you need to know about homeschooling 
high school, but I hope to give you some 
things to think about and point you to some 
helpful resources. 

Before your child begins high school, you 
must start with a plan. Planning ahead can 
make the difference between graduating 
on time or not! Start by investigating your 
state's graduation requirements. Then con- 
sider your child's individual interests, and 
encourage your child to pursue any areas 
of particular aptitude. Second, if your child 
is college-bound, find out what courses are 
required for college admissions. You can 
usually find this information on the web- 
site of the university your child is consider- 
ing. Using this information you can choose 
both your core courses and electives for all 
four years of high school. 

Keeping good records during the high 
school years is also crucial. Keep track of 
each course completed, including course 
title, course description or syllabus, mate- 
rials used, and final grade. These records 
will be necessary to prepare a transcript 
for your student. Don't panic! A tran- 
script is simply an official list of all high 
school courses completed along with both 
the semester grade and the final grade and 
cumulative grade point average. Books 
like Transcripts Made Easy can walk you 
through the process of creating a transcript. 
Additionally, The Schoolhouse Planner 
provides many forms to aid you in record 
keeping, including a transcript template, 
a high school hours tracking log, and cur- 
riculum planning sheets. 

Transcripts also record the number of 
credits a student has completed. A credit 
is a Carnegie Unit used to measure the 



number of hours a student has studied a 
distinct subject. Typically, 1 credit of 
high school work equals 120 hours of 
class work. Credits can also be earned 
other ways, such as completing a 10-page 
research paper or passing an AP exam. 
Check with your local homeschool orga- 
nization to find out more about determin- 
ing credit hours and the minimum number 
of credit hours required for graduation 
in your state. Generally, 20 credit hours 
are required for graduation, although a 
college-prep track usually requires some- 
where between 21 and 29 credits. 

After determining which courses your 
student will take, next up is teaching ad- 
vanced classes. Some people, of course, 
feel confident tackling advanced topics 
with their students, but many others would 
be terror-stricken at the idea of teaching 
chemistry, algebra, or literary analysis. 
The good news is that you don't have to do 
it all yourself. There are many options for 
bringing expert instruction to your students 
ranging from DVD lectures to online, in- 
teractive teaching. 

Some curriculum providers offer a full 
high school curriculum in a box, includ- 
ing teachers! Bob Jones Homeschool and 
A Beka Academy both provide traditional 
high school courses with a variety of video 
options. A Beka offers DVD and streaming 
video classes, and Bob Jones offers DVD, 
computer hard drive, and online video 
courses. Enroll your child in the appropri- 
ate grade level, and you receive everything 
you need for a full year of high school: 
textbooks and video lessons. Additionally, 
they both offer individual courses as well 
as full grade level kits. However, both of 
these options are essentially lease options. 
A Beka allows the use of their video ma- 
terials for 10 months, and Bob Jones for 
13 months (online videos are available for 
approximately 17 months). 

If you think you'll only need help teach- 
ing some specific subjects, there are even 
more options available. Most parents are 
fairly panic-stricken at the thought of al- 
gebra and beyond. Math-U-See and Video- 
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Text Interactive both offer a complete high 
school math sequence on DVD. Teaching 
Textbooks and the Dive CD for Saxon 
Math teach the upper math sequence on 
computer CD-ROM. All of these programs 
provide expert math instruction from the 
comfort of home: pre-algebra, algebra I, al- 
gebra 2, and geometry. Additionally, some 
of these programs offer advanced math, 
calculus, and business math. 

Visit websites and view sample lessons 
to find the best fit for your child. Each of 
these programs is slightly different. Math- 
U-See and Dive CDs feature a teacher ex- 
plaining the lesson and then the student 
works through a textbook. Math-U-See 
teaches using multi- sensory tools and ma- 
nipulatives, and DIVE offers an optional 
grading service. VideoText includes video 
lessons, course notes, and a solutions man- 
ual. And Teaching Textbooks includes au- 
dio lessons, practice problems, a textbook, 
and a step-by-step, multimedia solutions 
manual for every problem. 

Boggled by biology? Dive CDs are also 
available for upper-level science courses: 
physical science, biology, chemistry, and 
physics. According to the DIVE website, 
this is a "Digital curriculum with interactive 
video lectures, hands-on video labs and lab 
exercises, weekly review questions, video 
solutions to all review questions and lab 
exercises, [and] quarterly exams with so- 
lutions." The CDs cover standard science 
topics and can be used with a variety of sci- 
ence textbooks. Additionally, optional lab 
kits can be purchased to complete science 
labs at home. 

And, unlike leased DVDs, these DVDs 
and CD-ROMs are yours to keep, use with 
younger children, or resell. Additional- 
ly, you can move through the material at 
whatever pace you need to, without con- 
cern over return dates. 

But what about the liberal arts? Feeling 
uneasy about tackling the Great Books or 
explaining the history of the world? How 
about inviting a college professor into your 
home? The Teaching Company provides 
audio and DVD lecture series by promi- 
nent college professors, all experts in their 
fields. Lecture topics include fine arts and 
music, ancient and medieval history, mod- 
ern history, literature and English language, 
philosophy, and more. Browse their online 
catalog and choose from titles like, "Great 
Artists of the Italian Renaissance," "Histo- 



ry of the United States," 
"Foundations of West- 
ern Civilization," and 
"Classics of American 
Literature." Be sure to 
check the website of- 
ten; titles regularly go 
on sale. Some local li- 
braries carry Teaching 
Company lectures as 
well. 

Want your child to 
do more than stare at 
a TV screen all day? 
Consider online classes. 
Thanks to new technol- 
ogy, online classes are 
booming. Students par- 
ticipate in live chat ses- 
sions, able to interact 
with both the teacher 
and other students. They 
can ask questions, en- 
gage in discussion, and 
take tests online. With 
a high-speed Internet connection and some 
downloadable software, you are all set. 

Like DVD courses, both full enrollment 
in an online school and a la carte classes 
are available. The Potter's School and 
Scholars Online offer both full grade level 
enrollment and individual courses. These 
are virtual schools offering a complete 
high school catalog of courses taught by 
a variety of qualified and experienced 
teachers. 

Private tutors have also discovered a 
world of online opportunities. A great 
many gifted teachers have launched web- 
sites and are offering individual courses in 
their specific areas of specialty. These are 
live group tutorials with weekly chat ses- 
sions. Fritz Hinrichs of Escondido Tutorial 
Service teaches Great Books, Euclid's Ge- 
ometry, Shakespeare, and Classical Greek. 
Wes Callihan of SCHOLA Classical Tuto- 
rials teaches Great Books, Greek, Rhetoric, 
Church History, and Classical Astronomy. 
Norm Lund of Oxford Tutorial Services of- 
fers Latin I and II, Great Books, C.S.Lewis, 
Rhetoric, Shakespeare I and II, Logic, and 
J.R.R. Tolkien. And Cindy March of Writ- 
ing Assessment Services offers both writ- 
ing classes and writing assessment. Send 
Cindy your student's writing for a detailed 
evaluation. Explore even more tutoring op- 
tions on the Tutorials page of Escondido 



Price Chart 




Company 


Price Per Class 


ABeka 


$365-$395* 


Bob Jones 


$300-$399* 


Math-U-See 


$85-$110* 


VideoText 


$529* ** 


Teaching Textbooks 


$184.90* 


DIVE CD for Saxon Math 


$50-$158*** 


DIVE CD for science 


$50-$200*** 


Online tutorials 


approximately $600 


Veritas Press 


$550 


Memoria Press 


$399.90 



* Price includes books 

** VideoText courses cover a complete math sequence: pre- 
algebra through algebra 2, and geometry through pre-calculus. 
Beginning March 1, VideoText is also launching an online video 
program for a discounted price. 
***available with or without books 

Note: Some other fees may apply and some companies offer 
multi-student discounts. 



Tutorial Service's website. 

Homeschool publishers have also got- 
ten in on the online market. Memoria Press 
and Veritas Press provide online classes 
teaching their own materials as well as 
more standard course offerings. In addi- 
tion to live, online classes, both publish- 
ers offer self-paced classes as well, and 
Veritas Press offers a diploma program. 
Each online school functions slightly dif- 
ferently and uses specific software. Check 
out websites and view sample sessions if 
available. 

Another option that many homeschool- 
ers consider in the high school years is 
community college. Not only can stu- 
dents take classes that are appropriate 
for high school, but they have the added 
option of dual credit, which means that 
a high school student can take a college 
course and receive both high school and 
college credit. Contact your local commu- 
nity college admissions office to find out 
if they offer classes for dual credit. You 
may also want to read the chapter "Dual 
Enrollment" in the E-Book Homeschool- 
ing the High Schooler for more detailed 
advice. Please note, however, that the 
term "dual enrollment" can mean differ- 
ent things in different states. While many 
states allow private homeschoolers to take 

Continued » 
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Homeschooling High School 
(continued) 

dual enrollment courses in the community 
college system and remain "homeschool- 
ers," other states consider dual enrollment 
to mean that a student is simultaneously 
enrolled in public school and community 
college. Be sure to check with your local 
homeschool organization and ask specific 
questions to the admissions office of the 
community college. 

Of course, you don't have to get high- 
tech or enroll in college early to provide 
a solid high school education at home. 
Homeschoolers have used cooperative 
learning (co-ops) to assist in their teach- 
ing for decades. Co-ops can be informal 
or formal, but the basic idea is that groups 
of families help each other to teach their 
children. Suppose you have a passion for 
metaphysical poetry and your homeschool 
friend from church has an engineering 
degree. You offer to teach her children 
literature if she teaches your children ad- 
vanced math. Voila! A co-op is formed. 
Find other families willing to share their 
teaching gifts, and soon you can provide a 
whole array of courses. 

Other co-ops meet more formally and 
are run by a board of parents. They meet 
at a specific time and place and offer a ro- 
tating menu of classes. These more formal 
co-ops either charge a fee for participation 
or require a parent to teach or be involved 
in some other way. Check your local ho- 
meschool support group to find co-ops in 
your area, and be sure to visit any co-op 
you are considering to make sure that it's 
a good fit. Many co-ops are started by 
people of shared worldviews and philoso- 
phies. Furthermore, co-ops vary greatly in 
terms of academic expectations and work- 
loads. Ask questions and shop around be- 
fore enrolling. 

And don't rule out a good, old-fash- 
ioned, private tutor. One-on-one instruc- 
tion can't be beat, but it can be expensive. 
Be creative. Teachers from local schools 
are often looking to tutor students for ex- 
tra income. Contact the local university or 
graduate school. There are plenty of starv- 
ing college students who would love to 
make a few extra bucks. They might even 
be willing to work for food. 

When your student is nearing comple- 
tion of his course work, he needs to make 



some plans for life after graduation. If your 
child plans to attend college, he needs to 
take the ACT or the SAT . Many students 
take these college admission tests more 
than once, so plan early. But college is not 
the only option for a graduate. More and 
more students are considering apprentice- 
ships as an alternative to college. Training 
with an experienced person in your field of 
interest can be highly effective and a lucra- 
tive way to start a career. 

I once had an interesting conversa- 
tion with a carpenter who was working 
on my house. Turned out that we went to 
the same university and had graduated the 
same year. He shared with me that when 
he graduated from college, he discovered 
that he couldn't make a decent living in his 
field, so he became a carpenter. He not only 
made more money, but he also enjoyed his 
work very much. He said that becoming a 
carpenter's apprentice would have been a 
much better career move than going to col- 
lege. More and more people are coming to 
this same realization. 

High school is a challenging academic 
time for students, but parents need not 
fear continuing homeschooling. Resources 
abound to help parents provide their chil- 
dren with a top-notch high school experi- 
ence at home. Planning ahead and consid- 
ering all your options will help you prepare 
your students for college and beyond, ml 

Angelina Stanford McBride has a master 's 
degree in English literature and was a 
classroom teacher for ten years before 
the Lord called her to homeschool seven 
years ago. She and her three children 
(ages 5-13) spend their days reading, 
discussing, laughing, learning, and enjoy- 
ing Cajun culture in Southern Louisiana. 
Read more from Angelina at Permanent 
Things (www, angelinainlouisiana. 
blogspot.com) . 
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The Homeschool High School Motto: 
"Always Be Prepared" 



by Lee Binz, Expo Speaker 



High school can be like driving on 
autopilot — when you arrive at your 
destination but don't remember 
anything about the trip! When you home- 
school high school sometimes life goes by 
and your child is a senior before you know 
what happened. 

On Tuesday a panicked parent of a se- 
nior in high school called. "I'm in a bind! 
I just found out that I need a high school 
transcript to go with my child's college ap- 
plication by Thursday. Can you help?" As 
much as I would love to help everyone all 
the time, sometimes it's not possible unless 
parents plan ahead. Planning ahead allows 
for the possibility of college. 

College preparation is critical for students 
who plan on going to college. College- 
bound students need course work that will 
prepare them. Students need college admis- 
sion tests, and parents need to learn about 
grades and credits. College preparation for 
college bound students is expected. 

What can college preparation provide for 
students who will not go to college? Why 
bother getting your kids ready for college 
when you feel certain they won't go? Con- 
sider for a moment how many times your 
children have changed their minds. When 
you least expect it, on almost any topic, 
teenagers will change their minds. Stop 
laughing ! You know it' s true ! And teenag- 
ers may even change their minds about go- 
ing to college. 

The Non-College Bound 

Rigorous academics can benefit children 
even if they are not heading to college. 
When high school may be their only for- 
mal education, you want it to be the best! 
Focusing on requirements for the college 
bound will ensure challenging academics, 
rather than doing the minimum. Excellence 
boils down to keeping your children chal- 
lenged, not achieving a certain prescribed 
level. Calculus does not make the differ- 
ence between a college-bound and non- 
college-bound teen. Instead, learning how 
to learn is what prepares a child for college 
and for life. 



Teenagers are moving targets, and it's 
hard to know exactly where they will 
end up in their lives. My good friend was 
convinced that her child was not college 
bound. Her child experienced some learn- 
ing challenges, hated math, and loved 
working with anything mechanical. She 
was convinced he would become a me- 
chanic right up until the day he changed his 
mind. "Mom," he declared, "I've decided 
to be an engineer!" 

Life would be much easier if our chil- 
dren would just make up their minds once 
and stick to it! Unlike changing dinner 
plans from enchiladas to spaghetti, chang- 
ing from "vocational training" to "college 
preparation" is a little more challenging. 
By planning a college-prep high school, 
you don't have to worry so much about 
changing plans. You and your student will 
be ready for anything. 

Engage the Culture 

At times it's not the child that is hesitant 
about college, it is the parent. Should Chris- 
tians allow their children to go to college? 
After all, college is filled with faulty hu- 
mans — both students and faculty. But with- 
out the availability of college education, our 
modern lifestyle would be impossible. Some- 
one needs to build the airplanes we rely on 
and care for us in the hospital. I hope those 
people are highly skilled Christians with in- 
tegrity, values, and knowledge. College edu- 
cation is a requirement for some careers. For 
many people and for many reasons, college 
is the next step after high school. 

It's a challenge for homeschooling par- 
ents, however. We spend much of our ho- 
meschool years explaining to people the 
reasons we keep our children safe at home. 
Those reasons don't change when our chil- 
dren grow up. Instead, it's our children that 
change. In fact, they become adults. The 
Bible says: 

"When I was a child, I spake as 
a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child: but when I became 
a man, I put away childish things. " 
(1 Corinthians 13: 11) 



Adults must interact with a fallen world 
on a regular basis. Firm in their faith, adult 
Christians are able to negotiate the con- 
trasting world views with their own be- 
liefs intact. At some point, your child will 
be ready to "become a man" (or woman) 
and move on into adult life — and that may 
include college, depending on the purpose 
God has given them. 

When our children are grown up, it's dif- 
ficult to cope with them leaving the nest. 
Our job is not to parent our children forever. 
Our job is to train up children in the way 
they should go. When they become adults, 
we are to encourage them to engage the cul- 
ture and change the world, as Jesus said. 

" ... Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. " 
(Mark 16:15) 

The Great Commission comes directly 
from the Lord. That verse just screams 
for our attention. It doesn't say, "Go into 
all the world, but not college." It doesn't 
say "Preach the good news to everyone 
EXCEPT to those on college campuses." 
If college is in your child's future, prepare 
him to face challenges as a mature adult. 
Don't be afraid of college. If that is the 
Lord's calling, he can proceed with faith. 

Parents don't throw their children into the 
lion's den either. Mature Christians don't 
generally choose to hang out in bars or clubs 
for fun. In the same way, you can carefully 
choose their college, weighing the options. A 
Christian college, or a college with a strong 
Christian presence, can provide an adult 
challenge for your adult children, without 
overwhelming them with debauchery. 

Our History and Their Future 

College plans can materialize out of 
nowhere. As parents, we know what we 
know, and we know the plans God made 
for our own lives. Sometimes we forget 
that our children may have their own plan 
and mission for the future. If college didn't 
make sense for us, it's natural to think it 
won't be a fit for our child. But if college 

Continued » 



www.TheHomeSchoolMagazine.com 



81 



The HomeScholar 

Hoping Parents Hom&schwl High School. 

^ ■ 

Thinking 

About 

High School? 

The HomeScholar 
Can Help! 




Lea Binz 

The HomeScholar 

"Helping Peren 
leschoo! High 

www.TheHomeScholar.com 



"How-to" Training for Parents 

Homeschool Transcripts 
Comprehensive Records 
College Planning 
Free Resources! 



The Homeschool High School Motto: 
"Always Be Prepared" 
(continued) 

suddenly becomes the next step, you'll be 
thankful their high school years prepared 
them. Instead of focusing on your academ- 
ic history, focus on providing flexibility for 
your student's academic future. Preparing 
our high school students for college will 
help them to be prepared for anything. 

For reluctant students, consider this 
strategy I learned over the years. At some 
point along the way, teenagers will usually 
stumble on some career idea that might 
require some college. When they mention 
an idea like that, try to grab on to it. "You 
want to work in finance? That's a great 
idea!" Then explain how their goal might 
require some college. Even if they change 
their mind, you can still encourage them, 
"Honey, just in case you decide to work in 
finance again, let's get prepared for that." 
Encouraging teenagers to focus on their 
loftiest career goals can keep them focused 
on college planning. If they used that prep- 
aration to go to college, that's great! If they 
don't go to college, they are still well pre- 
pared for any career in their future. 

Always Be Prepared 

Preparing your students for college can 
help them if they go to college; but it can 
also help them if they don't. Some chil- 
dren waffle back and forth before deciding 
about future plans, and rigorous academics 
can help you be prepared. You can prepare 
your children for college as part of your 
homeschool, taking to heart the Boy Scout 
motto, "Always be prepared." 

Providing a college prep education is 
not terribly complicated. You can continue 
to homeschool the same way you always 
have, learning with reckless abandon. You 
don't have to change your curriculum, or 
give tests in every subject, or chain your 
student to a desk. Homeschoolers of every 
stripe have been successful with college 
admission. Don't change what has always 
worked for you, just set your eyes on col- 
leges so you have the ultimate flexibility 
when your student graduates. 

Preparation Is Harmless 

Plan for college and provide rigorous 
high school academics. If they use it to go 
to college, great! If they don't use it for col- 



lege, does the hard work go to waste? Not 
at all! College preparation can help your 
child be a better employee or entrepre- 
neur, a wiser citizen, and a more confident 
homeschool parent. Preparing for college 
can't hurt your child, and it can provide 
flexibility for the future. 

Each year in the spring I get phone calls 
and emails from panicky senior-year par- 
ents. "Help!" the cry, "I haven't prepared, 
and my daughter needs to go to college!" 
It' s a difficult situation that can catch par- 
ents unprepared. Instead, consider the oth- 
er parents that contact me for help. Parents 
with students in seventh, eighth, or ninth 
grade nervously reach out for information, 
and find out it' s not as difficult to prepare 
their children for college as they may have 
expected. When I talk with nervous parents 
in middle school and early high school, I 
can almost guarantee they will be success- 
ful. Starting college preparation early can 
allow time for mistakes and restarts. Gaps 
can be filled, and dilemmas solved easily 
when you have the luxury of time. Prepara- 
tion can only help. It will do no harm. 

Live without regrets. Be prepared for 
anything because, with teenagers, "any- 
thing" can happen! bm 

Lee Binz is a veteran homeschooling 
mom of two and the owner ofT\\Q Home- 
Scholar. Her mission is "Helping parents 
homeschool high school " and many of her 
services are free. You can sign up for her 
free email homeschool newsletter The Ho- 
meScholar Record, and get your daily dose 
of wisdom via email from her homeschool 
blog. The HomeScholar Helper Visit her 
website www. TheHomeScholar com. 



Bonus page from the Career 

Explorations for High School 

Students WeE-book: 

A great read for parents and 
high school students, now you can 
investigate Career Explorations for 



Hiqh School Students (p.B103). 
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Teaching Middle School Chemistry and Physics 




"Imagine if there 

were just one basic, 

easy-to-teach concept 

that would help you 

introduce chemistry 

and physics to your 

child even if you've had 

little or no science 

education yourself/ 7 




Teaching science can bring anxiety 
to even the most seasoned home- 
school mom and when "science" is 
narrowed to "chemistry" or "physics," the 
anxiety can escalate to fear. "My kids love 
chemistry," a homeschool mom admitted 
to me at a homeschool convention, "But 
I hated science in high school and I never 
understood chemistry or physics," she then 
confessed. At this point, I could see in her 
uneasy face the longing to teach her chil- 
dren solid science but the thought of reach- 
ing this goal was mixed with fear and anxi- 
ety because she felt ill-equipped. 

Many homeschool moms and dads will 
often opt out of teaching any chemistry or 
physics to their children before high school. 
In fact, most science textbooks for middle 
school children either omit chemistry and 
physics entirely, or give it only a cursory 
description. Sometimes middle school 
chemistry and physics education is limited 
to chemistry and physics "kits," with very 
little real chemistry or physics instruction 
included. The child has fun with the "kit" 
but does not learn the foundational informa- 
tion they need for high school or college- 
level science. However, even if the child 
does not plan to become a professional sci- 
entist he runs the risk of "hating science" in 
high school and college because he was not 
introduced to the concepts at an earlier age. 

If you do a Google search for the key- 
word "science," you will get over 650 
million hits. If you narrow your search to 
"science facts," you will get over 45 mil- 
lion hits, and if you narrow it further with 
"essential science facts," you still get over 
2000 hits. The point is that there are simply 
too many "essential science facts" for you 
to teach your child, and it is overwhelm- 
ing to think about where to begin. Should 
you start with photosynthesis, solar energy, 
DNA, momentum, or Maxwell's equations? 
What is relevant for middle school science, 
and where should you focus your attention? 
What is "essential" and how can you know 
you are teaching the "right" information? 

As it turns out, any practicing scientist 
will tell you that all of science is ultimately 



related to chemistry and physics. Also, if 
you teach only chemistry and physics to your 
child, you will cover 95% of what they need 
to know for any science class. For example, 
if you want to teach biology to your child 
and you want her to learn how plants grow, 
you can introduce your child to the vocabu- 
lary of biology by having her learn terms for 
plants such as xylem, phloem, stamens, and 
pollen. But, this only gives your child a de- 
scription of plants, not an understanding of 
how they grow. In order to teach your child 
how a plant grows, you'll need to discuss 
soil, water, nutrients, and solar energy. But 
soil, water, and nutrients are about chem- 
istry and solar energy is about physics, so 
in order for your child to understand how a 
plant grows, she must have some fundamen- 
tal knowledge of chemistry and physics. 

What this means is that you can focus 
your attention on chemistry and physics 
and feel confident that you are giving your 
child the relevant and "essential" informa- 
tion she needs for all of science. But what 
if you don't understand chemistry or phys- 
ics? What if you never took chemistry or 
physics in high school or college? 

Imagine if you could confidently teach 
college-level chemistry and physics con- 
cepts to your middle school student and 
give him a great foundation for high school 
and college-level science. Imagine if there 
were just one basic, easy-to-teach concept 
that would help you introduce chemistry 
and physics to your child even if you've 
had little or no science education yourself. 
Wouldn't it be worth learning this con- 
cept so that your child could not only love 
learning science, but also understand how 
science works in a meaningful way? 

Teaching chemistry and physics to mid- 
dle school students is easy if you apply 
these three basic concepts. 

Chemistry and Physics Can 
Be Sorted Into Easy-to-Learn 
"Categories." 

Even if you've never had chemistry or 
physics in high school or college, you can 

Continued » 
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Teaching Middle School Chemistry 

and Physics 

(continued) 

think of all the possible chemistry and 
physics facts like "stuff in a junk drawer. 
Everyone has a junk drawer full of "stuff 
like pen tops, paperclips, batteries (used 
and unused), scissors, and maybe a stapler 
or two. But when your children really need 
to find a paper clip or scissors for a school 
project, do they go to the junk drawer or do 
they go to your office drawer? Chances are 
(if they are like my kids) they go to your 
office drawer, and they go to your office 
drawer because it is organized. The scis- 
sors and paper clips are easier to find in 
your office drawer, and they are easier to 
retrieve than those in the junk drawer. The 
same is true for learning chemistry and 
physics. Instead of trying to cover all the 
possible chemistry and physics facts avail- 
able, you can focus your attention on four 
"core categories" for chemistry and four 
"core categories" for physics. 1 By learning 
a few basic concepts in these four core cat- 
egories, you can teach your middle school 
child the essential chemistry and physics 
with little or no background in science. 

Core Categories for Chemistry 

Chemistry is really about matter. In a 
nutshell, chemists study "the stuff that 
things are made of and how this "stuff" 
interacts with other "stuff." Chemists call 
this "stuff" matter, which is made of at- 
oms. Atoms are themselves made of pro- 
tons, neutrons, and electrons. So chemists 



1 These categories are general categories 
and can be renamed or changed as needed. 

Table 1 



study (1) the building blocks of matter 
(protons, neutrons, electrons, etc.), (2) 
how these building blocks interact with 
each other (through chemical reactions), 

(3) the properties of matter (such as den- 
sity, mass, volume, reactivity, etc.) and 

(4) different types of matter (acids, bases, 
organic, etc). (See Table 1) 

If you cover one or two topics in each 
of these four core categories during middle 
school, you will provide your child with the 
foundation he needs for high school chem- 
istry, biology, physics, geology, and as- 
tronomy. Also, by knowing these core cat- 
egories, you can more confidently choose 
your reference material. You can use the 
Internet (with these topics as keywords), 
the library, middle school textbooks, high 
school textbooks, even advanced college 
books to find information on these four 
core categories. 

Core Categories for Physics 

One way to think about physics is that 
physics is about energy. From this per- 
spective, physicists study "the other stuff 
that things are made of and how this "oth- 
er stuff interacts with itself and matter. 
Physicists call this "other stuff energy. A 
general definition of energy is "anything 
that gives something else the ability to do 
work" Physics can seem a bit more ab- 
stract and the concepts more elusive, but 
physics can also be divided into catego- 
ries that focus on energy. Physicists study 
(1) the building blocks of energy (power, 
work, force, etc.), (2) how energy causes 
motion and what motion is (speed, veloc- 
ity, Newton's laws, etc.), (3) types of en- 
ergy (mechanical, electrical, chemical, 



Building Blocks of Matter 


Interactions of Matter 


Properties of Matter Types of Matter 


Atoms 


Chemical reactions 


Density 


Acids 


Molecules 


Types of reactions 


Mass 


Bases 


Protons 


Properties of reactions 
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Neutrons 
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Inorganic 


Electrons 
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Table 2 
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etc.), and (4) how energy interacts (energy 
conservation, heat transfer, phase changes, 
etc). (See Table 2) 

Again, if you cover any of these topics 
in each of these four core categories dur- 
ing middle school, you will provide your 
child with the foundation he needs for high 
school physics, biology, geology, chemis- 
try, and astronomy. Even if he just walks 
away with the most basic understanding of 
energy, he'll discover high school physics 
is not as "hard" as he imagined and he will 
likely learn what he doesn't know quickly. 

But Wait! What About All the Hard 
Math? 

Many people avoid teaching chemistry 
and physics to middle school students be- 
cause the math for both subjects can be dif- 
ficult. However it is possible to teach chem- 
istry and physics concepts without difficult 
math. A middle school student can eas- 
ily grasp chemistry and physics concepts, 
such as, "work is related to distance and 
force" or that "atoms form bonds through 
the interactions of electrons." These con- 
cepts do not require difficult math, and if 
they learn these concepts in middle school, 
they don't need to learn both the concepts 
and the math in high school! 

It is also important that kids learn that sci- 
ence is a process. Science involves thinking 
critically, evaluating data, making obser- 
vations, and recognizing different models. 
Science is a process, and the facts, models, 
and conclusions are constantly changing. A 
child who can learn this has a better chance 
of going from novice to expert and a much 
better chance of being tomorrow's Albert 
Einstein or Isaac Newton. 

In summary, teaching chemistry and 
physics to middle school children is easy if 
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you know how to organize the junk drawer. 
Also, recognizing that chemistry and phys- 
ics are foundational for all science simpli- 
fies the amount of "science information" 
a child needs to learn. Finally, by under- 
standing that the most important part of 
learning science is the process itself, you 
can feel less anxious about teaching the 
"hard science" of chemistry and physics to 
your child, iiii 

Dr. Rebecca W. Keller worked as research 
assistant professor after receiving her 
Ph.D. in biophysical chemistry from the 
University of New Mexico. For years, 
she worked in the areas of biophysics, 
molecular biology, and neuroscience. She 
also homeschooled her three children for 
14 years in her Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
home. When she could not find textbooks 
that excited her kids about science, she 
began to create her own. Eventually she 
founded Gravitas and wrote the hugely 
popular Real Science-4-Kids science 
books and the Kogs-4-Kids workbook 
series. Gravitas believes in teaching for 
understanding — and for fun! 
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4 Deadly Errors of Teaching Writing — Common 
Mistakes and Some Options for Teachers 



by Andrew Pudewa, Expo Speaker 



We've all suffered it at one time 
or another: frustration about 
writing assignments. Either on 
the receiving end, or perhaps now on the 
giving end, there can be a few distinctly 
discouraging aspects to teaching and be- 
ing taught writing. The tough questions 
include: 

• What to correct and how to give 
a grade? 

• How much help is too much? 

• Isn't the assignment clear enough? 

• Why don't students find their own 
errors? 

Because we are so much a product of 
our environment, our style of instruction 
often becomes a reflection of how we 
were taught, and consequently the "sins" 
of our teachers can easily be passed on 
to our own students if we are not diligent 
in evaluating and honing our teaching 
skills. 

Unlike math, history, and science, 
writing does not consist simply of a set 
of facts to be learned and manipulated; 
it is an art, and should be taught more 
like art. Think about piano or violin. Do 
we expect perfection immediately? Not 
at all. We expect wrong notes. We ex- 
pect awkward expression. But through a 
process of modeling, listening, practic- 
ing, and reviewing specific, graded tech- 
niques, anyone can learn to play violin or 
piano. Writing is similar. Modeling when 
teaching art is not only effective, but ab- 
solutely necessary. 

In music lessons, do successful teach- 
ers correct every position problem, ev- 
ery rhythmic error, every wrong note all 
at once? Certainly not. They point out 
one or two specific areas for improve- 
ment and assign practice goals to ad- 
dress those problems. As one technique 
improves, another gains the spotlight. 
Put simply, good teachers know the se- 
cret of the "one point lesson." With this 
in mind, let us consider some mistakes 
which are so easy to make when teach- 
ing writing. 



#1 Overcorrecting 

This is perhaps the most common and 
dangerous mistake, especially for ele- 
mentary and intermediate level children. 
Many of us might recall the experience of 
getting back a red-mark-plastered paper. 
Did we look at it and think, "Wow, look 
at all these great corrections. If I carefully 
study the teacher's marks and really try 
to remember these things when I write 
my next paper, I'll probably get a better 
grade. I can hardly wait!"? Unlikely. 

More commonly, a child looks at the 
paper and each red mark makes him feel: 
"I'm wrong . . . I'm bad . . . I'm stupid . 
. . I don't know anything . . . I'll never 
be able to do this . . . etc." Or perhaps 
we received a paper with no corrections 
or comments but simply a "C+/B-" at the 
top and no explanation as to why the poor 
grade. That's another cause for hopelessly 
thinking: "I'm lousy at this and have no 
idea how to do better." How then to cor- 
rect? Think of "editing" rather than cor- 
recting. Every good writer has an editor 
(and few good editors are accomplished 
writers). The purpose of editing is to pre- 
pare a piece for publication. Compositions 
should be marked on specifically and only 
for the purpose of helping the child create 
a finished product which will be as cor- 
rect and fluent as possible. Fortunately, 
the child will, in the process of rewriting 
or typing your suggested changes, semi- 
consciously internalize those corrections, 
thus learning by example and imitation, 
rather than by direct instruction. Every 
child needs an editor, and parents often 
need to know what that means. They must 
adjust their role accordingly. 

The difference between a mom and an 
editor is that an editor gives corrections 
without a lecture attached. An editor does 
not give grades; he helps prepare a piece 
for publication. He is an assistant rather 
than a teacher. With children, your goal 
is to help them produce a finished product 
they can be proud of and teach by "edit- 
ing," not "correcting." 



#2 Holding Back Help 

In our syllabus, we overcome the prob- 
lem of "I don't know what to write about" 
by providing content through "source 
text." This is the equivalent of teach- 
ing music by assigning specific pieces to 
learn and practice. First we provide con- 
tent to use, teaching the "how to write," 
before charging into the "what" to write. 
But even so, children hit blocks. As we 
work through the syllabus of stylistic 
techniques, we might easily hear chil- 
dren complain: "I can't think of a 'which' 
clause." "I forgot what a 'prepositional 
opener' is." "An '-ing opener' just won't 
work in this paragraph." Does this mean 
we have failed? Of course not! It simply 
means that that technique is not yet easy 
and fluent. Some teachers, meaning well, 
might think: "It won't be 'fair' if I help 
too much. I shouldn't just tell them what 
to write, it wouldn't be their own work." 
There's truth to that statement, but let 
us not forget our purpose and goals: To 
model structure and style, teach through 
application, and develop confidence and 
fluency. It is okay to help a child past a 
block, even so far as dictating to him two 
or three possible "which" clauses and al- 
lowing him to choose one and use it. Did 
he think of it himself? No, but so what? He 
chose one, He used it, and in the process 
of using it, he has learned. You may have 
to "spoon feed" some examples many 
times, but ultimately, he will start to think 
of possibilities on his own. Children who 
read a lot will be more likely to come up 
with the words and constructions needed 
for success with the stylistic techniques, 
but there's nothing "illegal" about teach- 
ing by providing examples and options. It 
is especially important for reluctant writ- 
ers. How else will they learn? 

#3 Unclear Assignments 

This is perhaps the most frustrating 
problem for children, whose basic nature 
it is to want to know exactly what is ex- 
pected of them. "Write a three-page story 
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set in the 1800s; be sure to add plenty 
of descriptive words." Ugh! How about 
this: "Write a paragraph about a friend; 
include three specific details." Or per- 
haps: "Write a two-page book report 
on Little House on the Prairie." These 
types of assignments are tough for chil- 
dren, especially those who don't really 
like writing, because they are vague and 
open-ended. Most of us would prefer an 
assignment which is as specific as pos- 
sible, perhaps like this: 

Write a six-paragraph story set in 
the 1800s. It could be the Old West, 
the South during the Civil War, or in 
a foreign country. The first para- 
graph should describe the setting; 
the second should introduce one or 
more of the characters. In the third, 
create a problem for one of the 
characters, using paragraphs four 
and five to have him or her solve 
the problem. The last should give 
a little bit of epilogue and hint at a 
message or moral. Each paragraph 
should have the following stylistic 
techniques: '-ly'word, who/which 
clause, dual verbs, dual adjectives, 
an adverbial clause, and a preposi- 
tional opener. The title should repeat 
key words from the last sentence. 
Write a first draft in pen and do not 
erase. Take it to your editor before 
typing your final copy. 

Given structural and stylistic guide- 
lines like this, students can know more 
precisely what the finished product 
should look like, which promotes enthu- 
siasm, gives confidence, and encourages 
sincere effort. 

#4 Over-Expectation 

How many of us might be guilty of say- 
ing (or thinking): "You had that word on 
your spelling test just a few weeks ago. 
How could you spell it wrong in this sto- 
ry?" or "Can't you be a little neater?" It is, 
without question, difficult for anyone to 
catch their own mistakes, but while striv- 
ing to keep a student motivated, it is im- 
portant that we, as teachers, not forget this 
fact: spelling, handwriting, and English 
composition are very different neurologi- 
cal functions. These activities don't even 
happen in the same areas of the brain. 
Not that spelling and handwriting are not 



important — they are. But they are very 
different activities from English composi- 
tion, which is the logical combination of 
words into acceptable patterns. For many 
young children, writing neatly requires 
full concentration. For many, stopping to 
determine the correct spelling of a tricky 
word can derail a whole train of thought. 
Adults often find it difficult to "do every- 
thing at once" when it comes to spelling, 
neatness, and composition. 

Separate complexity. Allow children 
to focus on one aspect of writing with- 
out expecting them to do everything right 
the first (or even second) time. Finished 
products should reflect excellence, but not 
instantly. Always look for something to 
compliment — a good point to reinforce — 
first, before pointing out a careless error 
or awkward expression. Success breeds 
success, and you, the teacher must be the 
coach, not the judge. With practice, rep- 
etition, age, maturity, and motive, most 
children will grow to produce work that 
is well-written, correct, and neat. But 
don't expect it to happen all at once, yes- 
terday. Teaching, like writing, is an art. 
We practice; we improve. Just as we try to 
guide our students to be effective — while 
avoiding mistakes — in writing, we must 
likewise endeavor to recognize and avoid 
the most deadly errors when teaching. 
Certainly none of us will become the per- 
fect teacher, but if we continue to strive 
toward that goal, all will benefit: parents, 
teachers, and children alike, iiti 

Andrew Pudewa is the director of the 
Institute for Excellence in Writing and a 
homes chooling father of seven. Present- 
ing throughout North America, he ad- 
dresses issues relating to teaching, writ- 
ing, thinking, spelling, and music with 
clarity and insight, practical experience, 
and humor. His seminars for parents, 
students, and teachers have helped 
transform many a reluctant writer and 
have equipped educators with powerful 
tools to dramatically improve students ' 
skills. His favorite endorsement came 
from a young Alaskan boy who called 
him "the funny man with the wonderful 
words. " He and his beautiful, heroic 
wife Robin currently teach their three 
youngest children at home in Atasca- 
dero, California. 
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Of Cormorants, Cats, & Kids, 

Or, Your Child Might Not Be What You Expect 



by Diana Waring, Expo Speaker 



'Tour house, your 

child. When does 

your child shine? 

What activities bring 

out the star qualities, 

the bright eyes, and 

enthusiastic voice?" 




Scene 1: 

My husband and I are inveterate, 
if amateur, water fowl watch- 
ers. We delight to observe the 
junior high antics of coots, the intensely 
punk look of mergansers, and the aerial 
fishing techniques of osprey. But among 
all the birds we commonly see, none is 
more stunning nor elegant in its self -pre- 
sentation than the graceful cormorant. As 
it effortlessly glides across the water, the 
cormorant holds its head with aristocratic 
bearing, seeming to all the world totally 
unaware of what is passing beneath the 
surface. And, yet, without warning, this 
classically molded bird dives swiftly into 
the depths often to emerge with a glitter- 
ing, flapping meal victoriously held in its 
beak. Since we are not fish, we take great 
delight in watching the beauty and grace of 
this particular water bird. 

One day, while gazing over one of our 
beautiful northwest Washington lakes, I 
suddenly noticed a large bird standing at 
the end of a dock. It was holding its wings 
at that angle birds use for exposing their 
feathers to the breezes, which is a beauti- 
ful sight when one is watching an eagle. In 
this case, however, the effect was ghastly. 
Gangly and unsightly, with uneven feath- 
ers poking down, this sight-to-make- sore- 
eyes clumsily took a few paces, giving us 
the sense that he might tumble over his 
webbed feet at any moment. When I point- 
ed out this remarkably ugly bird to my hus- 
band, he stared long and hard before pro- 
nouncing its type. 

"Diana, that's a cormorant." 
No. It was not possible. This awkward, 
ill-favored bird on land could not be one 
and the same with the exquisite, beauti- 
ful bird of the lake. Yet, my husband was 
shortly proved right when the bird lifted 
off the dock and settled back onto the wa- 
ter. Shocking how a bird can go from re- 
pulsive to regal just by a change in its en- 
vironment. 

Scene 2: 

Though we are dog-lovers-till-death-do- 



us-part people, we do enjoy the arrogant 
beauty of the feline world. Having owned 
many cats in my lifetime, I have had nu- 
merous opportunities to watch them slink- 
ing, preening, and lording it over all the 
less-exalted personages in their household. 
Perhaps the quintessential breed of feline 
hauteur is the Himalayan cat, with its ex- 
tremely long fur and Siamese color mark- 
ings. You know instantly that you are in 
the presence of imperious nobility when 
confronted by a lounging Himalayan. 

Now, picture that same cat wet. It's a vi- 
sion, isn't it? Instead of the apogee of the 
animal kingdom, one is confronted with 
a matted, woebegone creature who looks 
very silly, feels very sorry for itself, and 
is completely overwrought with efforts at 
tidiness. Your perception of the cat, as with 
the cormorant, is entirely dependent upon 
whether you find it in the particular envi- 
ronment in which it thrives. 

Scene 3: 

Growing up in Miami, Florida, for a few 
of my formative years, I was surrounded 
by bronzed bombshells, often bearing 
abundant waves of golden locks and wear- 
ing itzy-bitzy, teenie-weenie, yellow polka 
dot bikinis to complete the Miami look. I, 
on the other hand, had freckles, reddish- 
brown hair, and seldom lay out in the sun 
since I burned so easily. 

When it came to academics, I easily 
vaulted to the head of my class in algebra, 
English, and French. But when it came to 
P.E. classes, I straggled in at the very back 
of the line. I was constantly hearing from 
my teachers, "Run faster, throw harder," 
and, honestly, I tried with all my might 
to throw that Softball more than ten feet! 
Nevertheless, it was not a pretty sight. No 
gifting s in that direction for me. 

It soon became painfully obvious to my 
athletic father that I was not made in his 
image nor for his glory (that would be ful- 
filled much later by my half-brother who 
played pro football), and it was devastating 
to not be good enough to compete in sports, 
since that's what my father valued. 
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Though I had straight A's in my aca- 
demic courses, I was always among the last 
chosen for team sports. Just like the cormo- 
rant and the cat, in the right environment, 
this kid was regal, and in the wrong one . . 
. well, you get the idea. 

Scene 4: 

Your house, your child. When does your 
child shine? What activities bring out the 
star qualities, the bright eyes, and enthusi- 
astic voice? Is it devouring books or doing 
arithmetic problems or cooking dinner or 
working in the garden? It is sports or lan- 
guage or science or dance or photography 
or machinery? Once you have that figured 
out (which can take time and patience, 
trial and error), you might next ask your- 
self, "When does my child crumple, over- 
whelmed with a task? " Is it reading or math 
or understanding recipes or getting dirty? It 
is tennis or grammar or chemistry or ballet 
or craft time or mowing the lawn? 

Our part as parents, especially as home- 
school parents, is to discover these areas 
and then to carefully, thoughtfully, humbly 
work with, not against, our unique children. 
The first challenge is to accept them as you 
find them. Do you have a cormorant-type 
child who is absolutely designed for the 
water? Or do you have a Himalayan-cat- 
type child who is utterly fitted for land? 
Rather than throwing the cat into the water 
or the bird onto land — to teach them "how 
to get along in this world" — maybe it 
would be better to learn to appreciate what 
they are good at, what they like, what their 
gifting s truly are. 

An example of this that I love to use is 
Mikhail Baryshnikov, the Russian star of 
the ballet. What do you suppose he got 
in trouble for when he was a little guy in 
school? Of course; moving. But, oh, how 
glorious for all of us that he was wired to 
move so well ! Though it might have been 
challenging to his parents and teachers 
when he was young, it was more than re- 
paid as he got older and got training. 

What about Barbara Walters? What do 
you suppose she got in trouble for when she 
was in school? If I were a betting woman, 
I'd wager big bucks that she was constantly 
in hot water for talking! And yet, that gift- 
ing, along with her training in journalism, 
is exactly what makes her a celebrity in her 
own right today. 

Both of these examples, taken with our 



vision of cormorants and cats, show us 
the vital necessity of knowing our kids, 
learning what is wired into them, and then 
blessing it! So the first challenge is to ac- 
cept them. 

The second challenge is to enjoy them. 
If, deep in my heart of hearts, I really want 
a water bird rather than a cat, and keep 
throwing my cat into the water in hopes 
that it will develop a taste for swimming, 
my cat will either be disabled, flee from my 
presence, or wither up and die. If, on the 
other hand, I can bring myself to the point 
where I like cats, where I enjoy brush- 
ing and playing appropriately with them 
(which precludes throwing them in the wa- 
ter!), my cat will begin to thrive and grow 
into the full stature of its cathood. If we can 
learn this lesson — to enjoy them while we 
parent them — we will eventually rejoice in 
how they turn out. 

Cormorants, cats, and kids ... the les- 
sons are there for each of us to ponder. I 
wish you great joy as you discover how to 
delight in wet birds, dry felines, and your 
own unique children! liu 

Extremely happily married since 1979, 
Bill and Diana Waring homeschooled 
their three children nearly twenty years. 
The Waring kids were the proving grounds 
for all the concepts and encouragement 
Bill and Diana teach — real-life examples 
of the wonders of homes chooling! Diana 
is well-known for her encouraging, fast- 
paced, and humorous books and CDs on 
homes chooling and for her world history 
curriculum . For the past twenty years, she 
has been traveling and speaking through- 
out the U.S., Canada, and more recently 
in Europe, Asia, and the South Pacific to 
encourage, equip, and educate families to 
love the Lord and to love learning! 
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CC I could not make history come alive 
to my boys with the resources I had 
found! Then comes Diana. Boy, what 
a difference in our attitude towards 
History after listening to her and 
doing some of the projects! The boys 
would ask me to put the CD's in the 
car. . . that's saying a lot. v 
-Nancy in PA 
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Final Thoughts 



The Secret Ingredient 




"Children can hear and 
believe that they are 
God's workmanship, 
created in Christ Je- 
sus to do good works, 
which God prepared in 
advance for them to do 
(Ephesians2:10)." 




Why do some people succeed 
when others don't? Why do some 
people simply rise to the top? Is it 
ability, practice, or luck? Is there a 
secret ingredient? 

I recently read the book Outliers by Mal- 
colm Gladwell. He's written a couple 
of best sellers (The Tipping Point and 
Blink) on success in business and decision 
making. In his most recent journalistic 
investigation, he asked these questions 
and discovered some surprising answers. 
What is an outlier? According to the 
dictionary, an outlier is a statistical ob- 
servation that is markedly different in 
value from the others of the sample. 
Simply put, an outlier is a person or a 
group of people who succeed dispropor- 
tionately within a comparative group. 1 
As I read the book, I couldn't help but 
make connections to what is happening 
in the homeschool community. Home- 
schoolers are outliers ! 

Homeschoolers Are Outliers 

A recent study by Dr. Brian Ray confirms 
this. His August 2009 report on academic 
achievement included 11,739 participants; 
he found that homeschoolers scored 34 
to 39 percentile points higher than public 
school children. 2 

These amazingly high scores by home- 
school students were mostly independent 
of teacher certification and level of gov- 
ernment regulation. Family income and the 
amount of money spent on education did 
not affect the test scores either. The only 
factor that seemed to show any influence 
was the parents' educational attainment, 
and that only accounted for seven percent- 
age points at most. 

It is almost impossible to look at these 
results and not conclude that homeschool- 
ing is an incredible educational method. 

Gladwell, Malcolm. Outliers, Little, 

Brown and Company, 2008. 

2 Ray, Dr. Brian, http ://www.hslda. org/ 

docs/study/ray2009/2009_Ray_StudyFI- 

NAL.pdf, HSLDA, 2009. 



Which Groups Were Studied? 

I was fascinated by the wide variety of 
groups Malcolm Gladwell investigated for 
his book. He looked at immigrants living 
in rural Pennsylvania who were signifi- 
cantly less likely to die of heart disease. 
Why was this? They were overweight and 
sedentary. That didn't make sense. What 
was the difference? 

He discussed a research project where 
173 students with extremely high IQs were 
tracked for decades. The expectation was 
that all the subjects would be leaders and 
successful in their respective vocations. To 
the shock of the researchers, many did not 
achieve greatness. 

He looked at the best musicians in 
schools and industry. What was the most 
consistent factor predicting who would be- 
come the best? 

He considered well-known software en- 
trepreneurs who achieved worldwide suc- 
cess and fortune. In this case, the reason 
was very similar to the musical masters. 

He also looked at a unique public 
school for students from disadvantaged 
families, the "Knowledge Is Power Pro- 
gram" (KIPP) schools. Students were 
chosen by lottery from a large pool of ap- 
plicants. A high percentage who did not 
attend the KIPP school failed miserably 
in education and life; those who did at- 
tend usually went on to graduate and earn 
college degrees. Even though the school 
had long hours and ran through the sum- 
mer, the kids loved it and achieved great 
results. Why? 

The 10,000 Hour Rule 

Several factors were common to the dif- 
ferent studies. To become the best musi- 
cian, the research found you needed some 
initial talent, but the main factor separat- 
ing good from best was 30-40 hours of 
practice a week for 5-7 years. The key 
was reaching 10,000 hours; this was so 
consistent among the best musicians that 
every one reaching that level made the 
cut. There was no one in the "best" cat- 
egory who had practiced less. 
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This same 10,000-hour rule applied to 
the software giants. Every one of those 
studied had programmed computers for 
at least 10,000 hours before they burst the 
computer industry wide open. 

Do you know any homeschool students 
who are working on their 10,000 hours in 
some skill? I sure do. Homeschooling al- 
lows for individualized educational plan- 
ning. If you have a child who loves and 
excels in biology, then he can spend an 
inordinate amount of time studying and 
mastering that subject. A homeschooler 
who wants to be a missionary to China 
can work on learning the language and 
culture for many hours each week and get 
a head start on her 10,000 hours. A son 
who is constantly working on computer 
graphics or animation projects may have 
the opportunity to get 10,000 hours in by 
the time he is 18 years old — it can be writ- 
ten into the curriculum! 

Think of the possibilities. You may have 
the next major outlier in a field that needs 
talented Christians to reshape the culture. 

A Culture of Concerted Cultivation 

So which of those 173 "geniuses" 
Gladwell studied finally succeeded, and 
why? It was the ones who were in a "culture 
of concerted cultivation." The difference 
was simply that some were schooled by their 
families in how to present themselves hon- 
estly and appropriately to the world, while 
the others were not. What the second group 
lacked was not something expensive or im- 
possible to find, not something encoded in 
DNA or hardwired into the circuits of their 
brains. Their parents had simply not provid- 
ed a community around them that prepared 
them properly for the world. 

What about overweight, non-exercising 
immigrants who had a considerably lower 
risk of heart disease? What was their se- 
cret? It was the community and culture in 
which they lived. It was one where three 
generations were together for meals and 
many conversations took place in rocking 
chairs on the porch. The result of this life- 
style was better health. 

The unique KIPP schools could also 
point to their culture as the secret ingredient 
of their success. Unfortunately these kids 
came from homes where nothing academic 
happened during the summer months. With- 
out the KIPP experience, test scores would 
rise during the school year but drop consid- 



erably during the summer. With KIPP's cul- 
ture of constant learning, a student contin- 
ued to learn and thrive resulting in constant 
academic improvement and graduates ready 
and able to enter college. 

How does all this apply to homeschool- 
ing? That's easy. Homeschooling is a 
24/7/365 lifestyle of learning. Homeschool- 
ing can create a context for the concerted 
cultivation of skills. Parents can infuse into 
their kids the notion that they are being 
groomed to reform the world. Children can 
hear and believe that they are God's work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for 
them to do (Ephesians 2:10). 

The Secret Ingredient 

One other item in Dr. Brian Ray's re- 
port jumped out at me. How many of the 
children in this study lived in a two-parent 
home where Mom and Dad were married? 
The answer is 97.5%, and I believe it is 
one of the many factors that contribute to 
the success of homeschool students. This 
far surpasses the comparative national av- 
erage of 67% as calculated using data in 
the 2006 World Almanac. 3 Children can 
enjoy great blessings when they are raised 
in a family culture where the parents hon- 
or God and His principles for marriage 
and family life. 

Homeschoolers are outliers. They are 
succeeding at amazing levels and in grow- 
ing numbers. The homeschool culture and 
community is one that fosters a love for 
learning and provides opportunities to 
hone one's God-given talents with lots of 
practice. 

I think I'll invite the grandparents over 
for dinner, stay up late talking on the porch 
surrounded by my family, and go to bed 
with a good book. Now that's success! vm 

Davis Carman is the president and owner 
of Apologia. He has been married to 
Rachaelfor 23 years and is blessed with 
seven children. The Carman family enjoys 
the adventures of homeschooling in Wax- 
haw, North Carolina. Davis also serves on 
the board of North Carolinians for Home 
Education and as an ambassador for the 
Home School Foundation. 
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degree anytime, anywhere. 
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BONUS 101 

Enjoy our bonus section complete with 
101 pages of handy forms, fun lesson plan 
ideas, copywork, lapbooking, hands-on 
activities, craft ideas, and more! You are 
welcome to copy and use these activities 
with your family. Each item is an excerpt 
from aTOS product, and we have included 
the links to the full products located in the 
Schoolhouse Store. Show your kids that 
learning really can be fun! 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Excerpts from... 

The 201 Schoolhouse Planner B6 



The 2010 Schoolhouse Planner! has continued to increase in size and versatility each year. With more than 600 pages, 
homeschoolers will find forms to meet their planning needs and much, much more. Recipes, great articles, resource lists, 
educational information, and more — it's all there! Please note that the forms in the actual planner are interactive so you 
can type directly into them, but they are not in this excerpt. For your use we have included: 

• Homeschool Requirements page 

• Websites and Vendors Log 

• Unit Study Brainstorming Template 

• Convention Session Notes 

• Chronological Bible Reading Schedule 

• Annual Plans 

• Family Computer Schedule 

• Curriculum Planning Sheet 

• Nature Journal Page 

• Memory Work Record 

• Common Latin Roots Page 

• Our Budget Record Sheet 

• High School Hours Tracking Log, 5 pages 

• Science Lab Sheet 



Summer Fun Planner Module B27 

The Schoolhouse Planner monthly modules are designed to add supplemental material to your educational arsenal 
with various topics for each month. We've pulled excerpts from several of them for your use. 



The first module excerpt is from the July '09 Planner module, pummerFurj . This module includes fun games 
for your little ones, activities to keep the kids busy while traveling, recipes perfect for the heat of summer, and 
more! WeVe included a few pages here for you to enjoy, including a cute lapbook component: 

• Fun and Games — a portion of the informative text used in module activities 

• I Love Summer fan lapbook component — a great way to record fun favorites 

• High School Activities — provides expansion ideas for older children 



HeLeadethMe WeE-book™ .B30 

WeE-books are convenie nt downloads from The Old Schoolhouse focusing on specific topics. Here weVe 
included a page from the |He Leadeth Me WeE-book) ™ 1 . This WeE-book will help you learn about two 
milestones: belief and obedience. As an excerpt, weVe included a single page to encourage you in your 
journey of faith. The full version will offer you more. 
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When I Grow Up, I Want To Be... a Missionary E-Book B31 

The WannaBe Series™ of E-Books from TOS presents various careers that children often want to be when 
the y grow up. The series has ten popular titles including For mer, Doctor, Pilot, and more. This excerpt is from 
the \When I Grow Up, I Want to Be... a Missionary E-Book| . Your family will enjoy reading about what it takes 
to become a missionary, a little about the need for water, and be amazed by the water cycle and how it works. 
An experiment on making your own water cycle and pertinent vocabulary words are included. 

• Becoming a missionary 

• Science activities, including an experiment 

• Copyworkon two missionaries 

• Cursive copyworkon mission work 



Kite Capers Download N Go ™ .B39 

The Download N Go™ unit studies were created when Amanda Bennett Unit Studies and The Old Schoolhouse" 
combined forces to design a combination unit study/lapbook product for childr en from kindergarten to 4 th gra de, and 
they are easily adaptable for older children. We've included an excerpt from the Kite Capers Download N Go™ with a full 
day of the five-day study so you can get an understanding of this tremendous product. Imaginations soar when using 
kites as a means to learn more about many different cultures throughout the world! Science, history, language arts, and 
geography are all a part of this amazing study. 

• Introduction to Lapbooking 

• Day Four of the study 

• Kite Capers Vocabulary Words pocket 

• Types of Clouds wheel and pocket 



Remarkable Art Planner Module B53 



The Schoolhouse Planner module for May 2009, Remarkable Ar^ From the various styles of art to why 
some artists painted a certain way, plenty of remarkable art is included in this module. WeVe given you a 
couple of the pages to record information about artists; the full product has many more. The high school art 
links will come in handy for your older students. This excerpt includes the following: 

• Partial informative text from "Impressionism" 

• Hands-On Art, initial page of text 

• Copywork: Thomas Kinkade 

• Copywork: Claude Monet 

• High School Art Links 
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Amusing Mathematics Planner Module B58 



The Schoolhouse Planner module for November 2008, flmusing Mathematics^ . This module includes 
number tricks, Sudoku, new ways to multiply, and much more! It will leave you and your kids smiling as you 
learn to enjoy the lighter side of math together. Here are a few sample pages for your use: 

• Tangrams explanation, tangram puzzle, and pattern block pages 

• Word search 

• Copywork page for penny, nickel, and dime coins 

• Copywork page for measurements 

• Word search answer key 



When I Grow Up, I Want To Be... an Artist E-Book B65 



From the WannaBe Series™ of E-Books, \When I Grow Up, I Want to Be... an Artist E-Book[. Whether 
improving the sensory awareness of children with special needs, enhancing a history study, working on 
a science fair project, or providing a calming time of quiet in the midst of a busy day of play — art is found 
throughout learning. Learn more about the various kinds of artists with a portion of this E-Book, just one in 
the WannaBe Series™. 

• Informational text — science activities 

• Fill in the story 

• Handwriting practice 

• Cursive writing practice 

• Standby Games list 

• Fill-in-the-story answers 



God's World of Extremes Planner Module B74 



The Schoolhouse Planner module for October 2008, pod's World of Extremes^ Learn new games from 
around the world, take a look at some new languages, and more as we take a closer look at the wonderful 
variety God has given us in our world. Here we have included pages that will be handy in your homeschool. 

• Partial informative text 

• Vocabulary Match-up 

• Copywork and Fast Facts for Asia 

• Copywork and Fast Facts for North America 

• Continental Fast Facts 

• Vocabulary Match-up answers 
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Music Mania Planner Module B81 



The Schoolhouse Planner module for September 2008, |/Wus/c /Wan/4 Filled with information, ideas, crafts, 
and work sheets to encourage the love of music, we've included a sampling of the wonderful items in the full 
product. 

• "Famous Composers" text 

• Where Do the Instruments Belong? activity page 

• Copyworkand Fast Facts: Igor Stravinsky 



Out of This World! Planner Module .B85 

The Schoolhouse Planner module for December 2009, Out of This Worldly God created a huge universe. 
Help your children explore it with information, puzzles, quizzes, and more, all designed to make exploring 
God's creation fun and exciting! We've included an extensive portion of this module in this excerpt. Enjoy 
these: 

• Informative text 

• Fill-in-the-blankpage 

• Elementary level crossword puzzle 

• Lapbook Beginnings idea page 

• Planets in orbit coloring page 

• Manuscript copywork page 

• Cursive copywork page 

• One page of High School Expansion details 

• High school word search 

• Fill-in-the-blank answers, elementary crossword answers 

• High school word search answers 



Career Exploration for High School Students WeE-book™ B103 

\Career Exploration for High School Students WeE-book™ will help your child discover what he will be best 
suited to do after he leaves home. Explore potential professions with the heart of this WeE-book™. 



www.TheHomeSchoolMagazine.com 



HOMESCHOOL 101 - DIGITAL SUPPLEMENT BONUS PAGES 



Homeschool Requirements 



Home education is permitted by law in the state of _ 

according to statute/code 

The requirements are: 
& Hours of Instruction 
Days of Instruction 
Proficiency Testing 



& 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 



Yearly Teacher Evaluation 

Yearly Notification by 

Parent Education/Degree 
Approved Curriculum 



Our local city/county school office information: 

Contact person: 

Phone number: 
Address: 



Email: 



Records required by state law: 


Due by (date): 
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Website and Vendors Log 



WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT 

Http: 

Name: 

Homeschool-related? YESQ NO D 
Notes: 



CURRICULUM VENDORS 

Http: 

Name: 

Homeschool-related? YES □ NO □ 
Notes: 



Http: 



Name: 



Homeschool-related? YESD NO D 
Notes: 



Http: 



Name: 



Homeschool-related? YES □ NO D 
Notes: 



Http: 



Name: 



Homeschool-related? YESD NO D 
Notes: 



Http: 



Name: 



Homeschool-related? YES □ NO D 
Notes: 



Http: _ 
Name: 



Homeschool-related? YESD NO D 
Notes: 



Http: _ 
Name: 



Homeschool-related? YES □ NO D 
Notes: 
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Unit Study Brainstorming Template 




Sub-topic: 


Sub-topic: 


Sub-topic: 


Sub-topic: 


Sub-topic: 


Sub-topic: 



Math 




Literature 




Language Arts 




Science 




History 




Geography 




Art/Music 




Character 
Qualities 




Other Areas 
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Convention Session Notes 



Session Title: 



Speaker's Name & Contact Information: 



Notes: 



Session Title: 



Speaker's Name & Contact Information: 



Notes: 
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Chronological Bible Reading Schedule 



JULY 

D 1 Gen. 1-3 

□ 2 Gen. 4-7 
D3 Gen. 8-11 

□ 4 Job 1-5 

□ 5 Job 6-9 

□ 6 Job 10-13 

□ 7 Job 14-16 

□ 8 Job 17-20 

□ 9 Job 21-23 

□ 1 Job 24-28 

□ ll Job 29-31 
Dl2 Job 32-34 

□ l3 Job 35-37 
Dl4 Job 38-39 

□ 1 5 Job 40-42 

□ 16 Gen. 12-15 

□ 17 Gen. 16-18 

□ 18 Gen. 19-21 
Dl9 Gen. 22-24 

□ 20 Gen. 25-26 

□ 21 Gen. 27-29 

□ 22 Gen. 30-31 

□ 23 Gen. 32-34 

□ 24 Gen. 35-37 

□ 25 Gen. 38-40 
D26 Gen. 41 -42 

□ 27 Gen. 43-45 

□ 28 Gen. 46-47 

□ 29 Gen. 48-50 

□ 30 Ex. 1-3 

□ 31 Ex. 4-6 



AUGUST 

□ l Ex. 7-9 

□ 2 Ex. 10-12 

□ 3 Ex. 13-15 

□ 4 Ex. 16-18 

□ 5 Ex.1 9-21 

□ 6 Ex. 22-24 

□ 7 Ex. 25-27 

□ 8 Ex. 28-29 

□ 9 Ex. 30-32 

□ l0 Ex. 33-35 

□ ll Ex. 36-38 

□ 12 Ex. 39-40 

□ l3 Lev. 1-4 

□ l4 Lev. 5-7 

□ 15 Lev. 8-10 

□ 16 Lev. 11-13 

□ 17 Lev. 14-15 

□ 18 Lev. 16-18 

□ 19 Lev. 19-21 

□ 20 Lev. 22-23 

□ 21 Lev. 24-25 

□ 22 Lev. 26-27 

□ 23 Num. 1-2 

□ 24 Num. 3-4 

□ 25 Num. 5-6 

□ 26 Num.7 

□ 27 Num. 8-10 

□ 28 Num.11-13 

□ 29 Num. 14-15, Ps. 90 

□ 30 Num. 16-17 

□ 31 Num 18-20 



SEPTEMBER 

□ 1 Num. 21-22 

□ 2 Num. 23-25 

□ 3 Num. 26-27 

□ 4 Num. 28-30 

□ 5 Num. 31-32 

□ 6 Num. 33-34 

□ 7 Num. 35-36 

□ 8 Deut. 1-2 

□ 9 Deut. 3-4 

□ 10 Deut. 5-7 

□ 11 Deut. 8-10 

□ 12 Deut. 11-13 

□ 13 Deut. 14-16 

□ 14 Deut. 17-20 

□ 15 Deut. 21-23 

□ 16 Deut. 24-27 

□ 17 Deut. 28-29 

□ 18 Deut. 30-31 

□ 19 Deut. 32-34, Ps. 91 

□ 20 Josh. 1-4 

□ 21 Josh. 5-8 

□ 22 Josh. 9-11 

□ 23 Josh. 12-15 

□ 24 Josh. 16-18 

□ 25 Josh. 19-21 

□ 26 Josh. 22-24 

□ 27 Jud. 1-2 

□ 28 Jud. 3-5 

□ 29 Jud. 6-7 

□ 30 Jud. 8-9 
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OCTOBER 

□ l Jud. 10-12 
D2 Jud. 13-15 

□ 3 Jud. 16-18 

□ 4 Jud. 19-21 

□ 5 Ruth 

□ 6 I Sam. 1-3 

□ 7 I Sam. 4-8 

□ 8 I Sam. 9-1 2 

□ 9 I Sam. 13-14 

□ 10 I Sam. 15-17 

□ 11 I Sam. 18-20, Ps. 11 &59 

□ 12 I Sam. 21-24 

□ 13 Ps. 7,27,31,34,52 

□ 14 Ps. 56,120,140-142 

□ 15 I Sam. 25-27 

□ 16 Ps. 1 7,35,54,63 

□ 17 I Sam. 28-31, Ps. 18 

□ 18 Ps. 121,123-125,128-130 

□ 19 II Sam. 1-4 

□ 20 Ps. 6,8-10,14,16,19,21 

□ 21 IChron. 1-2 

□ 22 Ps. 43-45,49,84-85,87 

□ 23 IChron. 3-5 

□ 24 Ps. 73,77-78 

□ 25 IChron. 6 

□ 26 Ps. 81,88,92-93 

□ 27 IChron. 7-10 

□ 28 Ps. 102-104 

□ 29 II Sam. 5:1 -10, IChron. 

11-12 

□ 30 Ps. 133 
D31 Ps. 106-107 



NOVEMBER 

□ 1 II Sam. 5:1 1-6:23, 

IChron. 13-16 

□ 2 Ps. 1-2,15,22-24,47,68 

□ 3 Ps. 89,96,1 00-1 01,1 05-1 32 

□ 4 II Sam. 7, IChron. 17 

□ 5 Ps. 25,29,33,36,39 

□ 6 II Sam. 8-9, IChron. 18 

□ 7 Ps. 50,53,60,75 

□ 8 II Sam. 10, IChron. 19, 

Ps.20 

□ 9 Ps. 65-67,69-70 

□ 10 II Sam. 11-12, IChron. 20 

□ 11 Ps. 32,51,86,1 22 

□ 12 II Sam. 13-15 

□ 13 Ps. 3-4,1 2-1 3,28,55 
D 14 II Sam. 16-18 

□ 15 Ps. 26,40,58,61 -62,64 

□ 16 II Sam. 19-21 

□ 17 Ps. 5,38,41-42 

□ 18 II Sam. 22-23 

□ 19 Ps. 95,97-99 

□ 20 II Sam. 24, 1 Chron. 21 -22, 

Ps.30 

□ 21 Ps. 108-110 

□ 22 I Chron. 23-25 

D23 Ps. 131,138-139,143-145 

□ 24 I Chron. 26-29, Ps. 127 

□ 25 Ps. 111-118 

□ 26 I Kings 1-2, Ps. 37,71,94 

□ 27 Ps. 119:1-88 

G28 I Kings 3-4,ll Chron. 1, 
Ps.72 

□ 29 Ps. 119:89-176 

□ 30 Solomon 



DECEMBER 

□ 1 Prov. 1-3 

□ 2 Prov. 4-6 

□ 3 Prov. 7-9 

□ 4 Prov. 10-12 

□ 5 Prov. 13-15 

□ 6 Prov. 16-18 

□ 7 Prov. 19-21 

□ 8 Prov. 22-24 

□ 9 I Kings 5-6, II Chron. 2-3 

□ 10 I Kings 7, II Chron. 4 

□ 11 I Kings 8, II Chron. 5 

□ 12 II Chron. 6-7, Ps. 136 

□ 13 Ps. 134,146-150 

□ 14 I Kings 9, II Chron. 8 

□ 15 Prov. 25-26 

□ 16 Prov. 27-29 

□ 17 Ecc. 1-6 

□ 18 Ecc. 7-1 2 

□ 19 I Kings 9, II Chron. 8 

□ 20 Prov. 30-31 

□ 21 I Kings 12-14 

□ 22 II Chron. 10-12 

□ 23 I Kings 15:1-24, 

II Chron. 13-16 

□ 24 I Kings 15:25-16:34, 

II Chron. 17 

□ 25 I Kings 17-19 

□ 26 I Kings 20-21 

□ 27 I Kings 22, II Chron. 18 

□ 28 II Chron. 19-21 

□ 29 Oba., Ps. 82-83 

□ 30 II Kings 1-4 

□ 31 II Kings 5-8 
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JANUARY 

D 1 II Kings 9-11 

□ 2 II Kings 12-1 3, II Chron. 24 
G 3 II Kings 14, II Chron. 25 

□ 4 Jonah 

□ 5 II Kings 15, II Chron. 26 

□ 6 Is. 1-4 

□ 7 Is. 5-8 

□ 8 Amos 1-5 

□ 9 Amos 6-9 

□ 10 II Chron. 27, Is. 9-1 2 

□ 11 Micah 

D 12 II Chron. 28, II Kings 16-1 7 

□ 13 Is. 13-17 

□ 14 Is. 18-22 

□ 15 Is. 23-27 

□ 16 II Kings 18:1-8, 

II Chron. 29-31, Ps. 48 

□ 17 Hos. 1-7 

□ 18 Hos. 8-14 

□ 1 9 Is. 28-30 

□ 20 Is. 31-34 

□ 21 Is. 35-36 

□ 22 Is. 37-39, Ps. 76 

□ 23 Is. 40-43 

□ 24 Is. 44-48 

□ 25 II Kings 18:9-19:37, 

Ps. 46,80,1 35 

□ 26 Is. 49-53 

□ 27 Is. 54-58 

□ 28 Is. 59-63 

□ 29 Is. 64-66 

□ 30 II Kings 20-21 

□ 31 II Chron. 32-33 



FEBRUARY 

D 1 Nahum 

D 2 II Kings 22-23, 
II Chron. 34-35 
D 3 Zephaniah 

□ 4 Jer. 1-3 
D 5 Jer. 4-6 
D 6 Jer. 7-9 
D 7 Jer. 10-13 

□ 8 Jer. 14-17 
D 9 Jer. 18-22 
D 10 Jer. 23-25 

□ 1 1 Jer. 26-29 
D 12 Jer. 30-31 
D 1 3 Jer. 32-34 
D 14 Jer. 35-37 

□ 1 5 Jer. 38-40, Ps. 74,79 

D 16 II Kings 24-25, II Chron. 36 

D 17 Habakkuk 

D 18 Jer. 41 -45 

D 19 Jer. 46-48 

D 20 Jer. 49-50 

D 21 Jer. 51-52 

□ 22 Lam. 1:1-3:36 
D 23 Lam. 3:37-5:22 
D 24 Ezek. 1-4 

□ 25 Ezek. 5-8 
D 26 Ezek. 9-1 2 
D 27 Ezek. 13-15 

D 28/29 Ezek. 16-17 



MARCH 

D 1 Ezek. 18-19 
D 2 Ezek. 20-21 
G 3 Ezek. 22-23 

□ 4 Ezek. 24-27 
D 5 Ezek. 28-31 
D 6 Ezek. 32-34 

□ 7 Ezek. 35-37 
D 8 Ezek. 38-39 

□ 9 Ezek. 40-41 
D 10 Ezek. 42-43 

□ 1 1 Ezek. 44-45 
D 12 Ezek. 46-48 

□ 13 Joel 

□ 14 Dan. 1-3 

□ 15 Dan. 4-6 

□ 16 Dan. 7-9 
D 17 Dan. 10-12 
D 18 Ezra 1-3 

D 19 Ezra 4-6, Ps. 137 
D 20 Haggai 
D 21 Zech. 1-7 

□ 22 Zech. 8-14 
D 23 Est. 1-5 

D 24 Est. 6-10 

□ 25 Ezra 7-10 
D 26 Neh. 1-5 
D 27 Neh. 6-7 
G 28 Neh. 8-10 

D 29 Neh. 11-13, Ps. 126 
D 30 Malachi 

□ 31 Lk.1,Jn. 1:1-14 
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APRIL 

D 1 Matt. 1, Lk. 2:1-38 

D 2 Matt. 2, Lk. 2:39-52 

G3 Matt. 3, Mk. 1, Lk. 3 

G 4 Matt. 4, Lk. 4-5, Jn. 1:15-51 

□ 5 Jn. 2-4 

□ 6 Mk.2 

□ 7 Jn.5 

□ 8 Matt. 12:1-21, Mk. 3, Lk. 6 
D 9 Matt. 5-7 

□ 10 Matt. 8:1-1 3, Lk. 7 
D 1 1 Matt. 1 1 

D 12 Matt. 12:22-50, Lk. 11 

□ 1 3 Matt. 1 3, Lk. 8 

G 14 Matt. 8:1 4-34, Mk. 4-5 
G 15 Matt. 9-10 

□ 1 6 Matt. 1 4, Mk. 8, Lk. 9:1 8-27 
Q 17 Jn.6 

□ 18 Matt. 15, Mk. 7 

Q 1 9 Matt. 1 6, Mk. 8, Lk. 9:1 8-27 
G 20 Matt. 1 7, Mk. 9, Lk. 9:28-62 

□ 21 Matt. 18 
G 22 Jn. 7-8 
Q23 Jn. 9:1 -10:21 

Q24 Lk. 10-11, Jn. 10:22-42 

Q25 Luke 12-13 

Q26 Luke 14-15 

Q27 Luke 16-17:10 

Q28 Jn. 11 

D29 Luke 17:11-18:14 

D30 Matt. 19, Mk. 10 



MAY 

D 1 Matt. 20-21 
D2 Lk. 18:15-19:45 
G3 Mk.11,Jn.12 
G 4 Matt. 22, Mk. 12 

□ 5 Matt. 23, LK. 20-21 

□ 6 Mk. 13 

□ 7 Matt. 24 

□ 8 Matt. 25 

Q9 Matt. 26, Mk. 14 

□ 10 Lk.22,Jn. 13 

□ 11 Jn. 14-17 

D 12 Matt. 27, Mk. 15 

□ 13 Lk. 23, Jn. 18-19 
G 14 Matt. 28, Mk. 16 
D 15 Lk. 24, Jn. 20-21 

□ 16 Acts 1-3 

□ 1 7 Acts 4-6 

□ 18 Acts 7-8 
G 19 Acts 9-10 
D20 Acts 11-12 

□ 21 Acts 13-14 
D 22 James 
D23 Acts 15-16 

□ 24 Gal. 1-3 
D 25 Gal. 4-6 
D26 Acts 17-18:18 

□ 27 l/IIThess. 

□ 28 Acts 18:19-19:41 

□ 29 I Cor. 1-4 
D 30 I Cor. 5-8 

□ 31 I Cor. 9-11 



JUNE 

□ 1 I Cor. 12-14 

□ 2 I Cor. 15-16 
G 3 II Cor. 1-4 
G 4 II Cor. 5-9 

□ 5 II Cor. 10-13 

□ 6 Acts 20:1 -3, Rom. 1-3 

□ 7 Rom. 4-7 

□ 8 Rom. 8-10 

□ 9 Rom. 11-13 

□ 10 Rom. 14-16 

□ 1 1 Acts. 20:4-23:25 
D 12 Acts 24-26 

□ 13 Acts 27-28 

D 14 Colossians, Philemon 

□ 15 Ephesians 

□ 16 Philippians 

□ 17 I Timothy 

□ 18 Titus 
G 19 I Peter 
Q 20 Heb. 1-6 
Q 21 Heb. 7-10 
Q 22 Heb. 11-13 
Q 23 II Timothy 
G 24 II Peter, Jude 
G 25 I John 

Q 26 ll/lll John 
Q 27 Rev. 1-5 
G 28 Rev. 6-1 1 

□ 29 Rev. 12-18 
Q 30 Rev. 19-22 
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For: 



Annual Plans 

Subject: 





Weekl 


Week 2 


Week 3 


Week 4 


Week 5 


July 












August 












September 












October 












November 












December 












January 












February 












March 












April 












May 












June 
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Family Computer Schedule 



Dates: 



to 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 



Saturday 



at 

£ 
















0) 

E 

(0 
















E 

z 
















E 

Z 
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For: 



Subject: 



Curriculum: 
Vendor: 



Curriculum Planning Sheet 



Year: 



Grade Level: 
Price: 



Contact: 



Subject: 



Curriculum: 
Vendor: 



Grade Level: 
Price: 



Contact: 



Subject: 

Curriculum: 

Vendor: 



Grade Level: 
Price: 



Contact: 



Subject: 



Curriculum: 
Vendor: 



Grade Level: 
Price: 



Contact: 



Subject: 

Curriculum: 

Vendor: 



Grade Level: 
Price: 



Contact: 



Subject: 

Curriculum: 

Vendor: 



Grade Level: 
Price: 



Contact: 



Subject: 

Curriculum: 

Vendor: 



Grade Level: 

Price: 

Contact: 
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Nature Journal 1 




Date: 



Location: 
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Memory Work Record 



For: 



Source for Memory Work:. 
Piece being memorized: 



Source: 



Date Memorized - Start: 



End: 



Piece being memorized: 



Source: 



Date Memorized - Start: 



End: 



Piece being memorized: 



Source: 



Date Memorized - Start: 



End: 



Piece being memorized: 



Source: 



Date Memorized - Start: 



End: 



Piece being memorized: 



Source: 
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Common Latin Roots 



root 


meaning 


examples 


-act- 


act, do 


action, actor 


-ami- 


like, love 


amiable 


-audi- 


hear 


audience, audible 


-beni- 


good 


benefit 


-cept- 


take, hold 


intercept, concept 


-dict- 


say 


dictate, dictionary 


-duc- 


lead, make 


produce 


-gen- 


give birth 


gene, generate 


-gress- 


to walk 


progress, transgress 


-ject- 


to throw 


eject, interject, project 


-junc- 


join 


junction, conjunction 


-jur-,-jus- 


law 


jury, justice 


-leg- 


read, choose 


legible 


-luc- 


light 


translucent 


-man(u)- 


hand 


manual 


-mand-, -mend- 


order 


recommend, demand 


-mis-, -mit- 


send 


transmit, mission 


-mov- 


move 


move, immovable 


-omni- 


all 


omnipotent, omnipresent 


-ped- 


foot 


centipede, pedicure 


-pend- 


to hang 


pendulum, suspend 


-port- 


carry 


transport, export, portable 


-qui(t)- 


quiet, rest 


tranquil 


-rupt- 


break 


disrupt 


-scrib-, -script- 


write 


scribe, script 


-sect- 


cut 


intersect, intersection 


-sens- 7 -sent- 


feel 


sensitive, sentiment 


-sequ- 


follow 


sequence 


-spect- 


look 


inspect, spectacles 


-tact- 


touch 


tactile 


-terr- 


earth 


territory, terrain 


-tract- 


to pull, drag, draw 


attract, protract, traction 


-vac- 


empty 


vacate 


-vert- 


to turn 


convert, divert 


-vid- 7 -vis- 


see 


visible, video 


-voc- 


call 


vocal, vocalize 


-volv- 


roll, turn 


evolve, revolve 
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Our Budget Record Sheet 



Month: 



TOTAL MONTHLY INCOME: $_ 



Tithe 

Mortgage/Rent 

Homeowners/Renters Insurance 

Credit Cards 

Electricity 

Water/Sewer 

Heating Oil or Gas 

Educational Expenses 

Garbage Pickup 

Telephone 

Cell Phone 

Internet 

CableTVorDish 

Movie Rentals 

Health Insurance Premiums 

Co-Pays 

Gasoline 

Car Insurance 

Groceries (food and eating out) 

Pet Expenses 

Personal Hygiene/Household Items 

Haircuts 

PreSchool/Babysitting 

Leisure "Mad Money" 

Clothing 

Fitness Center 



Monthly Budget 


Actual Amount Spent 
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High School Hours Tracking Log 





DAY 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 






1 
















2 
















3 
















4 
















5 
















6 
















7 
















8 
















9 
















10 
















11 
















12 
















13 
















14 
















15 
















16 
















17 
















18 
















19 
















20 
















21 
















22 
















23 
















24 
















25 
















26 
















27 
















28 
















29 
















30 
















31 
















32 
















33 
















34 
















35 
















36 
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DAY 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


37 












38 












39 












40 












41 












42 












43 












44 












45 












46 












47 












48 












49 












50 












51 












52 












53 












54 












55 












56 












57 












58 












59 












60 












61 












62 












63 












64 












65 












66 












67 












68 












69 












70 












71 












72 












73 













www.TheHomeSchoolMagazine.com 



HOMESCHOOL 101 - DIGITAL SUPPLEMENT BONUS PAGES 



DAY 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


74 












75 












76 












77 












78 












79 












80 












81 












82 












83 












84 












85 












86 












87 












88 












89 












90 












91 












92 












93 












94 












95 












96 












97 












98 












99 












100 












101 












102 












103 












104 












105 












106 












107 












108 












109 












110 
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DAY 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


111 












112 












113 












114 












115 












116 












117 












118 












119 












120 












121 












122 












123 












124 












125 












126 












127 












128 












129 












130 












131 












132 












133 












134 












135 












136 












137 












138 












139 












140 












141 












142 












143 












144 












145 












146 












147 
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DAY 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


SUBJECT 


148 












149 












150 












151 












152 












153 












154 












155 












156 












157 












158 












159 












160 












161 












162 












163 












164 












165 












166 












167 












168 












169 












170 












171 












172 












173 












174 












175 












176 












177 












178 












179 












180 
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Name: 



Experiment: 

Supplies: 



Science Lab Sheet 



Date: 



Results: 



Steps: 



Observations: 



Hypothesis: 
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Fun &i\<t (aimes 



Summer break is a fantastic time to get your friends together to play all day! We have come up with a 
great list of games and activities for outdoor games, indoor fun (for rainy days), and even games that 
involve water — summer is hot! Try some of these games and activities the next time you and your 
friends are together. 



Outdoor Games 



Wacky Golf 

You and your friends will be laughing as you play a silly game of golf! Randomly place the golf "holes" 
around your backyard (a list of possibilities follows). Each player should choose the "club" and ball 
that they will use, and then you play through the course just like any other miniature golf course. You 
can pick items from the lists below or come up with your own ideas. Just remember — the sillier, the 
better! 



Possible Holes 

Buckets 

Plastic cups (variety of sizes, but 

bigger than the balls) 

Tin cans 



Ball Choices 

Golf balls 
Baseballs 
Marbles 
Tennis balls 
Hacky sacks 



Possible Clubs 

Big sticks 
Baseball bats 
Hockey sticks 
Brooms 
Mops 



Five Dollars 

This game is a great way to help keep math skills sharp, even during the summer. You will need a 
baseball and bat, as well as a baseball glove for each player. 

Choose one person to hit, and send everyone else to the outfield. The hitter can hit from a tee or he 
can throw the ball up in the air to hit. When the hitter hits, everyone else tries to catch the balls as 
they come to them. For every fly ball that is caught in the air, the player who catches it is awarded 
$1.00 in points. If the ball bounces once before being caught, the player is awarded 50 cents. If the 
ball is a grounder and is scooped up, the player receives 25 cents in points. The first player to $5.00 
wins and is the next hitter. 
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\ 




I 



Summer is a wonderful time of the year. You can swim, gardens are growing, and you 
can catch fireflies! There are so many other ways to have fun in the summer also. Cut 
out the shapes below. On each one, write one activity you like to do in the summer. 
Use a brad to put the shapes all together (push the brad through the black dots). This 
will create a fun "fan" book to put in your lapbook. 




W 



mm 
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High School Activities 

Though most of us pack our summers way too full, it seems like someone gets bored somewhere 
along the way. Here are a few rainy-day activities or crafts for your teens. 

Motherboard Books has an offer for a free Internet scavenger hunt. What a fun way to learn to surf 
the Web safely. 

This site has free paper dolls. These are so neat — even for older kids. I'm thinking diorama . . . 

Or paper soldiers for the young men. 

Here is a fun quiz with homeschool trivia. 

Wouldn't it be fun to make your own trivia board game ? 

The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine has a fabulous reading program for all ages. 

Focus on the Family has two magazines for teens. Breakaway is for teen boys and Brio is for young 
ladies. Both magazine Web sites have free articles to read and encourage your teens to keep living 
out their faith. Boundless, also from Focus on the Family, has some great reads as well. 

Two Paths has some very fun Bible quizzes to keep your teens thinking over the summer. 

Here is a lovely faith bracelet pattern for older kids. MakingFriends.com has these suggestions for 
more teen crafts. How about some aeronautics activities like building a paper jet ? NASA has loads of 
aerospace activities for teens. 

Better Homes and Gardens suggests these fun, teen bedroom crafts to brighten things up. Here are 
some more fun decorating ideas. 

Have you ever considered starting a book club over the summer for your teens? This site gives fun 
suggestions to get one started. 

In looking for fun, worthwhile activities for the summer, I stumbled on these three poems which 
would be very beneficial for my kids to memorize. Here is a super-fun-looking writing prompt 
calendar for an entire month! 
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Can you recall your first steps 
on the journey of faith? 



I encourage you to set aside some time to wait on the Lord— in a quiet place, all 
by yourself. Quiet your soul and listen with your heart. Ask your heavenly Father 
to remind you of ways that He has taught you lessons of belief and lessons of 
obedience as He has matured your faith. Write down the memories as they 
come to mind. Thank Him, and ask Him to continue to guide you "in the paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake/' (Psalm 23:3) 

Your Father can show you ways that He has taught you His lessons. He leadeth 
us; by His own hand He leadeth us. Meditate on these precious truths from 
God's Word: 

"Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which 
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his 
commandments to a thousand generations/' —Deuteronomy 7:9 

"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit 
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it." 

—I Thessalonians 5:23-24 

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you, who by him do believe in God, 
that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope 
might be in God. Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently: being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." 

-I Peter 1:18-23 

"But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 

seek him." —Hebrews 11:6 

"Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 
unto all them that obey him." —Hebrews 5:8-9 

"Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So 
that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall 
do unto me." —Hebrews 13:5-6 
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Becoming a Missionary 

No matter your age or where you live, you can be a missionary right where you 
are. The Bible tells believers to ". . . be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that askethyou a reason of the hope that is in you . . ." (I Peter 3:15b). Each 
believer can share about Jesus with those he knows. It is important for all believers 
and missionaries to read and study the Bible, pray, and memorize verses (Psalms 
119:11). You can also reach the international mission field right now by 
befriending international students. You can tell them about Jesus and disciple them 
right here at home. It's also important to live healthy lives, practicing self-control 
with eating, exercising, living within our budget, and getting plenty of rest. 

You can start now to learn about missionary work. Get to know and prayerfully 
support missionaries and their families. Visit them when they are at your church. 
Write to them when they are on the mission field. Learn about missionaries from 
years past by reading stories and biographies. 

While completing your education, study different cultures and languages. Develop 
your God-given interests and talents. God can use all things for His glory. Many 
countries are closed to missionaries. However, closed countries will allow other 
professionals such as doctors, nurses, teachers, engineers, linguists, computer 
specialists, etc. into their countries. These professions provide access into the 
country for missionary work. 

in 

You will want to investigate different mission boards. Seek wise counsel from 
your parents, pastor, and other missionaries to help you weigh the pros and cons of 
each board. Continually seek the Lord's will for your life by praying and reading 
His Word. You may decide to apply to one or two mission boards. Once you are 
accepted, you will complete that mission board's requirements as well as their 
additional training and language school. After completing the additional training, 
the mission board will work with you in deciding what country would be best for 
your missionary work. During this training time, you will also seek supporters to 
partner with you in prayer and financial support. Once you meet the needed 
percentage of your monthly financial and prayer support and you have completed 
all training, you are ready to head to the mission field! 



A closed country does not officially allow missionaries within its borders. 



j0 Mission boards train and send out missionaries. Each mission board has its own purpose, for example, reaching remote tribal 
people with the Gospel, Bible translation, inner-city mission work, etc. 
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Science Activities 

Think about all the ways we use water throughout the day — when we brush our 
teeth, wash our hands, run the dishwasher, grab a cool glass of water to drink, 
make dinner, wash our cars, fill a pet's bowl, and water the garden. We turn on the 
faucets, and the water is there ! 

But did you know there are many people living in areas around the world who 
must walk miles to collect water? Oftentimes the water is so dirty that if they drink 
it without boiling it first, they can get sick from the deadly germs. Africa is a 
country with serious water problems. It is a country rich in natural resources such 
as gold and diamonds but lacking in the most important resource for survival — 
clean water. 

Many missionary projects in Africa, Haiti, Samoa, and other places focus on 
helping the people bring clean water to their villages. These projects include 
drilling bore-hole wells that will tap into the water supply that exists hundreds of 
feet beneath the earth's surface. In addition, rain water collection and storage 
systems are put into place to collect rain water during the rainy season. 

In order to understand these water problems and help the people in these areas, it's 
important to understand the water cycle. 

How do ponds, lakes, rivers, streams, and oceans get their water? 

Did you know that every body of water on the earth is filled with recycled water? 
The hydrologic cycle, or as it is more commonly called, the water cycle, is the way 
the earth recycles water. A diagram of the water cycle is pictured below in Figure 
9. 

The water cycle begins with the sun. The sun warms up the water on the earth. 
When the water is warmed up, it turns into a gas called water vapor. The water 
vapor rises, and we call this evaporation. Plants and trees give off water vapor in a 
process called transpiration. 

The moist water vapor collects in the cooler atmosphere and condenses. Have you 
ever boiled water in a pot covered with a lid? When you lifted the lid, there were 
droplets of water on the bottom side of the lid. These droplets were formed when 
the steam from the boiling water cooled and condensed onto the lid. This 
condensation process forms clouds. 
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The clouds become heavy with water droplets, and soon the clouds cannot hold all 
the water. The water falls from the sky in the form of snow, rain, sleet, or hail. This 
is called precipitation. 

The precipitation falls into the oceans, lakes, rivers, streams, ponds, and other 
bodies of water. The precipitation also falls onto the ground. Once it reaches the 
ground, the precipitation will either run off into bodies of water, soak into the 
ground where it might seep back into a body of water, or evaporate into the 
atmosphere and back into a cloud! 




Figure 9. Water Cycle 



Did You Know? 

An acre of corn transpires about 3,000-4,000 gallons of water a day. 
An oak tree transpires 40,000 gallons of water in a year. 
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Water Cycle Vocabulary 

Use a dictionary to define the following words. 



Evaporation: 



Transpiration: 



Condensation: 



Precipitation: 
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Make Your Own Water Cycle 

In this activity you will make a simple model of the earth's water cycle. If you can, 
gather enough materials to make two mini water cycles so you can conduct some 
comparison experiments. 

Materials: 

A large bowl (The coffee mug will need to sit on the bottom of the bowl.) 

A coffee mug 

A rubber band 

Plastic wrap 

A pitcher of water — at room temperature 

Directions: 

1. Place the coffee mug upright on the bottom of the bowl. 

2. Fill the bowl l A full with water, being careful not to pour any into the coffee 
mug. 

3. Cover the bowl tightly with plastic wrap and secure with the rubber band. 

4. Carefully carry the bowl to a sunny location either inside or outside. 

5. If you have constructed two mini-water cycles, place one in a shady area and 
one in a sunny location. 

6. In the chart below write down the start time (when you placed the mini 
water cycle in its location). Then record when you first started to see 
droplets of water condense on the plastic wrap. 

7. Try other test conditions: Use hot water and cold water to see if the starting 
water temperature affects the evaporation rate. If you are doing this during 
the winter, use ice cubes instead of water and place the mini water cycle 
outside in the cold. How does this affect the evaporation rate? 
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Bav id Br ain erd was a missionary to the 



•Anrerfrrnn Indians - -during the 1-7405: 




Missionary Andrew "van der-BijI;- Brother 



Andrew; smuggled Ribi e s to communist 



countries during the Cold War 
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Introduction to tiaphoo'king 

By Stephanie Ruby 



Have you ever created a lapbook with your child? The lapbooking activities we have designed are 
made to be easy enough for a beginner, but // meaty ,, enough for children who have been lapbooking 
for a longtime. 

There are only a few items that you need to provide to go along with the activities we have created. 
You will need a file folder, folded so that the outside edges meet in the middle, creating a "shutter 
book."You will also need scissors, glue, crayons, a stapler, and brass brads. 

You may want to save each activity in an envelope until the entire week is complete and then attach 
everything to the lapbook on the fifth day. This will allow you to arrange all of the mini books so that 
they fit well. This is not a necessity, mind you, but simply a recommendation that might allow the 
process to flow a bit more smoothly. 

If you have never created a lapbook before, you may feel a bit intimidated by the process. Take a deep 
breath and remember that there is no "wrong" way to lapbook. The process of lapbooking will vary 
from one person to the next, and will be a reflection of the individual that created the project. 

For those of you who still feel that you need a little more guidance, we have included the following 
links to introduce the concept of lapbooking to you and to give you a variety of ideas for your project. 
Just remember, the most important part of lapbooking is to have fun with it. The more you and your 
children enjoy the activity, the more they will retain. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qahLEUQYQ4 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zb81qlxhpk 

http://www.homeschoolingonashoestring.com/lapbooks.html 

http://www.homeschoolshare.com/lapbooking resources.php 

http://www.lapbooklessons.com 

Now, let's get on with the fun! 




Find us on 

Facebook 
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"Day 4 

Science Secftete c| 'xKites 

Kite festivals can be so much fun to watch. With so many colorful kites in the sky at one 
time, you could watch for hours and never get tired of seeing all the kites flying. Today, 
we can watch some of the same things with these videos: 

Video: Cape Town International Kite Festival (South Africa) 

Video: Filipino/Asian Kites of Hawaii 

One of the most important things in nature that impacts kite flying is the wind. A 
windy day can make for a fun day of flying a kite! 

What is wind? Write your answer below. 

What Is Wind? 



Wind 




O Wind is 



Why does wind blow? Write your answer below. 
Why Wind Blows 
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What are the best wind speeds for kite flying? Fill in your answer below. 



Judging the Wind for Kite Flying 



How to Measure the Wind 




The best wind speeds for kite flying are between 



and 



miles per hour. 



Describe some of the signs that you see outdoors when the wind is good for kite flying. 



Draw a picture that shows some of these signs below. 
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The Bible tells about wind, and Genesis 8:1 reminds us of one of the special ways that 
God has used wind. Write this verse below. 
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When you are outside flying your kite, you will be able to see all kinds of clouds in the 
sky. Let's learn about clouds now. Use the website below to answer the following 
questions. 



Clouds 



What are clouds? 



Why are most clouds white? 





is storehouses. 



Psalm 135:7 



r 
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When you are flying your kite, you might notice that the clouds are always moving. 
What makes the clouds move? 



The 



moves the clouds. 



What are the four main types of clouds? Write your answers below. 



Four Types of Clouds 







Follow these links to see more pictures of clouds from NASA: 



Kinds of Clouds 



Online Cloud Chart 
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What type of clouds do you see in the sky today? 



Below, draw a picture of the clouds you see in the sky today 




Add this cloud activity to your lapbook. 
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Daily Kite Design Challenge 

In the space below, design your own octopus kite. Use colors to create and fill in your 
design, and don't forget to name your kite! 

Video: Octopus Kites Flying on the Beach 



My Kite / $ Name: 
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Internet Resources 



Kite Coloring Page 



Kites at the Washington Monument 



Wind 



Lightning Safety for Kids 
Thunderstorm Safety for Kids 



Make an Anemometer 



Just for Fun 

When flying kites, it is helpful to know the direction of the wind and how strongly the 
wind is blowing. A simple way to do this for most kite fliers is to have a windsock that 
they can hang nearby to keep an eye on the wind. Here are a few links with instruc- 
tions on how to make your own windsock: 



Make a Windsock 



Windsock 



How to Make a Windsock From a Plastic Bottle 



Spelling/Vocabulary 



• control 

• lift 



Optional Words for More Challenge 



• direction 

• condense 



Follow this link to find the vocabulary words activity for today. 
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Book Ideas 



The Wind Blew. Pat Hutchins. ISBN 068971 744X 

Can You See the Wind? (Rookie Read-About Science), Allan Fowler. ISBN 0516264796 

One Windy Wednesday (Giggle Club), Phyllis Root. ISBN 0763602787 

Feel the Wind (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 2), Arthur Dorros. ISBN 0064450953 

Like a Windy Day. Frank & Devin Asch. ISBN 01 52064036 

Clouds (Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science 1), Anne Rockwell. ISBN 0064452204 

Little Cloud. Eric Carle. ISBN 06981 1 8308 

Peterson First Guide to Clouds and Weather. Vincent J. Schaefer and Jay Pasachoff. ISBN 
0395906636 



The Cloud Book. Jomie dePaola. ISBN 082340531 1 



The Man Who Named the Clouds. Julie Hannah and Joan Holub. ISBN 0807549746 

It Looked Like Spilt Milk. Charles G. Shaw. ISBN 0064431592 

Cloud Dance. Thomas Locker. ISBN 0152045961 

The Book of Clouds. John A. Day. ISBN 14027281 31 

Clouds. Gail Saunders-Smith. ISBN 07368491 81 

The Kids' Book of Clouds & Sky. Frank Staub. ISBN 1402728069 
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I saw you toss the kites on high 
And blow the birds about the sky; 
And all around I heard you pass, 
Like ladies' skirts across the grass— 
O wind, a-blowing all day long, 
O wind, that sings so loud a song! 



I saw the different things you did, 
But always you yourself you hid. 
I felt you push, I heard you call, 
I could not see yourself at all— 

O wind, a-blowing all day long, 
O wind, that sings so loud a song! 



J you that are so strong and cold, 
O blower, are you young or old? 
Are you a beast of field and tree, 
Or just a stronger child than me? 
O wind, a-blowing all day long, 
O wind, that sings so loud a song! 

"The Wind" 

By Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Clouds 



What are the four main types of clouds? Cut out the two circles below. From the top 
circle, cut out the "window". Lay that piece on top of the other circle and fasten them 
together with a brass brad. In the window on the blank paper, draw one type of cloud 
and write its name. Then, rotate the bottom circle until the window is empty again, 
and draw another type of cloud and write the name. Continue to do this until you have 
filled the entire wheel. 

Cut out the pocket. Put a drop of glue on each tab, and glue the pocket to the lapbook. 
When the glue has dried, use it to hold your'Types of Clouds" wheel. 



Cut this 
piece out 





?%gxs0 <s& (§km3$ 



When you are finished, click here to return to the main text of the book. 
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Impressionism 



Impressionism began in France in the 19 th century. Typically in impressionism, you will seethe 
brush strokes in the painting, as well as thicker amounts of paint applied to the canvas. You 
may see that there appears to be movement in the painting, as well as a softer edge to the 
painting. Another emphasis in impressionism is light and how it changes. 

Edouard Manet was one of the artists that helped art transition from realism to impressionism. 
While drawing subjects that were very "real," he focused on the process and lines more than 
fine detail. Instead of carefully taking his time to preserve every tiny detail, he used quick, 
short strokes with thick paint and texture on the canvas. 

Another artist of this style was Claude Monet, born in Paris. He was a friend to Edouard Manet 
and also helped with the birth of impressionism. I'll bet you have seen his famous painting, 
Water Lilies . Monet enjoyed sitting and painting objects that he could see right in front of him, 
while many artists in that time would create their paintings based on paintings done by other 
artists. 

Look at these works of impressionism: 

• Dancers at the Bar by Edgar Degas 

• Claude Monet Painting on his Studio Boat by Edouard Manet 

• Three Ballet Dancers, One with Dark Crimson Waist by Edgar Degas 

Writing assignment: What are your opinions of these pieces? Write down the similarities 
and the differences you notice between the three. What do you like about these pieces? What 
don't you like? 
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HANDS ON kRT 



Supplies: 

Potatoes 

Poster or tempera paint 

Paper, cardboard, or wood 



Potato Printing 



sharp knife 
pencil 



1. Cut potatoes in half. 

2. Use pencil to draw design onto potato. 

3. Ask an adult to cut around the pencil outline. 

4. Place a thin layer of paint in tray or paper plate. 

5. Press potato design into paint and firmly press onto paper. 

Coloring the potato design with a marker works as well, but it produces a lighter effect. 



Make Your Own Play Dough 



Scented Play Dough 

3 cups flour 

Vi cup salt 

2 packages unsweetened powered 

drink mix, any flavor 



2 cups boiling water 



1 . In a large bowl, mix flour, salt, and powdered drink mix. Add boiling water. 

2. Mix until a ball forms. Add food coloring and continue mixing. 

3. Remove dough from bowl onto a floured surface. 

4. Knead until smooth. Add flour as needed. 

5. Store in an airtight container. 



Colored Play Dough 

1 cup water 

1 tablespoon vegetable oil 

Vi cup salt 



1 tablespoon cream of tartar 
Food coloring 
1 cup flour 



1. Combine water, oil, salt, cream of tartar, and food coloring in a large saucepan. 

2. Heat on medium-high heat until just about boiling. 

3. Remove from heat and add flour. 

4. Stir until a dough ball forms, then remove from pan and knead until smooth. 
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high school mr LINKS 



Use this list of resources, full of different art project ideas for high school 
students, to extend your studies. 

http://www.princetonolxom/groups/iad/lessons/hiqh/hiqhlessons.html 

http://www.lessonplanspaqe.com/ArtJH.htm 

http://www.paservicelearninq.org/Project Ideas/Art.html 

http://www.qeocities.com/theartkids/hslessons.html 

http://kozmicdreams.com/artplans.htm 

Timelines 

http://arthistory.about.com^ 
www.metmuseum.orq%2Ftoah%2Fsplash.htm 

http://www.alifetimeofcolor.com/study/timeline.html 

General Art History 

http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks5.html#19century 
http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTH20thcentury.html 
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TANGfcAflAS 



Tangrams are ancient Chinese puzzles made up of seven puzzle pieces. You use the puzzle pieces to try to 
recreate patterns found on pattern cards, following several rules: 

1. All of the pieces must be used. 

2. All pieces must be laid flat, touching. 

3. None of the pieces may overlap. 

You'd think that a puzzle that only has seven pieces would be very simple to figure out, but some of them 
are very tricky! Color your own tangram puzzles pieces and then go to these websites to test your ability 
with the patterns: 
http://tangrams.ca/puzzles/puzzles.htm 

http://www.funorama.com/sheetl.html 

http://www.funorama.com/sheet2.html 

These next two can be played entirely online: 

http://www.gieson.com/Library/proiects/games/matter/ 

http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/games/area/tangram.html 
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TANGRAWl PUZZLE 



Color and cut out the puzzle pieces. See how many different puzzles you can solve using 
the websites mentioned above. 
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PATTERN BLOCKS 



Pattern blocks are used to practice geometry and to learn about fractions. The blocks use six basic shapes: 
square, triangle, rhombus, parallelogram, trapezoid and hexagon. You can use these shapes to make pictures, 
following the patterns on the page, or you can come up with your own designs. Go to archytech.org to play 
with some online pattern blocks. Also, look in the coloring pages section to color your own small set of pattern 
blocks and use them to create your own beautiful designs! 



















Drawings by Stephanie Ruby 
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kNmiNG MATHEMATICS 
P0m> SEARCH 

ERELURZEFHQEZQ 
ERMLKMFIXVWSSZ 
NOITACILPITLUM 
YNIPRCSVIAYASB 
ISVASLQBQDBMUA 
KHVTMOSTDDNINV 
KAUTACBIUISCDX 
XPPERKYMHTOEIA 
HEGRGKJERITDAN 
VSMNNZQDEOAQLV 
RVDSAWTRINLRVY 
NBYGTVMSOTWJIO 
JNFRACTIONSNJI 
GUKODUSKBAFBAS 



addition 

clock 

decimals 

fractions 

multiplication 

patterns 



ruler 

shapes 

sudoku 

sundial 

tangrams 

time 



This puzzle was created at www.puzzle-maker.com 
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D 



enny; penny, enstty spent 



Gopp-er""farnwn""-on-d""wnrtfi""one-""C-ent 




Nickel; nickel; thick an d fat, 



Yoore worth five: f know tfi at. 




^imeydtme, little and thin, 



remember— yoore worth ten 
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wo caps make a pint 



And""two"p-fnts""m-cdce""a""-qn-ort 



^otyoo'l} never get a gallon 



^Z 



ntess your add tear gaarts. 




ie big hand is busy; 



St the small hand has power: 



ie targe one connts the minntes, 



-^nt the little one names the hour 
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Amusing Mathematics Word Search 

ERELURZEFHQEZQ 
ERMLKMFIXVW|SZ 



Y 


N 


I P 


I 




V A 


K 




V T 


K 




U T 


X 




P E 


H 
V 




G | 

M N 


R 


V 


D S 



R C S V I A Y 

S L Q B Q D B 

| \D S | D D N 

A C B I U I S 

R K Y I : H T 

G K J | R I T 

M Z Q D E A Q 



B 
A 
V 
X 
A 
N 
V 



AWTRINLRVY 



NBYGTVMSOTWJIO 



JNFRACTIONSNJI 



GUKODUSKBAFBAS 



addition 

clock 

decimals 

fractions 

lultiplication 



ruler 



sudoku 



This puzzle was created at www.puzzle-maker.com 
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Science Activities 

Science and art blend in many ways. Both disciplines involve experimenting. 
Scientists use the scientific method to observe what will happen when variables are 
changed or kept the same. An artist may experiment with different media, lighting, 
color, etc., to create a new work. 

In addition, artists often obtain inspiration by observing nature or from the results 
of scientific exploration. In 2001, an artist named Pamela Bannos and an 
astrophysicist, Farhad Zadeh, jointly presented an exhibit called "Imaging and 
Imagining Space" at Northwestern University as part of a program sponsored by 
the Art Institute of Chicago. 

Both used images taken from optical, X-ray, and radio telescopes to create their 
art. Dr. Zadeh ran the images through a computer to produce photographs. Pamela 
Bannos created artistic photographs from the real photographs by using a projector, 
enlarger, glass, petroleum jelly, and spray paint. The images "painted" by Pamela 
Bannos appeared so realistic that an astronomer viewing the exhibit thought one of 
her paintings was a real photograph of the remnants of a supernova! For more 
information on this exhibit and to view some photographs from the exhibit, visit 
http ://www. artic . edu/aic/students/sciarttech/2f 1 .html . What a fun way to learn 
about the solar system! 

Art and science come together in other ways. Art experts also use scientific 
methods to authenticate paintings, determine the rate of deterioration, and identify 
the best ways to preserve a piece of art. 

The Color Wheel 

To make beautiful art, an artist must be able to create just the right color for his 
purposes. All colors are derived from three primary colors: red, blue, and yellow. 
By mixing different combinations of these colors, an artist can create any color he 
needs. A color wheel helps artists know how to think about color. 

The kidzone website has some great information about the color wheel and how to 
mix primary colors to create new colors. Print out a cool, color wheel worksheet 
and scroll to the bottom of the page for instructions on performing a rainbow 
experiment . 
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Fill in the Story 

Using the vocabulary words below, fill in the blanks in the story. 



honor 


painter 


portrait 


print 


landscape 


illustrators 


story 


comic 


characters 


computer 


software 


designers 


artists 


imagination 


medium 


commercial 



There are many different types of . Artists can work with any kind of 

art , such as oil paints, acrylics, watercolors, and clay, just to name a 

few! 

An artist who paints is called a . A painter can paint a beautiful picture of 

a river. This type of painting is called a . A painting of a 

person is called a . 

A artist produces artwork for print media and consumer-driven 

art entertainment. Newspapers are an example of media._What is 

an example of consumer-driven art entertainment? You're right — 
strips ! 



Children's book 



illustrator will bring the 



create pictures to accompany a 
to life on paper. 



.An 



Graphic 



create artwork on the computer. A graphic artist's 

and are essential art tools. 



One thing that all artists have in common is a wonderful, God-given 

. Artists have a great opportunity to touch people's lives and 

bring glory and to God through their artwork. 
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CL 



andwriting Practice 



Trace the word. Then write the word three more times on the lines. 



' i 






' I 
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\-- 1 1 —i- — i- 



V • I I V • I L_ 



i ^ 



\-~7 T*-**-!- 
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c/vrd'Anriy 




PHWmh 




-tpA/mv 





www.TheHomeSchoolMagazine.com 



HOMESCHOOL 101 - DIGITAL SUPPLEMENT BONUS PAGES 
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Standby Games 
Crayon Drop 

Materials: 

• Large, empty coffee cans with lids, or empty cups 

• Crayons 

Cut a hole in the lid large enough for the crayon to go through, or place a cup on 
the floor between the child's feet. The child holds a crayon about the height of his 
nose, and he tries to drop it into a plastic cup or the hole in the can sitting at his 
feet. The child that gets the most crayons in the container wins. 

The Work of Art Caper 

Before the celebration, prepare clues to lead guests to find a hidden masterpiece 
work of art. Choose one of the art pieces from your gallery, and hide it somewhere 
for the children to find by following the clues you have created. 

Variation: If you have time beforehand, using a computer graphic program, make 
several copies of the selected "masterpiece," but add something that doesn't belong 
in the picture to all but one of the images before printing. Prepare your clues to 
lead the children to the various copies of the "masterpiece." After they have found 
all the copies, let them do a bit of detective work to determine which copies are the 
forgeries and which is the real masterpiece. 

Decorations 

In addition to works of art prints hung around your home, you may want to borrow 
art print books from the library and set them out at various locations. You will 
want to be sure to preview the books before setting them out to be sure the artwork 
is appropriate for unsupervised viewing. 

Rainbow-colored balloons and streamers hung from the ceiling add to the festive 
feel of your celebration. 

Use a plain, white paper tablecloth and scatter crayons, markers, and rubber stamps 
on the table for children to use to decorate the tablecloth. 
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Arrange art supplies in a basket for a centerpiece. 

Use pages from old coloring books as placemats that children can color. 

Use party ware in mix-and-don't-match colors. This is a great way to use leftover 
party plates and napkins. 

Food Ideas 

Paint Palette Cake 

Bake two 9" round cakes. Stack the cakes on top of each other 

using white frosting to join layers. With a knife, cut the edge of 

the cake to look like a paint palette. Using a P/S-inch cookie 

cutter, cut a "thumbhole." Frost the entire cake white. Using 

various colors of frosting or gel icing, create paint circles 

around the edges of the "palette." To make a "paint brush," 

wrap a piece of fruit leather around the end of a licorice twist, 

and then fringe the edges of the fruit leather with scissors. (You may want to make 

several of these fruit leather/licorice paintbrushes, one for each guest.) 

Rainbow Cake 




Bake a 13"x9" cake. First frost the entire cake with 
white frosting, and then, arrange various-colored jelly 
beans to create a rainbow. Add mini marshmallows to 
the ends of the rainbow to create clouds. 

Colorful cake batter variations: 











V J 











By adding sprinkles to a white cake batter before baking, you can create a colorful 
cake. 

Separate white cake batter into 4 bowls. Tint the batter with food coloring. Layer 
your colored batter into your pans. Do not mix the batter in the pan. Bake as 
directed. 
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Fill in the Story Answers 

There are many different types of artists. Artists can work with any kind of art 
medium, such as oil paints, acrylics, watercolors, and clay, just to name a few! 

An artist who paints is called a painter. A painter can paint a beautiful picture of a 
river. This type of painting is called a landscape. A painting of a person is called a 
portrait. 

A commercial artist produces artwork for print media and consumer-driven art 
entertainment. Newspapers are an example of print media. What is an example of 
consumer-driven art entertainment? You're right, comic strips! 

Children's book illustrators create pictures to accompany a story. An illustrator 
will bring the characters to life on paper. 

Graphic designers create artwork on the computer. A graphic artist's computer and 
software are essential art tools. 

One thing that all artists have in common is a wonderful, God-given imagination. 
Artists have a great opportunity to touch people's lives and bring glory and honor 
to God through their artwork. 
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IT'S KN EXTREME ^ORI-0 



Wow! Have you ever thought about how different one part of the world can be from 
another? God created an amazing world that has so many wonderful variations! Do you 
know where the highest point on Earth is? Or, the place with the highest temperature? 
How about the place with the most rain? Let's take a closer look at all of the awesome 
extremes that God gave us. 

Highest and Lowest Points in the World 

Mount Everest is the highest place in the world. Its peak sits over 29,000 feet above sea 
level. Mount Everest, part of the Himalaya range, is located on the border of Nepal and 
Tibet. People from all over the world come to Mount Everest every year to attempt to 
reach the top of the mountain, with approximately 150 people making it to the summit 
every year. Check out these photos of Mount Everest . 

To contrast, the lowest elevation in the world (on dry land) is on the banks of the Dead 
Sea. Those banks sit 1,378 feet below sea level in Israel. It is called the "Dead" Sea 
because it has such a high concentration of salt (roughly thirty percent) that it was 
believed that plants and animals couldn't live in the water. In the early 1900s it was 
found that only microorganisms can live in the Dead Sea. The high salt levels allow for 
effortless floating, which is what many tourists do while visiting the Dead Sea. 

Hottest and Coldest Places on Earth 

The highest temperature ever recorded was in El Aziza, Libya in 1922. On September 
12 th of that year, the thermometer reached 136° Fahrenheit! Libya is located in the 
northwest region of Africa. Play this game and see how many countries in Africa you 
can identify! 

The coldest temperature ever recorded was -129° Fahrenheit on July 21 st , 1983 in 
Antarctica. Whenever you see pictures of Antarctica, does it look like it snows a lot 
there? Antarctica actually only gets an average of 2 inches of snow per year, but 
because the temperature is usually so low, the ground is always frozen and doesn't 
allow a lot of melting to happen. 

Most and Least Rainfall 

Cherrapunjee, India gets an astounding average of 500 inches of rain each year! This 
region gets very strong monsoons which bring in such a large amount of rain. Most 
areas that have monsoons have several months with the strong rainstorms, and then 
the winds change and the rain dries up. This is not the way it is in Cherrapunjee, as they 
receive the southwest and northeast monsoons, which will cause them to have one long 
monsoon season. 
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Aswan, Egypt probably wishes that it could have a bit of Cherrapunjee's rain, as they 
only average about .02 inches of rain every year. It can literally be years between 
rainstorms in Aswan. Some families don't even bother to put roofs on their entire 
houses, because they get so little rain there. The city sits on the east bank of the Nile 
River, and is said to be a very beautiful city. 



Let's Take a Trip Around The World 

If you could go anywhere in the world, what would you want to see? Here are some 
places you just can't miss! 



The Wailing Wall 

Petra 

The Roman Coliseum 

The Great Wall of China 

The Grand Canyon 

The Maya Ruins 

The Great Barrier Reef 

The Forbidden City 

The Eiffel Tower 



The Taj Mahal 

The Empire State Building 

Machu Picchu 

Angel Falls 

The South Pole 

A Safari in Africa 

The Valley of the Kings 

The Sphinx 

The Sydney Opera House 
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VOCABULARY MATCH-UP 



Antarctica 29,000 The Dead Sea 

500 Aswan, Egypt Mandarin Chinese 

196 pen pal 2,400 



Microorganisms are the only living creatures in 



sits on the east bank of the Nile River. 



The place in the world that has the coldest temperature ever recorded 



is 



Mount Everest is more than 



feet above sea level. 



million people do not have a Bible written in their own language. 



is a friend that you write letters to. 



Cherrapunjee, India gets an average of. 
More people speak 



inches of rain every year. 



than any other language in the world. 



9) The Bible has been translated, in whole or in part, into 



different 



languages. 
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Asi 



sia 



he wortcTs tattest moontain 



Mt -F 



veres 



and the world's lowest point, foondi 



id 



the""Bead""Sea;""cn^e""fa-nth""tn""A^i-a;""the 



ptanets largest continent: 



Land Size: 

Population: 

Population Density: 



Number of Countries: 

Largest Country: 

Smallest Country: 

Highest Point: 

Lowest Point: 



Longest River: 

Largest Lake: 

Other Interesting Fact: 



Fast Facts 
Asia 




©2008 Virginia Donahue 
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North America 



ne continent of North ATrierica 



includes three of the ^ fargest coontries, 



G-anada;-"Meyfcn""-and""the""yntted""States 



and the world's largest island; Greenlanc 



Land Size: 

Population: 

Population Density: 



Number of Countries: 

Largest Country: 

Smallest Country: 

Highest Point: 

Lowest Point: 



Longest River: 

Largest Lake: 

Other Interesting Fact: 



Fast Facts 
North America 
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CONTINENTAL FAST FACTS 



Continent: 


Number 

of 
countries 


Land size 


Population 


Population 
Density 


Largest Country 


Smallest 
Country 


Europe 


47 


3,930,000 sq mi 
{10,130,000 km 2 ) 


7sg,ooo,ooo 


70/km 2 
(181/sqmi) 


European Russia 

1,527,341 sqmi 

(3,955,818 sq km) 


Vatican City 
.17 sqmi 
(,44 km a ) 


North America 


23 


9,540,000 sq mi, 
(24,709,000 km E ) 


523,736,000 


54.9/sq mi 
(21.2.'fcm z ) 


Canada 
3,851,817 sq mi. 
(9,976,139 km 2 ) 


Grenada 
131 sqmi 
(340 km a ) 


South America 


12 


6,890.000 sq mi 
(1 7,840,000 km*) 


382,000,000 


73/ sqmi 
(21.4 per km*) 


Brazil 
3.286,472 sq mi 
(6,511,970 km 2 ) 


Surinam e 
63,251 sq mi 
(163,821 km a l 


Africa 


53 


1 1,668.599 sq in 
(30,221 ,532km £ ) 


922,011.000 


abou<80vsqmi 
(3Q.5i.ftm 2 ) 


Sudan 

967,493 sq mi 

(2,505,510 km*) 


Seychelles 
108 sq mi 
(2B0 km*) 


Asia 


37 


16,91 5,360 &q mi, 
(43,810,582 km*) 


4,0*0,404.193 


89.07/hm E 
(230J)/sqmi) 


Asia(fC Russia 
5,065,471 sqmi 
(13,119,582 km 2 ) 


Maldives 
116 sq mi 

P00 km 2 ) 


Oceania 


14 


3,473. 1 85 sq mi 
(9,008.458 km^ 


32,000,000 


7/sq mi 
(3/ km 2 ] 


Australia 
a-,%7,893 sq mi 
(7,6£6,S50 km=) 


Nauru 

8 sqmi 

(21 km a ) 


Antarctica 




5.405.430 sq mi 
(14,000,000 km*) 


Permanent-0 

no/i-permanenT- 

1000 









Continent: 


Largest Lake 


Longest River 


Highest Point 


Lowest Point 


Europe 


Ladoga 

European Russia 

7J00sq mi (18.390 km^ 


Votga 

European Russia, 

2,290 mi. (3.688 km) 


El 1 bw s, Caucasus Wis. 
European Russia 
18,150Ft (5,642m) 


Volga Delta, Caspian Sea, 

European Russia 
92 tt (29km) below sea levet 


North America 


Lake Superior 

Canada/USA 

52,140 Sqmi (63,270 km a ) 


Mississippi-Missouri Riwr, 

USA 

3.740 mi (6019 km) 


Denali 

(formerly ML McKinley) 

Alaska, USA 

20,322 fl (6,194 km) 


Death VaNey 

California, USA 

262 It (86m) below see tevel 


South America 


Lake Tltic&ta 

Bolivia/Peru 

3,220 sqmi (8340 km a ) 


Amazon 

Brazil 

4,050 miles (651 6 km) 


Cerro Aconcagua, 

Argentina 
22.S33 ft (6959 m) 


Peninsula Valdes, 

Argentina, 

131 ft (40m) below sea fevel 


Africa 


Lake Victoria 
26.560 sq mi (68.880 km*) 


Nile 

Uganda/Sudan/Egypt 

4,160 mi (6695 km) 


Kilimanjaro 

Tanzania 

19 r 341ft(5 ? B95m) 


Lac 1 Assat 

Dijbouli 

512 fl (156m) below sea fevel 


Asia 


Caspian Sea 
143,205 sqmi 
(37t,0O0krtf) 


Yanglzc 

China 

3,965 mi (6380 km) 


Mt. Everest 

Nepal 

£9,030(1 (3,8*3 m) 


Turpan Hami (Turian Basin) 

China 
505 ll (i54rn) below sea level 


Australia/Oceania 


Lake Eyre 

Australia 

3700 sq mi (§563 km*} 


Murray-Darting 

Australia 

2330 mi (3,750 km) 


Mt. Wilhelm 
Papua New Guinea 
14,794(1 (4,509 m) 


Lake Eyje 

Australia 

52 ft (1 6m) below sea level 


Antarctica 






Vinson Massif 
16,066 tt.(4 ; 897 m} 


BonUcy Sub-qlacial Trench 
8333 ft (2,555 m) belawsea 
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answer <reys 



Vocabulary Match-Up 

Antarctica 29,000 The Dead Sea 

500 Aswan, Egypt Mandarin Chinese 

196 pen pal 2,400 



Microorganisms are the only living creatures in The Dead Sea . 

Aswan, Egypt sits on the east bank of the Nile River. 

The place in the world that has the coldest temperature ever recorded is 



Antarctica. 



Mount Everest is more than 29,000 feet above sea level. 



196 million people do not have a Bible written in their own language. 



A pen pal is a friend that you write letters to. 



Cherrapunjee, India gets an average o f 500 inches of rain every year. 
More people speak Mandarin Chinese than any other language in the world. 
The Bible has been translated, in whole or in part, into 2,400 different languages. 
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FAMOUS COMPOSERS 



Do you know what the word composer means? A composer is someone who writes 
music. Sometimes a composer writes the music for someone else to play and/or sing, 
and sometimes the composer performs the music that he or she writes. Let's learn a 
little about a few of the most famous composers of all time. 

Johann Sebastian Bach 

Bach was born March 21st, 1685 in Eisenach, Germany. He was the youngest of eight 
children. His father taught him to play the violin and the harpsichord while he was very 
young. Bach was just nine years old when his parents died, and he went to live with his 
oldest brother, Johann Christoph. His brother taught him to play the organ and helped 
him to learn to compose. Most people know of Bach as a famous composer, but during 
his lifetime he was actually better known for his ability to play the organ. His musical 
style was actually considered "old fashioned". It wasn't until long after he had passed 
away that people began to understand that he was, indeed, a brilliant composer. Some 
of his most famous works include The Brandenburg Concertos, Air on a G String, and 
Fugue in D minor. What do you think of his Preludium ? And here is a place to listen to 
Brandenburg Concerto No 2 . 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

No one really knows exactly when Beethoven was born, but it is most widely believed to 
have been December 16th, 1770 in Bonn, Germany. Just like Johann Sebastian Bach, 
Beethoven's first teacher was his father. He began performing in public at the age of 
seven, and could play not only the piano, but also the organ and viola. When Beethoven 
was about twenty-six years old, he began to lose his hearing. Even without being able to 
hear, he could still compose music by using a rod attached to the soundboard on a 
piano. By biting this rod, he could feel the vibrations and know what he was playing. 
Amazingly, he composed some of his most famous pieces after losing his hearing, 
including Fur Elise, Moonlight Sonata, and Symphony No. 5. Listen to his Moonlight 
Sonata . Do you recognize Fur Elise ? 

Fryderyk Franciszek Chopin 

Chopin was born in 1810 (sources can't agree on the exact date) in Zelazowa Wola, 
Poland. His first piano lessons came from his older sister, even though his mother played 
the piano and gave lessons to other children. He was a child prodigy, having composed 
two pieces by the time he was seven years old. At the age of six, his parents hired a 
professional tutor to teach him the piano. By the time he was twelve years old, his 
ability on the piano had become much greater than the ability of his teacher, so he was 
forced to find a new instructor. Because of his amazing talent at such a young age, he 
was often compared to Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Fantaisie-lmpromtu and the Minute 
Waltz are two of his most famous works. Click here to listen to his Nocturne in E Flat . 
And here is a link to listen to both his Funeral March and his Minute Waltz. 
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Johann Chrysostom Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born January 27th, 1756 in 
Salzburg, Austria. His genius became apparent at a very early age, as his father began 
teaching him to play the keyboard when he was only four years old. By the time Mozart 
was six years old, he and his older sister were performing concerts across Europe. In his 
lifetime, Mozart composed enough music that if you played every song, one right after 
another, it would take you more than eight days to play all of his works. Many people 
have heard music composed by Mozart, even if they don't realize it. For example, one of 
Mozart's most famous works, Eine Kleine Nachtmuzik, was used in an old ad for Looney 
Toons. That same song was used in the original Batman movie, and in Daddy Day Care. 
Another very popular piece by Mozart is Requiem, which most people are able to 
recognize when they hear it. I'd think that you have even heard his Piano Sonata No. 11 . 
Mozart also wrote a few variations on a song that you probably know quite well, 
Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. 

Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky 

Tchaikovsky was born May 7 th , 1840, in Votkinsk, Russia. He began taking piano lessons 
at the age of five and could read music better than his teacher within three years. His 
parents didn't encourage him to continue to play the piano. Instead, they sent him to a 
boarding school to focus on a future career as a civil servant. After his mother's death 
when he was just fourteen years old, Tchaikovsky turned back to his music and began to 
compose. He has written some of the most well known ballet music, including his very 
first ballet, Swan Lake, and Sleeping Beauty. Possibly the best known of all of his ballets, 
though, is The Nutcracker. Here is his Waltz of the Reed Pipes from The Nutcracker. 
Listen to Tchaikovsky's Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies . 
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PHBRB DO THE INSTRUMENTS BBL0N&? 






Go to http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/orchestra.asp to learn about the 
instrumental sections of the Orchestra. Quiz yourself with this chart by labeling each 
section of the Orchestra. 
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Date: 



order to create ""there most be 



n 



m 






p otent than love V^ 



Cgirtfi ^atc: 



^TXationafit^: 



instruments ^Pfa^ecf: 



Igor 3tra vinsfy/ 




interesting ^acts: 



q>at(t : 



QJype of ^Mjisic: 



^ajor C om P os itions: 
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Out of This WotUI 

Look up at the sky tonight after the Sun has set, and what will you see? Yes, stars, the moon, 
perhaps even a planet. We are taking a look at astronomy today. Have you ever heard of that word? 
Astronomy is the study of anything outside of the Earth's atmosphere or in space. What exactly does 
this include? Let's take a closer look at astronomy and learn more about how we fit into this vast 
universe that God created. 

(Parents, some of the links provided do link to secular views on the way that the universe came 
about. These are provided so that children can see all the arguments and better understand how to 
refute any views that your family does not agree with.) 



Stars 



What Is a Star? 

When you look at the night sky, you will see more stars than anything else. You see them every night 
(and even during the day), but do you really understand what a star is? 

A star is made up of a variety of gases, but the majority of a star's makeup is hydrogen and helium. A 
star puts out its own light, and some are brighter than others. Stars have very high temperatures and 
vary in color depending on these temperatures. It can be very difficult to see these different colors 
with just the naked eye, but if you try hard (or if you have a telescope), you may be able to see them. 

Check out the chart below. The chart details which temperatures produce which color star. The 
temperatures are all measured on the Kelvin (K) scale . To find out more about the colors and 
temperatures of stars, check out Kids Astronomy . 



Class 


Temperature (K) 


Color 





30,000-60,000 


blue 


B 


10,000-30,000 


blue-white 


A 


7,500-10,000 


white 


F 


6,000-7,500 


white 


G 


5,000-6,000 


yellow-white 


K 


3,500-5,000 


orange 


M 


2,000-3,000 


red 
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What Is a Constellation? 

When you have a group of stars together, they sometimes appear to form a pattern, or picture. 
This pattern is called a constellation . There are a total of eighty-eight constellations . As the seasons 
change, the constellations appear in different positions in the night sky. This is caused by the 
revolution of the Earth around the Sun; as the Earth moves along its orbit around the Sun, you see a 
slightly different view of the night sky . Also, where you live determines what your night sky will look 
like. The northern hemisphere and the southern hemisphere will see the stars and constellations 
from different viewpoints. If you use a star chart you can find all of the constellations a little more 
easily. 

Go to this website to see real photos of the constellations. 

The Sun 

The star that you are probably most familiar with is the star that is closest to us — the Sun . The Sun sits 
at the center of our solar system and is a star that we see during the day, rather than at night. 

Unlike the Earth, you cannot walk on the surface of the Sun for a variety of reasons. One of those 
reasons is that the Sun is not solid. Like all other stars, the Sun is a huge ball of gassesand has no 
solid surface at all. Another reason that you would not be able to walk on the surface of the Sun is 
the temperature — it's HOT! In some places the temperature of the Sun can reach 10,000 on the Kelvin 
scale. 
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Planets 

Planets are not all made equally and are comprised of a variety of materials. Mercury, Venus, Earth, 
Pluto (a dwarf planet) and Mars are all made up of rock. The rock has minerals and metals in it, such 
as feldspars, aluminum, and magnesium. 

The other planets are actually made of gasses and other non-solid material, such as water. These 
planets, like stars, are not solid, so you could not walk across them. Unlike the stars, though, planets 
do not put off their own light, but require light from the Sun reflecting off of them in order to be 
visible to us here on Earth. 

Write a couple of paragraphs describing what it would be like to live on a faraway planet. Which 
would you choose, and why? 

The Order of the Planets 

It can be difficult to remember the order of the planets, so a lot of people use a mnemonic device to 
help them remember. A mnemonic device is a little trick to help jog your memory. For example, one 
such memory trick for the planets is to remember that My Very Educated Mother Just Served Us 
Nine Pizzas. See, the first letter of each word will remind you of a planet that begins with the same 
letter: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. 

Can you come up with a different mnemonic device to help you remember the planets? 

Sizes 

The planets all have vastly different sizes . The biggest, Jupiter, is two-and-a-half times bigger than 
all of the other planets in the solar system combined! Jupiter, with a diameter of 88,846 miles, is big 
enough to fit 1,300 Earths inside of it. In contrast is Pluto, which was renamed a "dwarf planet " in 
2006. Pluto only has an estimated diameter of about 1,400 miles. 

From smallest to biggest 1 : 

Pluto: 1,400 miles in diameter 

Mercury: 3,032 miles in diameter 

Mars: 4,214 miles in diameter 

Venus: 7,520 miles in diameter 

Earth: 8,000 miles in diameter 

Neptune: 30,755 miles in diameter 

Uranus: 31,763 miles in diameter 

Saturn: 74,900 miles in diameter 

Jupiter: 88,846 miles in diameter 



1 Sizes given are approximate. 
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Temperatures 

Can you guess which planets are more likely to have higher temperatures ? And can you guess why? 
That's right — the planets that are closer to the Sun are more likely to have higher temperatures than 
the planets that are farther away. 

They don't all follow that rule, though. The planet closest to the Sun is Mercury, but Venus 
actually has a higher temperature than Mercury. The reason is that Venus has a thick, more dense 
atmosphere . The thick atmosphere allows for heat from the Sun to become trapped, thus causing the 
temperatures to rise. 

Rings 

Four planets — Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune — have rings around them. The rings are caused 
by cosmic dust and other particles orbiting around a planet. Saturn's rings are the most notable and 
impressive of all of the rings. 

Look at these pages to see the rings of Jupiter, Uranus, and Neptune . 

Fun Planet Facts 

• Uranus orbits on its side. 

• Venus is the solar system's brightest planet. 

• Earth is 75% covered by water. 

• Even though Saturn is the second-largest planet, it is also the lightest planet. Saturn could 
even float in water — not that you could find a pool big enough to hold it! 

• Since Neptune was discovered in 1 846, it has not yet made one full orbit around the Sun. It 
will take a total of 1 65 Earth years for Neptune to go all the way around the Sun. 

• Our dwarf planet, Pluto, comes in towards the Sun sometimes, and actually gets closer to the 
Sun than Neptune. From January of 1 979 until February of 1 999, the order of the planets was 
slightly different, because Pluto had moved in closer to the Sun. Perhaps you should try to 
create a mnemonic device for that. 

• For more fun facts, check out this website ! 
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Moons 

Moons are considered natural satellites . You know that we, here on Earth, have a moon that orbits 
our planet, but did you know that other planets also have moons? 

According to Webster's Online Dictionary : 



Orbit 



Noun 



1 . The (usually elliptical) path described by one celestial body in its revolution about another; 
"he plotted the orbit of the moon". 

Verb 

1. Move in an orbit, as of celestial bodies: "The moon orbits around the Earth"; "The planets are 
orbiting the Sun". 

Mercury and Venus are the only two planets that do not have any moon at all. The largest planet in 
the solar system, Jupiter, has the most moons . Jupiter is known to have at least sixty moons. Saturn 
isn't too far behind, though, with at least fifty-three moons of its own. 

Learn more about moons by visiting SPACE.com . 
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Solar System 



All of the things we have talked about so far make up a part of our solar system; these are not the 
only things that make up the solar system, though. Besides the Sun, the planets, and the moons, a 
solar system is made up of meteoroids, asteroid belts, and more. Essentially, anything that orbits our 
Sun is a part of our solar system . 

Let's look at the asteroid belt . This is a large number of rock fragments that orbit the Sun. The belt 
sits between two planets — Mars and Jupiter. This is not the only place to find asteroids in our solar 
system, but it is where you will find the most asteroids. Sometimes an asteroid will get pulled by 
the gravity of a planet and will then begin to orbit that planet. When this happens, it can become a 
satellite, or moon, of that planet . 

Meteors are the streak of light that you see when a meteoroid enters Earth's atmosphere and burns. A 
meteoroid is debris floating around in our solar system. It can be very tiny (the size of a grain of sand), 
very large (boulder-sized), or any size in between. If the meteoroid reaches the ground, the name 
changes again — this time it is called a meteorite. 
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Galaxy 



According to NASA, a galaxy is a group of stars, dust, and gas held together by gravity. You can 
have billions of stars in one galaxy, and some scientists think that there are billions of galaxies in 
the universe. The universe is literally everything. The universe holds our planet, our solar system, our 
galaxy, all of the other galaxies, and anything else that could possibly be out in that vast area called 
space. 

The galaxy that our solar system is in is called the Milky Way . The Milky Way is a spiral galaxy, meaning 
that it has arms that spiral in toward the bulge in the center of the galaxy. 

Most galaxies fall under two different types, the spiral galaxy being one of those types. The other 
main type of galaxy is the elliptical galaxy . Check out this site to see photos of elliptical galaxies. 

When looking online, you can find some websites that say there are three types of galaxies, while 
others may say four (or more) types. According to the NASA website, there is one other type of 
galaxy, and that is an irregular galaxy . These galaxies do not have a regular, defined shape. 
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Fill m the BknKs 



1 . A star puts out its own 



2. There are four planets with rings: 



_, and 



3. The temperature of a star is measured on the 



scale. 



4. The largest planet is 



5. The color of a star that is between 3,500K and 5,000K will be 



is the closest planet to the Sun. 



7. Most galaxies are either. 



or 



in shape. 



8. The asteroid belt sits between the planets 



and 



9. If a meteoroid reaches the ground, it is then called a 



10. 



is the fifth-largest planet. 
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3 


















4 




















5 













6 

7 



ACROSS 

3 A device can help 

you to remember the order of the 
planets in the solar system. 

5 The Milky Way is a 

galaxy. 

7 It takes 165 

"Earth years" to go all the way 
around the sun. 

8 Pluto used to be classified as a 
planet, but is now known as a 
planet. 

9 has the most 

impressive rings of all of the 
planets. 



DOWN 

1 The planet with the highest 
temperature is 

2 There are a total of eighty-eight 



4 A is a group of 

stars, dust, and gas held together 

by gravity. 
6 Hydrogen and are 

the two main types of gasses that 

make up a star. 



Created with www.Puzzle-Maker.com 
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Lawbook Beginnings 

Lapbooking is a fun way to ensure that your children are really learning the material they are 
studying. The lapbooking activities we include here are just meant to provide a "jumping-off point" 
for your family to start with. Be sure to visit the links below for more ideas and helps in building your 
lapbook. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zb81qlxhpk 

http://www.homeschoolingonashoestring.com/lapbooks.html 

http://www.lapbookladies.com/what is a Ib.htm 

http://www.homeschoolshare.com/lapbooking resources.php 

http://www.lapbooklessons.com 

http://www.handsofachild.com/shop 
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Planets orbit around the Sun. 
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And God called the fight Bay; and the 



darkness he called Night: And the 



evening and the morning were the firs^ 



aay. 



And God said 3 tet there be 
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d let it divide the waters from the 
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High School Expansion 



Astronomy 



Definition 



What is astronomy? According to Noah Webster's American Dictionary of the English Language, 1828, 
astronomy is: 

The science which teaches the knowledge of the celestial bodies, their magnitudes, 
motions, distances, periods of revolution, aspects, eclipses, order &c. This science 
depends on observations, made chiefly with instruments, and upon mathematical 
calculations. 



Astronomers in History 

Who were some of the men providentially used by God to advance knowledge of His universe? Check 
out the links below and answer the Astronomers in History Questions. 

Nicolaus Coperfi/cu5- http://www.christianitytoday.com/tc/2001/marapr/1 3.1 5.html 

Galileo Galilei- http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/131christians/scholarsandscientists/galileo. 
html 

Isaac /Vei^fofi- http://creation.com/sir-isaac-newton-1 642-1 727 

Astronomers in History Questions 

1 . Put these 3 men on a historical timeline . 

2. What is the Copernican system? 

3. How did Galileo confirm heliocentric theory? 

4. Discuss the following quotes: 

a. " . . . loving duty to seek the truth in all things, in so far as God has granted that to 
human reason."-Nicolaus Copernicus 

b. "God is known by nature in his works, and by doctrine in his revealed Word. 77 

-Galileo Galilei 

c. "This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets could only proceed from 
the counsel and dominion of an intelligent Being . . .This Being governs all things, 
not as the soul of the world, but as Lord over all; and on account of his dominion he 
is wont to be called lord God 7 navTOKpaiwp [Pantokrator cf. 2 Corinthians 6:1 8], or 
'Universal Ruler 7 . . .The Supreme God is a Being eternal, infinite, absolutely perfect."- 
Isaac Newton 
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1. light 

2. Saturn, Jupiter, Uranus, 
Neptune 

3. Kelvin 



Answer Keys 

Fill in the Blank 

4. Jupiter 

5. orange 

6. Mercury 

7. spiral, elliptical 



8. Mars, Jupiter 

9. meteorite 
10. Earth 



Word Scramble 



1. planet 


5. star 


2. solar system 


6. moon 


3. dwarf 


7. satellite 


4. meteor 


8. Uranus 



9. diameter 
10. Sun 



Word Search 
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Crossword Puzzle 
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a. Milky Way 

b. rings of Saturn 



Rebus Puzzles 



Astronomers in History 



1 . Nicolaus Copernicus, 1 473-1 543; Galileo Galilei, 1 564-1 642; Isaac Newton, 1 642-1 727. 

2. The Copernican system showed the Earth and planets circling the Sun. It takes the Earth one year 
to orbit the Sun. 

3. Galileo designed his own telescope, based on the published work of others, and he observed the 

". . . moon was not a smooth sphere, that Jupiter had moons, and that Venus had phases, indicating 
it orbited the Sun." 

4. So much can be discussed from these quotes, including that we have a duty to seek God's truth in 
all things; we can know the Creator of the universe by observing His creation; and we know there is 
one Universal Ruler over all by the beautiful system He has put in place. 
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High School Word Search 
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A 



Introduction 

t first Andrew didn't want to take your Career Exploration class, but it 
turned out to be one of his favorites/' the enthusiastic mother told me. 



I had just completed a semester-long class for eighth-twelfth graders at our 
homeschool coop. The 17 teenagers relished studying themselves! 



I tried to impress on 

them the joy they will 

experience when they 

find God's plan for 

their future. 



My two semesters of experience teaching 

Career Exploration were rewarding for both my 

students and me. I purposely shared with the 

students my own experiences of searching for a 

career that uses both my talents and skills but 

also fits my priorities. I tried to impress on 

them the joy they will experience when they 

find God's plan for their future. You, too, can 

guide your high school student to discover his real self— what the Lord made 

him to be. Here are some ideas, resources, and curricula that you can use to 

develop a career exploration plan for your student. 

Career Exploration Is a Process, Not a Point 

Process is the goal in teaching a Career Exploration class. Express to 
your students that they may not know specifically what they want to 
be, but they will gain the tools that will allow them to search and plan 
better. 

My hope was that each student would finish my class with three possible 
careers they could pursue or at least a general idea of a path to follow. My 
own life has had several career explorations. During high school, I decided 
on a college major. In choosing engineering, I considered my skills and 
abilities, but since I wasn't a Christian, I didn't consider godly priorities, such 
as family. After I became a Christian and mother, my priorities changed and 
I had another period of career investigation. I found accounting to be to my 
liking and very flexible. I retrained, became a CPA, and now work part-time 
as a self-employed accountant. As a result, my career choice is an excellent 
fit of career and family for me. So, my personal experiences, mistakes and 
all, were helpful in teaching my class the process of career exploration. 
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The 4-Step Career Exploration Process 

n order to explore possibilities for the careers they may be interested in, 
students work through these four steps: 

• Investigate: Discover your personality, abilities, skills, and priorities. 

• Match possible careers to your personality. 

• Research potential careers to see if there is a fit. 

• Prepare a plan to pursue your career choice. 



By way of example, my 14-year-old daughter, Emily, learned from the class 
that she was organized, encouraging, and detail-oriented. Personality tests 
matched her traits to several careers. She researched about six careers in 
detail. She rejected some upon learning more about them and ultimately 
settled on pharmacy, teaching, and accounting. Her plan is to take biology 
and chemistry classes in the next two years. If Emily likes those subjects, 
she may pursue pharmacy. If not, she may become an accountant. She also 
volunteers her time teaching a children's Sunday school class to see if she 
would enjoy being a teacher. 

Helpful Resources 

The most helpful tool for teaching the career exploration process is a 
curriculum called Youth Exploration Survey (YES!). It is published by 
Crown Ministries, a Christian nonprofit organization that teaches money 
management skills and offers career guidance materials. I used the YES! 
books as the core text in my class. They cover each step of the process. 
YES! includes several personality and interest surveys. After taking these 
surveys and choosing matching careers, the student researches possible 
occupations. He looks for a good fit using a helpful "roadmap" with many 
decision checkpoints along the way. The last checkpoint is matching a career 
with a student's priorities. This keeps the student focused on God's will for 
him. The curriculum is very biblically based. It encourages the students to 
discover the unique way that God has made them. YES! may be used by an 
individual or in a group setting. 



There are many 
resources for career 
exploration both at 
libraries and online. 



The students also had to pick one book from 
topics that included career exploration, high 
school planning, college preparation, or study 
habits. Two books that were very popular were 
Do What You Are and What Color Is Your 
Parachute? In Do What You Are the reader takes 
a personality test and then researches matching 
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career choices. Parachute is a classic career search guide that provides 
practical advice on looking for a job or changing careers. The students also 
used some free online personality tests. There are many resources for career 
exploration both at libraries and online. See the resources listed at the end 
of this article for a few to get you started. 

After picking four to six possible careers, a student should carefully research 
them. He should investigate the working conditions, skills needed, pay rates, 
and future outlook for his chosen fields. For conducting research online, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics has a valuable site (see Resources). 



Having a Goal 

The last step in the career exploration process is creating an education 
and experience plan to meet the student's goals. Students need to 
think about what classes and part-time jobs they can pursue today to 
prepare them for their future. If a student has a goal in sight, her 
schoolwork and part-time jobs become more meaningful. Information can be 
found in several homeschooling books on high school planning. I found that 
High School: A Home Designed Form + U + La by Barbara Shelton was very 
helpful. It covers designing a class and how to record accomplishments and 
experiences. Your student should also learn _ 

what graduation requirements are in your 
state and also what most colleges expect. All 
this information is online, and the College 
Board website, www.colleqeboard.com , is 
helpful. Then your student can make a high 
school plan that is unique to him or her. In my 
class, David was a student considering 

engineering. His plan includes a full load of math and science classes. In 
contrast, Sarah was interested in acting as a career, so she was encouraged 
to participate in a summer drama camp run by a local Christian high school. 



If a student has a goal 
in sight, her 

schoolwork and part- 
time jobs become 
more meaningful. 



Life Is an Adventure 

The career exploration experience may trigger something dynamic for 
your student. It did in my class. A metamorphosis occurred as the 
students began to chart a career path with manageable steps to get 
there. Encourage your high schoolers to consider carefully how they manage 
their time, what kind of classes they select, and what kind of part-time jobs 
they have had. Each decision in life can open doors that will lead them on 
the path to their goals and dreams. Life is an exciting adventure for 
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teenagers. I was so fortunate to be a part of the process of seeing them 
grow up. I hope you too will enjoy guiding your students to investigate their 
personalities, match them with potential careers, research occupations to 
find a good fit, and then execute a plan to reach their goals. 



Resources for Career Exploration 



Books 



• YES! Youth Exploration Survey from Crown Ministries, 1-800-722- 
1976, 

www.crown.org/yesresources/ 

• Do What You Are by Paul Tieger 

• What Color Is Your Parachute? By Richard Bolles 

• High School: A Home Designed Form + U + La by Barbara Shelton 

Websites 

• www.humanmetrics.com - Personality tests 

• www.careerkey.org - Personality test related to occupations 

• career.missouri.edu - A career interests game 

• stats.bls.gov/oco - Occupational Outlook Handbook online 

• www.collegeboard.com/plan — College preparation information 



Carol Topp, CPA (www.HomeschoolCPA. com) is the author of 
Homeschool Co-ops: How to Start Them, Run Them and Not Burn 
Out. She runs a home-based accounting practice specializing in tax 
preparation, small and micro business start ups, and nonprofit 
accounting. Carol has presented numerous workshops on money 
management, business start up, taxes, budgeting, nonprofit 
management, and homeschooling to various community, church, and 
homeschool groups. She has also published several magazine articles 
in homeschool magazines including The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine. 
Carol lives in Cincinnati, Ohio, with her husband and homeschools 
her two daughters. 
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